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Republic Of Scams: A Choronology

Total Scam Money (approx) Since 1992 :

1992 -Harshad Mehta securities scam Rs 5,000 cr
1994 -Sugar import scam Rs 650 cr
1995 -Preferential allotment scam Rs 5,000 cr
Yugoslav Dinar scam Rs400 cr
Meghalaya Forest scam Rs 300 cr
1996-Fertiliser import scam Rs 1,300 cr
UreascamRs 133 cr
Bihar fodder scam Rs950 cr
1997 -Sukh Ram telecom scam Rs 1,500 cr
SNC Lavalin power project scam Rs374 cr
Bihar land scandal Rs400 cr
C.R.Bhansali stock scam Rs 1,200 cr
1998 -Teak plantation swindle Rs 8,000 cr
2001 -UTI scam Rs 4,800 cr
Dinesh Dalmiastock scam Rs595 cr
K etan Parekh securities scam Rs 1,250 cr
2002 -Sanjay Agarwal Home Trade scam Rs 600 cr
2003 -Telgi stamp paper scam Rs 172 cr
2005 -1PO-Demat scam Rs 146 cr
Bihar flood relief scam Rs17 cr
Scorpene submarinescam Rs 18,978 cr
2006 -Punjab’s City Centre project scam Rs 1,500 cr,
Taj Corridor scamRs175cr
2008 -Punebillionaire Hassan Ali Khan tax default
Rs50,000 cr
The Satyam scam Rs 10,000 cr
Army ration pilferage scam Rs 5,000 cr
The 2-G spectrum swindle Rs 60,000 cr
State Bank of Saurashtrascam Rs 95 cr
[Ilegal moniesin Swissbanks, as estimated in 2008
Rs71,00,000cr
2009 -The Jharkhand medi cal equipment scam Rs130cr
Rice export scam Rs 2,500 cr
Orissamine scam Rs 7,000 cr
Madhu K odamining scam Rs 4,000 cr”
SC refuses to quash PIL against Mayawati in Taj
corridor scam
Orissamine scam could be worth more than Rs14k cr
CORRUPTION,MONEY LAUNDERING SCAM,
Koda discharged from hospital, arrest imminent
‘A Cover-Up Operation’:
“It'sascam involving closeto Rs 60,000 crores”
Spectrum scam: How govt lost Rs 60,000 crore
India’shiggest scams 1, RamalingaRaju, Rs. 50.4billion
India's biggest scams 2, Harshad Mehta, Rs. 40 billion
India’sbiggest scams 3, Ketan Parekh, Rs. 10 billion
India’sbiggest scams4, C R Bhansali, Rs. 12 billion
India’ s biggest scams 5, Cobbler scam
India’sbiggest scams 6, |PO Scam
India shiggest scams 7, Dinesh Dalmia, Rs. 5.95 billion

Rs. 73000000000000 Cr. (73 Lakh Crore)

India shiggest scams8, Abdul Karim Telgi, Rs. 1.71billion
India shiggest scams9, VirendraRastogi, Rs. 430 million
India sbiggest scams 10, The UTI Scam, Rs. 320 million
India shiggest scams 11, Uday Goyal, Rs. 2.1 billion
India shiggest scams 12, Sanjay Agarwal, Rs. 6 billion
India’ shiggest scams 13, Dinesh Singhania, Rs. 1.2 billion
1, Jeep Purchase (1948)-FreeIndia s corruption graph begins.
V. K. Krishna Menon, then the Indian high commissioner to
Britain, bypassed protocol to sign a deal worth Rs 80 lakh
with aforeign firm for the purchase of army jeeps. The case
was closed in 1955 and soon after Menon joined the Nehru

cabinet.

2, Cycle Imports (1951)-S.A. Venkataraman, then the
secretary, ministry of commerce and industry, wasjailed for
accepting abribein lieu of granting acycleimport quotato a
company.

3, BHU Funds(1956)-1n oneof thefirst instances of corruption
in educational institutions, BenarasHindu University officials
were accused of misappropriation of fundsworth Rs50 lakh.
4, MUNDHRA SCANDAL (1957)-It wasthe mediathat first
hinted there might be a scam involving the sale of sharesto
LIC, Feroz Gandhi sources the confidential correspondence
between the then Finance Minister T.T. Krishnamachari and
his principal finance secretary, and raised a question in
Parliament on the sale of ‘fraudulent’ shares to LIC by a
Calcutta-based Marwari businessman named Haridas
Mundhra. Thethen Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, set up a
one-man commission headed by Justice M.C.Chagla to
investigate the matter when it becomes evident that there was
aprimafacie case. Chagla concluded that Mundhra had sold
fictitious shares to LIC, thereby defrauding the insurance
behemoth to the tune of Rs. 1.25 crore. Mundhra was
sentenced to 22 years in prison. The scam also forced the
resignation of T.T.Krishnamachari.

6, Teja L oans (1960)-Shipping magnate Jayant DharmaTeja
took loansworth Rs 22 crore to establish the Jayanti Shipping
Company. In 1960, the authorities discovered that he was
actually siphoning off money to hisown account, after which
Tejafled the country.

7, Kairon Scam (1963)- Pratap Singh Kairon becamethefirst
Indian chief minister to be accused of abusing his power for
his own benefit and that of his sons and relatives. He quit a
year later.

8, Patnaik’s Own Goal (1965)- Orissa Chief Minister Biju
Patnaik was forced to resign after it was discovered that he
had favoured his privately-held company Kalinga Tubes in
awarding a government contract.

9, Maruti Scandal (1974)-Well before the company was set
up, former PrimeMinister IndiraGandhi’snamecameupinthe
first Maruti scandal, where her son Sanjay Gandhi was

17
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favoured with alicense to make passenger cars.

10, Solanki Exposé (1992)- At the World Economic Forum,
Madhavsinh Solanki, then the external affairsminister, dipped
a letter to his Swiss counterpart asking their government to
stop the probe into the Bofors kickbacks. Solanki resigned
when India Today broke the story.

11, Kuo Oil Deal (1976)-The Indian Oil Corporation signed
an Rs 2.2-crore oil contract with anon-existent firm in Hong
Kong and akickback was given. The petroleum and chemicals
minister was directed to make the purchase.

12, Antulay Trust (1981)-With the exposure of this scandal
concerning A.R. Antulay, then the chief minister of
Maharashtra, The Indian Express was reborn. Antulay had
garnered Rs 30 crore from businesses dependent on state
resources like cement and kept the money in a private trust.
13, HDW Commissions(1987)-HDW, the German submarine
maker, was blacklisted after alegationsthat commissionsworth
Rs 20 crore had been paid. In 2005, the casewasfinally closed,
in HDW'sfavour.

14, Bofor s Pay-Off (1987)-A Swedish firm was accused of
paying Rs64 croreto Indian bigwigs, including Rajiv Gandhi,
then the prime minister, to secure the purchase of the Bofors
gun.

15, & Kitts Forgery (1989)- An attempt was made to sully
V.P. Singh’s Mr Clean image by forging documentsto allege
that he was a beneficiary of hissonAjeya Singh'saccount in
theFirst Trust Corp. at St Kitts, with adeposit of $21 million.
16, Airbus Scandal (1990)- IndianAirlines's (IA) signing of
the Rs2,000-crore deal with Airbusinstead of Boeing caused
afurore following the crash of an A-320. New planes were
grounded, causing |A aweekly loss of Rs 2.5 crore.

17, Securities Scam (1992)-Harshad Mehta manipulated
banks to siphon off money and invested the funds in the
stock market, leading to acrash. Theloss: Rs5,000 crore.

18, Indian Bank Rip-off (1992)-Aided by M. Gopal akrishnan,
then the chairman of the Indian Bank, borrowers-mostly small
corporates and exporters from the south-were lent a total of
over Rs 1,300 crore, which they never paid back.

19, Sugar Import (1994)- As food minister, Kalpnath Rai
presided over theimport of sugar at aprice higher than that of
the market, causing aloss of Rs650 croreto the exchequer. He
resigned following the all egations.

20, MSSHOES SCAM (1994)-Anyonewho war old enough
in 1994 toread will remember the advertisements- tensof them
intriguingly headlined: ‘Who is Pawan Sachdeva? For the
record, it was the peak of the public issued-led advertising
boom and the ads were created by the Delhi branch of
Rediffusion. Sachdeva, the promoter of MS Shoes, allegedly
used company funds to buy shares (of his own company)
and rig prices, prior to a public issue. He is aleged to have
colluded with officials in the Securities Exchange Board of

India(SEBI) and SBI Caps, which lead-managed theissue, to
dupe the public into investing in his Rs. 699-crore public-
***_rights issue. Sachdeva was later acquitted

21, IMM Bribes (1995)-Jharkhand Mukti Morcha leader
Shailendra M ahato testified that he and three party members
received bribes of Rs 30 lakh to bail out the P.V. Narasimha
Rao government in the 1993 no-confidence motion.

22, In aPickle (1996)-Pickle baron Lakhubhai Pathak raised
astink when heaccused former PrimeMinister PV. Narasimha
Rao and godman Chandraswami of accepting abribe of Rs 10
lakh from him for securing a paper pulp contract.

23, Telecom Scam (1996)-Former minister of state for
communication Sukh Ram was accused of causing aloss of
Rs 1.6 croreto theexchequer by favouring aHyderabad- based
private firmin the purchase of telecom equipment. He, along
with two others, was convicted in 2002.

24, Fodder Scam (1996)-The accountant general’s concerns
about the withdrawal of excess funds by Bihar's animal
husbandry department unveiled aRs 950-crore scaminvolving
Lalu Prasad Yadav, then the state chief minister. Heresigned a
year later.

25, Urea Deal (1996)-C.S. Ramakrishnan, MD, Nationa
Fertiliser, and a group of businessmen close to the P.V.
Narasimha Rao regime fleeced the government and took Rs
133 crorefrom theimport of two lakh tonne of urea, whichwas
never delivered.

26, Hawala Diaries (1996)-The scandal surfaced following
CBI raidson hawaaoperatorsin Delhi in 1991. But it wasSK.
Jain’'s diaries that had headsrolling.

27, CRB SCAM (1997)-Another scam forged by greed and
discovered through accident. Chain Roop Bhansali, a smart-
talking entrepreneur, created apyramid financial empire based
on high-cost financing. At its peak, hisRs. 1,000-crorefinancial
conglomerate had in its ranks a mutual fund, a financial
services company into fixed deposits, and a merchant bank.
That Bhansali knew how to work the system became evident
when he al so managed to secure aprovisional banking license.
Then hisluck ran out. An executivein the State Bank of India
Inadvertently discovered that some interest warrants issued
by Bhansali were not backed by cash. The bubblefinally burst
inMay 1997, but by that timeinvestorshad lost over Rs. 1,000
crore. Thiswasamong thefirst retail scamsin Indiaand it was
played out, in smaller avatars, across the country-especially
in the South where financial services companies promised
returns in excess of 20 per cent and decamped with the
principal. Bhansali was arrested for afew weeksand rel eased
|ater on bail.

28, MEHTA'S SECOND COMING (1998)-The Big Bull
returned to the bourses. Thistime, heallegedly colluded with
the promoters of BPL, Videocon International, and Sterile
Industries to rig the share prices of these companies. The
inevitable collapse happened sooner than planned, Harshad
Mehta orchestrated a cover-up operation that included a
high=jinks effort by officials of Bombay Stock Exchange to
(illegally ) open thetrading system in the middle of the night
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to set thingsright, but the damage had been done. SEBI finally
passed its ruling on the scam in 2001, banning the three
companies concerned from tapping the market-BPL, for two
years. Mehtawas debarred for life form dealing in Securities
Appellate Tribunal (SAT) in October 2001

29, VANISHING COMPANIES SCAM (1998)-A passing
remark heard by then Finance Minister Palaniappan
Chidambaram resulted in afurore over what was badly-kept
secret on Dala street. Chidambaram was told that hundreds
of companies had disappeared after raising moneysform the
public. An informal scrutiny revealed that perhaps over 600
companies were missing. Chidambaram ordered a probe by
SEBI. The SEBI probe conducted in May 1998 revealed that
while many companies are not traded on the bourses at |east
80 companies that had rises Rs.330.78 crore were simply
missing. Later that year, the Department of Company Affairs
(DCA) was asked to probe and penalize these companies.
DCA dtill investigating. Investigations continue to this day.
30, PLANTATION COMPANIES SCAM (1999)-1t wasas
innovative a swindle as any effected in the world. Savvy
entrepreneursconvinced gullibleinvestorsthat given theright
irrigation and fertilizer inputs, teak, strawberries, and anything
elsethat could be grown, would grow anywherein the country.
The promoters could afford to collect money from investors
and not worry about retribution (or returns, for that matter).
For, plantation companies fell under the purview of neither
SEBI nor Reserve Bank of India. Indeed, they didn’t even
come under the scope of the Department decided to change
things in 1999, enough investors had been gulled: 653
companies, between them, had raised Rs. 2,563 crore from
investors. To date, not many investorshave got their principals
back, just another affirmation of the old saying about money
not growing on trees.

31, Match Fixing (2000) :- Mohammed Azharuddin, till then
India’s cricket captain, was accused of match-fixing. He and
Ajay Sharma were banned from playing, while Ajay Jadeja
and Manoj Prabhakar were suspended for five years.

32, KETAN PAREKH SCAM (2001)-K etan Parekh’smodus
operandi wasn't very different from Harshad Mehta's. If Mehta
used banker’s receipts, then Parekh used pay orders to ramp
up the prices of his favourite scrips (the K-10). Apart from
money form the banking system Parekh also rerouted money
from corporated like HFCL (Rs. 425 crore), and Zee (Rs. 340
crore) to good effect. He was caught when pay-ordersissued
by Madhavpura Mercantile Cooperative Bank bounced.
Although the total amount involved in the scam wasjust Rs.
137 crore, theimpact wasfar greater.

Apparently, when a bear cartel sensed Parekh was in
trouble, it stepped in and leveraged adip in the NASDAQ to
bear down stock prices. The resultant slump in the markets
happened soon after Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha

presented what he considered his best budget ever. Under

pressure from the government, SEBI investigated the scam

and heads began to roll. Among them: the entire management
team of BSE, including its president Anand Rathi, CSFB, First

Global, and, in anindirect connection, P.S.Subramanyam, the

Chairman of UTL Evidently, for the 18 months that PSSwas

Chairman of UTI, the Trust had mirrored the actions of the

bull cartel. The result? When the market tanked, so did the

NAV of itsholy cow, the US-64.

33, Tehelka Sing (2001)-Tehelka, an online news portal, used

spycams to catch army officers and politicians accepting

bribes, in their sting operation called Operation Westend.

Investigative journalism turned another corner in the country.

34, Sockmarket Scam (2001)-The mayhem that wiped off

over Rs 1,15,000 crore in the markets in March 2001 was

masterminded by the Pentafour bull Ketan Parekh. He was
arrested in December 2002 and banned from acccessing the
capital market for 14 years.

35, HomeTrade Scam (2002)-Under the pretext of gilt trading,

Rs 600 crore was swindled from over 25 cooperative banksin

Maharashtraand Gujarat by aNavi Mumbai-based brokerage

firm Home Trade. Sanjay Agarwal, CEO of the firm, was

arrested in May 2002.

36, Samp Paper Scam (2003)-The sheer magnitude of the

racket was shocking-it caused aloss of Rs30,000 croretothe

exchequer. Disclosures of the mastermind behind it, Abdul

Karim Telgi, implicated top police officersand bureaucrats.

37, Oil-for-Food Scandal (2005)-K.Natwar Singh was

unceremoniously dropped from the Cabinet when his name

surfaced in the Vol cker Report on the Iraq oil-for-food scam.
What IndiaCould DoWith Rs73 Lakh Crore?

Build: 2.4 crore primary healthcare centres. That'sat least 3
for every village, at acost of Rs 30 lakh each.

Build: 24.11akh KendriyaVidyaayasat acost of Rs3.02 crore
each, with two sectionsfrom Class VI to X1
Construct: 14.6 crorelow-cost houses assuming acost
of Rs51akh aunit.

Set up: 2,703 coal-based power plantsof 600 MW each.
Each costsRs 2,700 crore.

Supply: 12 lakh CFL bulbs. That'senough light for each of
India's6lakhvillages

Construct: 14.6 lakh km of two-lane highways. That'saroad
around India’ s perimeter 97 timesover.

Clean up: 50 mgjor riversfor thenext 121 years, at Rs 1,200
croreariver every year.

L aunch: 90 NREGA-style schemes, each worth roughly Rs

81,111 crore.

Announce: 121 moreloan waiver schemes. All of them worth
Rs60,000 crore.

Give: Rs56,000to every Indian. Even better, giveRs1.82akh
to40crorelndiansliving BPL.

Grow the GDP: Thescam money is27% morethan our GDP of

Rs53lakh crore.”
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Flying the Republic'sflag

-Arun Jaitley

The EktaYatraof the BJP' s Youth Wing covered 3500 km
and passed through 12 states. It was a peaceful display of
nationalism. The YuvaM orchawanted to assert every Indian’s
right to fly the national flag on every inch of Indian soil.
“Why do it in Kashmir and not in Chhattisgarh?’ asked J& K
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah. A good question, which he
himself should endeavour to answer. The chief minister of no
other state had an objection to hoisting of the national flag. It
isonly he who objected. The environment he created in the
Kashmir valley is such that an attempt to hoist the national
flag in Srinagar will “ provoke” the separatists. It will be seen
as an anti-Kashmiri move. He, therefore, launched awar on
theYatra.

Thenational flagisasymbol of India's honour and pride.
Pandit Nehru described it in the Constituent Assembly as“a
flag of freedom not for ourselves but asymbol of freedom for
al people who may seek it.” The member from the Anglo-
Indian community, Frank Anthony said that “while thisis a
symbol of our past, it inspiresusfor thefuture. Thisflag flies
asaflag of the nation and it should bethe duty of and privilege
of every Indian not only to cherish and live under it but if
necessary, to diefor it.”

The Supreme Court, while hearing the case of Naveen
Jindal, now a Congress MP, described flying the flag as free
speech, intended to highlight nationalism, patriotism and love
for the motherland. The use of the national flag to express
these sentiments is a fundamental right. When several
separatists met at an auditorium in New Delhi three months
ago to assault the very idea of India, calling it an unnatural
nation-state that is bound to disintegrate, they openly
advocated the segregation of its territory from the Indian
union. This seditious exercise was described as free speech.
The Central government expressed its inability to take any
action. However, the Chidambaram-Omar combination, while
expressing their inability to take action against seditious
speeches, decided to prevent the exercise of nationalistic free
speech when it cameto carrying the national flagin Jammu &
Kashmir.

Many have asked the question as to why anyone should
have an objection to the carrying of the national flag. The
answer indeed is intriguing as | endeavour to search for it.
Along with two of my colleagues, | landed in Jammu on the
afternoon of January 24. Some policemen entered our aircraft
and handed me an order, ostensibly under Section 144 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure, which read asfollows: “Whereas
it has been reported that Shri Arun Jaitley is aso landing in
the district and there are inputs that the persons of these
profileindividuals(sic) isproning (sic) to create law and order
problem besides heightening tension in thedistrict. Moreover,

the security forces are extremely tied up with the law and
order duties and maintaining very high level of vigil and
surveillancethat any further assignment connecting (sic) with
the law and order problem are (sic) providing necessary
security as per SOP to the high profile individuals under
security cover, may not be possible.”

Wewere, therefore asked to leave the district and the state
of Jammu & Kashmir. | had no doubt on the receipt of this
order that it wasillegal. Theintention of the state government
was suspect as its grammar. How could the power to issue a
prohibitory order be used to extern us from the state?
Wewerethere only to address apublic meeting in Jammu and
return. We were illegally detained at the airport for over six
hours. We were not allowed to move out of the airport. After
thisillegal detention, wewere misinformed that wewere being
taken to prison, and were* abducted.” We were put in separate
vehicles and driven for the next two-and-a-half hours and
dropped outside J& K, at Madhopur in Punjab, at midnight.
Fortunately, our palitical colleaguesin Punjab became aware
of our presence at the border and arrived in large numbersto
put usin their vehicles and find suitable lodging for us.

The next afternoon, we re-entered the state carrying the
national flag, along with Anurag Thakur, the president of our
youth wing, and were arrested for violation of the same
prohibitory orders.

Several important political and constitutional questions
arise with regard to the steps taken by the state government.
Jammu Divisionisnot adisturbed area. Why isthe holding of
political rallies prohibited there? Can CrPC’s Section 144 be
used for externing the two leaders of the parliamentary
opposition from the state? Where is the source of power to
physically put the two of us, along with our colleagues, in a
vehicle, and without alegal order in writing throw us outside
the state? Can the power under Section 144 of CrPC to issue
prohibitory orders be utilised to arrest peoplefor holding the
national flag in Srinagar — even a solitary political worker?
Where is the source of power for committing all these
illegalities?In Srinagar all those who reached the Lal Chowk
and the Dal Gate holding the national flag were arrested and
physically assaulted. Some have even suffered fractures. |
have personally brought this to the notice of the CM and
DGP of the state.

The BJP Yuva Morcha's exercise has energised the BJP
cadres. It has exercised public opinion. The political
consequences of the debate apart, what was the message
that the Chidambaram-Omar duo wastrying to convey? They
hijacked trainsto prevent political workersfrom reaching the
Jammu border. They shabbily treated theleaders of opposition
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with the utmost discourtesy, detaining them illegally and
deporting them without authority in law. They reduced the
republic to arelic: on Republic Day, holding a national flag
became a ground for arrest and torture. Why did they do so?

Omar Abdullah wanted to convey amessageto the Valley:
“| stopped the BJP rally.” He wanted to increase his
acceptability thereevenif it created an adverse opinion against
him in the rest of the country. The home minister apparently
agreed without realising the long-term consequences. He
joined Omar in psychologically surrendering to the separatists
psyche. They converted the flying of the national flag into a
prohibited activity. The fact that many BJP workers reached
La Chowk and flew the national flag even at the cost of their

personal safety was an assault on the arrogance of the state
administration.

The EktaYatraisover. But the political debate continues.
How do you politically and emotionally integrate the state of
J& K withtherest of India?1sit by weakening the political and
constitutional relationship, something that started in 1950, or
by strengthening it? Most of India knows the answer. | only
hope that the Chidambaram-Omar duo abandons living in
denial.

The writer is the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha

courtsy: The Indian Express, Dt. Jan. 29, 2011

Thesocalled“Hindu Terror”

-Francois Gautier

Isthere such athing as ‘Hindu terrorism’, asthe arrest of
Sadhvi Pragya Singh Thakur for the recent Malegaon blasts
may tend to prove? Well, | guess | was asked to write this
column because | am one of that rare breed of foreign corre-
spondents— alover of Hindus! A born Frenchman, Catholic-
educated and non-Hindu, | do hope I'll be given some credit
for my opinions, which are not the product of my parents’
ideas, my education or my atavism, but garnered from 25 years
of reporting in South Asia (for Le Journal de Geneveand Le
Figaro). Intheearly 1980s, when | started freelancing in south
India, doing photo features on kalaripayattu, the Ayyappa
festival, or the Ayyanars, | slowly realised that the genius of
this country lies in its Hindu ethos, in the true spirituality
behind Hinduism. The average Hindu you meet in amillion
villages possessesthis simple, innate spirituality and accepts
your diversity, whether you are Christian or Muslim, Jain or
Arab, French or Chinese. It is this Hinduness that makes the
Indian Christian different from, say, aFrench Christian, or the
Indian Muslim unlike a Saudi Muslim. | also learnt that Hin-
dus not only believed that the divine could manifest itself at
different times, under different names, using different scrip-
tures (not to mention the wonderful avatar concept, the per-
fect answer to 21st century religious strife) but that they had
aso given refuge to persecuted minorities from across the
world—Syrian Christians, Parsis, Jews, Armenians, and to-
day, Tibetans. In 3,500 years of existence, Hindus have never
militarily invaded another country, never tried toimposetheir
religion on others by force or induced conversions. You can-
not find anybody less fundamentalist than a Hindu in the
world and it saddens me when | see the Indian and western
press equating terrorist groups like SIMI, which blow up in-
nocent civilians, with ordinary, angry Hindus who burn
churcheswithout killing anybody. We know also that most of

thesecommunal incidents often involve personsfrom the same
groups—often Dalits and tribals—some of who have con-
verted to Christianity and others not.

However reprehensible the destruction of Babri Masjid,
no Muslim was killed in the process; compare this to the
‘vengeance’ bombings of 1993 in Bombay, which wiped out
hundreds of innocents, mostly Hindus. Yet the Babri Magjid
destruction is often described by journalists as the more hor-
rible act of the two. We also remember how Sharad Pawar,
when hewas chief minister of Maharashtrain 1993, lied about
a bomb that was supposed to have gone off in a Muslim
locality of Bombay.

| have never been politically correct, but have alwayswrit-
ten what | have discovered while reporting. Let me then be
straightforward about thisso-called Hindu terror. Hindus, since
the first Arab invasions, have been at the receiving end of
terrorism, whether it wasby Timur, who killed 1,00,000 Hindus
inasingleday in 1399, or by the Portuguese Inquisition which
crucified Brahminsin Goa. Today, Hindus are still being tar-
geted: therewereonemillion Hindusin the Kashmir valley in
1900; only afew hundred remain, therest having fledinterror.
Blasts after blasts have killed hundreds of innocent Hindus
all over Indiainthelast four years. Hindus, the overwhelming
majority community of thiscountry, are being madefun of, are
despised, are deprived of the most basic facilities for one of
their most sacred pilgrimagesin Amarnath whiletheir govern-
ment heavily sponsors the Haj. They see their brothers and
sisters converted to Christianity through inducements and
financial traps, see aharmless 84-year-old swami and asadhvi
brutally murdered. Their gods are blasphemed.

So sometimes, enough is enough.At some point, after
years or even centuries of submitting like sheep to slaughter,
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Hindus—whom the Mahatma once gently called cowards—
erupt in uncontrolled fury. And it hurts badly. It happened in
Guijarat. It happened in Jammu, thenin Kandhamal, Mangalore,
and Malegaon. It may happen again el sewhere. What should
be understood is that this is a spontaneous revolution on the
ground, by ordinary Hindus, without any planning from the
political leadership. Therefore, the BJP, instead of acting em-
barrassed, should not disown those who choose other means

to let their anguished voices be heard.

Thereareabout abillion Hindus, onein every six persons
on this planet. They form one of the most successful, law-
abiding and integrated communities in the world today. Can
you call them terrorists?

courtsy: The Hindu Voice, Vol.9, Issue no. 9, Dec.2010

Review Article

B.P. Singhal : TheCall Eternal, TheThrill in
Living, Publishers-Sdlectiveand Scientific Books,
2010, Post Box No. 429, G.P.O., N. Delhi -110001
Pp. 388, PriceRs. 395/-

This book is at once a treatise and an ‘Action Manual’
about living lifeinitsfull awareness. It vividly bringsout the
roleandinter-play of thetwin powersof ‘Vivek’ and‘ Ahankar’
which between themselves control the entire gamut of human
conduct. Tothat end, therefore, the* Composition of aHuman
Being' hasbeen analyzed in depth, laying barethe origin and
potential of these two powers.

This book addresses a multitude of very fundamental
questions about life and has resolved them with disarming
logic. Intheprocessit also gives‘concrete’ and ‘tangible
definitions of wordslike‘character’, ‘progress, ‘success,
‘perfection’, ‘sanskar’, ‘dharm’, ‘salvation’,  pur poseof life,
etc. to enable greater precision in discourse.

In an era of changing values, this book gives the
touchstone on which the value of every ‘value' can betested
to enable the rejection of all false values by upcoming
generations. Thebook describeshow ‘sanskars' areformed
and why ‘natur € passeson itsretribution not on the basis of
the deed done, but on the basis of the ‘intention’ behind that
deed. Thebook unravelsahost of littleknown Lawsof Nature,
including the laws that govern the causation of happiness
and banishment of misery.

In the concluding four chapters, the book explains the
paramountcy of ‘goal’ in life and shows how to discover it
and then how to make one’s self deserving of it.

Using the power of ‘logic’ the book most uncannily re-
establishestherelevance and power of ‘faith’ in human affairs.

Rich tributes have come from celebrated David Frawley,
Director American Ingtitute of Vedic studies. New Mexico, Dr.
R.K. Tiwari Former Scientific Advisor to Chief of Naval staff
and Dr. S.S. Roy Former Professor and Head, Deptt. of
Philosophy, Allahabad University.

The book consists of 35 chapters running into 388 pages.
It beginswith the adumbration of the enigmaof lifewhich has
been illustrated using an anecdote which help the readers to
see through more clearly. The book travels on to a long
journey whichinevitably bringsin the nature of human being
with the elements like soul, Ahankar, the jiva and the body
and the interplay of the animate forces. It then plunges into
the intricacies of existence, and the thought power with an
urge to discover the meaning of the power and paramountcy
of thegoal inlife.

Coming through the book givesyou thefeeling of floating
into the boundless cosmos and you beginto realise‘ akingdom
of theDivine' iswithinyouitisalucrativeinvitationto practice
it.

The life has been reduced to fire fighting or even worse.
But the book reminds that life is a precious gift of amightily
which hasits goal to be understood by the individual himself
with the help of nature. Heaoneisto chart the coursefor the
realisation of the goal. In the process he can make his life
dynamic ands purposeful, connecting threads with the
divinity. Thelaw of the oppositeisunlimited or in other words
the dialects operate extensively in variety of spheres.

The anecdote on page 248 and the authors experience is
only avindication of Gandhian precept which says*you think
zero of yourself the people will think high of you - you think
high of yourself the peoplewill think zero of you.” But should
it not emanate from the natural rootsfor we have seen enough
many politicians reducing themselves to a Banda Nachiz?
The enigma continues.

Thereader’smindset will determinewhich way hetakesit
after going through the work. He may interpret it as the
essence of Hindu social and political thought or even an
interesting reading to see the evolution of his ‘self’ with
referenceto thework. Morelikely isthat if he hasthe spark of
good in him hewill feel inspired with reference to thiswork.
The central to the Indian political philosophy is the concept
of Ahankar which historically is the prime mover of action
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leading to the establishment of world empires of misery and
dlavery. It has also grown in the time scale from satyug to
kaliyug asits‘casus beli’.

The relevance of the book can be resurrected from the
sacred to the practical if the education set up of our country
accepts its principles and frame polices for educating youth
of this country. The main issueisto turn the face of kaliyug
from going further adrift.

The book isamanual for right speech right conduct, right
thinking - can play apowerful rolein shaping the character of
theindividual . Thereare glimpses of Panchtantra stylewhich
is good for parents, teachers and the young learners. The
remarkable outcome of thework isitslucidity and simplicity
of narration touching the depth of Hindu philosophy.

SGS

2000-yr-old link ties Ayodhya, Korea

-Rahul
Following acelestial dream, theAyodhyaking
married off hisdaughter to South Korea'sKing
Suro. A plaque at Queen Huh’smonument near
the Saryu mentionsthislegend.

A visit to monumentslike the Tgf Mahal, Qutub Minar and
Red Fort — to name a few — figures prominently on the
itinerary of foreign dignitarieswhen they visit India. However,
Ayodhya — in the news nowadays for altogether different
reasons— topsthe “must-see” list of South Korean Defence
Minister Kim Tae- young when he lands here on an official
visit.

The proposed official visit to New Delhi, likely to take
place next year, and then a personal visit to Ayodhya was
finalised during hisrecent meeting with Defence Minister AK
Antony. The two Ministers were holding a bilateral meeting
on the sidelines of the Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Defence Ministers' conclave in Vietnam
last week when Antony invited his Korean counterpart to
visit New Delhi. Antony urged Kim Tae-young to visit some
prestigious defence establishments in the country and he
readily agreed. Whilethetalkswere on, one of Antony’saides
suggested that Kim should also visit Ayodhya and everyone
was surprised with this rather unusual proposal.

The Korean delegation wasin for apleasant surprisewhen
the reason for this request was revealed. Ayodhyahas alink,
dating morethan 2,000 years back, with South Korea! Legend
goesthat Queen Huh, wife of King Suro who wasthe founder
of Karak kingdom in Korea, wasborninAyodhya. Her father,
the then king of Ayodhya, was advised in a dream by
supernatural powersthat he should marry off his daughter to
the Korean king. Subsequently, she was sent there in the
middle of thefirst century AD. In fact, aplaque inscribed at
Huh’'s monument at the banks of river Saryu narrates this
story.

The legend is part of South Korean history and came out

Datta

in 2001, when the mayors of Ayodhya and Kim-Hae town of
South Koreasigned a“ sister city bond” to commemoratetheir
historical ties. The three- metre-high stone monument weighs
more than 7,500 kg. Stone for the monument was brought in
from South Korea and it was built according to Korean
traditions.

The Pioneer, New Delhi. October 25, 2010

Diary of Events

November 1 The RSS has decided to hit the streets on the
issue of saffron terror. The outfit, which has been on the
backfoot after the names of some of its functionaries were
linked with cases of bomb blasts, has drawn up protest plans.
RSS has also decided to launch a campaign to highlight its
demand for construction of a Ram temple at Ayodhya. The
Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 4.

India's religious and political sensitivities over
what a cow can eat has cast a serious shadow over efforts to
provide American dairy produce access to Indian markets.
The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 7.

November 2 After struggling for ailmost four yearsto get the
necessary government approvals, theAl Jazirachannel isnow
in last stages of completing formalitiesand islikely to begin
testing signals later this month. The Indian Express, New
Delhi, p. 7.

November 4 The Congress has become an agency where cor-
ruption as well as the probe are done by its own members,
said Shahnawaz Husain. The Hindustan Times, Delhi, p. 10.

A witness, who lost his three brothers during

1984 anti-Sikh riots told a trial court that a Hindu man was
arrested by police for providing shelter to Sikhs during the
carnage. The Timesof India, New Delhi, p. 1.
November 5 Now, gamesand sportswill beacompul sory part
of school education. CBSE has written to schools advising
them to organise physical activities and games for all stu-
dentstill class X everyday. The Timesof India, Delhi, p. 7.
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Perturbed over allegations against top military
officers, including someformer serviceschiefs, inthe Mumbai
housing scam, Army Chief General V.K. Singh asserted that
action would be taken against those found guilty irrespective
of who it was. The Hindu, Gurgaon, p. 12.

November 7 The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) has
accused the Union government of standing “helplessly in
front of anti-nationalslike Hurriyat faction chief Syed Ali Shah
Geedlani and writer Arundhati Roy” whileit wasoverzealousin
harassing organisations like the RSS. The Hindu, Gurgaon,
p.9.

November 8 The Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS) the
attempts of the UPA government at the Centre to link the
organisation with terrorism as a conspiracy to consolidate
the Muslim vote bank and asserted that it would fight it at all
levels. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 10.

November 9 US-Yemeni radical cleric Anwar al-Awlaki has
called for the killing of Americans “without hesitation” and
accused Iran of trying to impose control over Sunnisin the
Gulf. TheTimesof India, New Delhi, p. 18.

November 10 Educational society Ramjas Foundation, lost
itsland to a41-year-old proposal for “planned devel opment”
of Delhi, but became instrumental for the Supreme Court to
hold that a non-Muslim can also create a Wakf under the
Muslim law. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 3.

China's State-run media played down Barack

Obama’s endorsement of India’s bid for a permanent seat in
the UN Security Council, saying the US President has handed
out achequeto New Delhi that cannot be easily cashed. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 12.
November 11 A Kashmiri Pandit, Abhishek Kaul, filed acrimi-
nal complaint against Roy, Geelani and a former professor
acquitted SAR Geelani, accusing them of sedition, waging a
war against India, disrespecting the National Flag, creating
hatred among communitiesand criminally intimidating, those
who protested their seditions remarks. The Tribune, New
Delhi, p. 1.

The government of Pak expressed its opposition
to US President Barack Obama’s endorsement for India' s ef -
fortsto gain a seat at the high table during a meeting of the
cabinet chaired thisafternoon by Prime Minister Yousuf Raza
Gilani. TheTribune, New Delhi, p. 15.

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat sought to shield the sangh from being pro-
jected asaterror outfit. Sangh-bashing, he claimed, was not
new. “RSSwas banned in 1948 also,” he said. “Wefaced a
similar situation yet again during the days of Emergency.”
The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 10.
November 13 Noted Pakistani human rights activist Asma
Jahangir said that easy divorce under the present matrimonial
law in her country isruining the lives of millions of women,

leading to various societal problems. The Hindustan Times,
New Delhi, p. 7.

November 14 UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi should file a
defamation suit against former RSS chief K.S. Sudarshan for
hisderogatory remarks against her, RSSideologue M.G. Vaidya
said. “Sonia Gandhi should not take the derogatory remarks
against her lightly but initiate legal action.” The Mail Today,
New Delhi, p. 7.

There was a shortage of 630 | PS officers and the
annual intake was being increased by 60 additional headsto
meet the shortage. But that is clearly not enough. The Trib-
une, New Delhi, p. 1.

The BJP warned the Congress against attacking
RSS offices over former Sarsanghchalak KS Sudarshan’sre-
marks against Sonia Gandhi, more so after the Sangh regret-
ted the comments. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 6.

November 15 Thegates of theworld famous Badrinath shrine
would be closed to the public for the winter season on No-
vember 18. The ceremonial proceedings for closure of the
gates have started. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 4.
November 16 The Delhi High Court sought areply from the
Delhi government asto why acriminal case should not to be
registered against Syed Ali Shah Geelani, writer Arundhati
Roy, University professor SAR Geelani over their alleged anti-
national speeches. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 3.
November 17 China has dammed the Brahmaputra river in
Tibet for thefirst timein order to begin the main construction
work ona510 MW hydropower station project, notwithstand-
ing concernsraised by Indiainthisregard. The Pioneer, New
Ddlhi, p. 12.

November 18 Sitting on mineral depositsworth nearly $1 tril-
lion, Afghanistan has invited Indiato participate in the min-
ing sector in the battle-scarred nation, amid increasing Chi-
neseinterest in exploiting the mineral-rich fields of Afghani-
stan. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 2.

RSS leader Indresh Kumar sent alegal noticeto
Rajasthan Home Minister Shanti Dhariwal for what he called
slanderous and malicious alegations against him. The In-
dian Express, New Delhi, p. 5.

Congress member of the Lok Sabha, Satpal
Mahargj, is set to introduce a private member’s Bill seeking
compulsory teaching of yogain schoolsin the current winter
session of parliament. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 3.
November 19 Scientists claimed a breakthrough in solving
one of the biggest riddles of physics, successfully trapping
the first, “anti-atom” that they hope will help them under-
stand what happened to all of the antimatter created by the
Big Bang. The Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 18.

Eleven years after the Kargil war, the Pakistan
Army which has been denying its role in the conflict has
quietly put the names of 453 soldiersand officerskilledinthe
battle onitswebsite. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 9.
November 22 Dawood Ibrahim is believed to be helping in
effortsto smuggle agroup of terroristslinked to al-Qaedainto
Europe for Mumbai-style attacks in Germany, according to
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German news magazine Der Spiegel. The Indian Express,
New Delhi, p. 12.

Himachal Chief Minister Prem Kumar Dhumal re-
newed hisdemand for immediate construction of the pending
raillway line up to Leh in Ladakh warning the Government of
China's aggressive designs and plans around the Indian bor-
ders. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 2.

November 23 The United Arab Emirates has supported In-
dia'scasefor apermanent seat in the United Nations Security
Council. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 6.

Muslim children attending weekend schools in
Britain are being taught how to chop off hands of thieves as
per the Sharialaw and are being told that Zionistsare plotting
to take over the world reported. The Indian Express, New
Ddlhi, p. 14.
November 24 Rescuerstrawled amuddy river for morebodies
and Cambodia prepared for a day of mourning following a
stampede by thousands of festival-goersthat |eft at least 378
dead and hundreds injured. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 11.
November 25 The RSS has decided to put aside “all other
worksfor themonth of December” to mobilise public opinion
for construction of a“grand” temple at Ayodhya. TheIndian
Express, New Delhi, p. 4.

Nepal’s Maoist supremo Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Prachanda has identified India as the arch enemy and urged
the party to brace for a war with the southern neighbour,
reports said. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 11.

For thefirst timeafter the 2002 Gujarat riots, there
is evidence to suggest that Muslims have voted in favour of
an alliance that includes the BJP. The Indian Express, New
Delhi, p. 1. & 2.

Votersin Bihar delivered a memorable and truly
massive mandateto the NDA led by Nitish Kumar of the Janata
Dal (United) and Sushil Kumar Modi of the B.J.P. alandslide
that had eluded even Lalu Yadav at his peak. Even more
spectacular was the strike rate of the BJP, which contested
102 seats and won 91 of them, winning virtually 9 of the 10
seats the party contested. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 1.
November 26 Ridiculing the posters depicting Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi as‘Mother’ and party’s general secretary
Rahul Gandhi as ‘Lord Krishna' the State BJP said that this
exercise was the height of the sycophancy of the Congress
leaders. The Timesof India, New Delhi, p. 12.

November 27 A local court has awarded three yearsrigorous
imprisonment (RI) to atrain driver for running over three el-
ephants 12 years ago. The pachyderms were crossing arail-
way track passing through Rajgji Nationa Park when the acci-
dent occurred. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1.

November 28 For thefirst time, aMuslim candidate contest-
ing on a BJP ticket from a Muslim-dominated constituency
won the election and overnight, became the talk of the town.

The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 6.

November 29 In one of the most barbaric acts committed by
theinsurgentsin Odisha, five people, including awoman and
athree-year old child, werekilled when Maoists blew up the
ambulance in which they were travelling in Kandhamal dis-
trict. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 2.

November 30 Chinapulled out all stopsto achieveitstarget
of 200 gold medal s at the Guangzhou Asiad. It allegedly de-
nied entry to a strong Indian equestrian team. The Chinese
Water Polo Association (CWA) ‘sponsored’ the | ndian wom-
en’'steam, even shelling out Rs 6 lakh for the contingent’sair
travel, to prevent the event from dlipping into the non-medal
category duetoinsufficient participant yet Chinas Medal tally
stopped at 199. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 1.

Days after visiting New Delhi, US Secretary of

State Hillary Clinton clubbed India, Brazil, Germany and Ja-
pan as “ self-appointed front runners’ for permanent seatsin
Untied Nations Security Council (UNSC). The Tribune, New
Delhi, p. 1. & 11.
December 1 The sensational details leaking out of the Nira
Radiatapestouched araw nervewith the Supreme Court after
it discovered that one of the tapes contained exchanges about
aRs 9-crore bribe paid to ahigh court judge for afavourable
judgement. Thejudgelater retired asthe Chief Justice of the
Punjab & HaryanaHigh Court. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 5.
December 2 US diplomats in Islamabad were told Pakistan
was working on producing smaller, tactical nuclear weapons
that could be used on the battlefield against Indian troops.
The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 1.

Wipro Ltd chairman Azim Premji transferred 213

million sharesand valued at Rs. 8,846 crore to an anonymous
trust as an endowment to fund the development activities of
theAzim Premji Foundation for education and building better
society. sThe Mint, New Delhi, p. 1.
December 3“I don’t planto cometo Indiaever again,” says
Pervez Musharraf. Theformer Pakistan President and Army
chief, was denied a visa by the Indian government. “I have
no wordsto explain my disappointment,” Musharraf told The
Indian Express over the phone. The Indian Express, New
Delhi, p. 1.

Pakistan's palitical and military elite have been
shaken by damaging disclosures about the country’s foreign
policy and internal politics in hundreds of secret US diplo-
matic cablesrel eased by wikiL eaks, with the mediascreaming
“WikiWreakshavoc' ‘WikiLeaksbombsrock Islamabad’. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 11.

Chinawill not remain ‘a silent spectator’ if any
country intervened in the affairs of Nepal, according to atop
leader of the Maoist party, whose supreme Prachanda has
often accused New Delhi of interfering in Nepalese affairs
and ‘dictating’ to its leadership. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p.
12.

December 5 The wikiL eaks cablegate expose has put unex-
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pected spotlight on the Sachar Committee report on the sta-
tus of Muslims in India being used by Pakistani president
Asif Zardari. The Timesof India, New Delhi, p. 11.

The RSS has been working to unite the Hindu

society since beginning and it will continue to work in this
direction, said RSS Sarsanghachalak Shri Mohan Bhagwat.
Hewas addressing agathering of swayamsevaksat Maharana
Pratap Inter College in Gorakhpur on November 14. Islamic
terrorism is not the real problem of our country today rather
weak Hindu society isthe main problem. The Organiser, New
Ddlhi, p. 17.
December 7 Chinacontinuesto strikeit richin Tibet asgeolo-
gists discovered 102 types of mineral depositsin over 3000
mine bedswith an estimated val ue of about $100 billion. The
Times of India, New Delhi, p. 21.

In the public rally Jammu & Kashmir Congress
Minister for Health & Horticulture Sham Lal Sharmahas ad-
vocated the cause of “free Kashmir”. The Pioneer, Delhi, p. 1.

A pair of suicide bombers disguised as police-
men killed 50 people in an attack targeting a tribal meeting
called to discuss the formation of an anti-Taliban militiain
northwest Pakistan, officials said. The Pioneer, Delhi, p. 11.

Leadersof six US-allied Gulf Arab nations began
two days of talks dominated by their growing concern over
Iran’sdisputed nuclear program, with one senior military offi-
cia calling for greater Gulf cooperation in missile defence.
The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 11.

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton hasidenti-
fied Saudi Arabia as the world's largest source of funds for
terror outfits such as Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, Al Qaeda and the
Taliban. A secret Clinton memo, revealed by WikiLeaks. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 12.

With seasonal vegetables going out of reach for
the common man and milk prices steadily ontherise, thefood
inflation has galloped to a new high of 18.32 per cent. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1.

December 8 A two-year-old girl, waskilled and over 20 oth-
ers, including some foreigners, were injured when a bomb
hidden in ametal container, exploded leading to a stampede
during Ganga aarti amid huge congregation of devotees at
SheetlaGhat in Varanasi. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1.
December 9 Geneva: European scientists reported the crea-
tion and capture of anti-hydrogen atomsin anovel magnetic
trap and said it put them on track to solving one of the great
cosmic mysteries - the make-up of anti-matter. The Times of
India, New Delhi, p. 19.

Branding Pakistani intelligence agencies mainly
the ISl asa*“rogue agency”, the country’s top nuclear scien-
tist A Q Khan hassaid that it takes ordersfrom the Army chief
and not the civilian government. The Indian Express, New
Ddlhi, p. 12.

December 10 Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar hasdeclined
to rename Patha as Patliputra. Nitish said there was no need
torestore the ancient name of Patliputramerely because of its
past glory. The Mail Today, New Delhi, p. 9.

An Indian scientist today announced the dis-
covery of carbon-rich planet orbiting adistant star about 1200
light years away from the earth, afind that throws open the
possibilities of existence of diamond-studded stars. The Trib-
une, New Delhi, p. 1.

A Kashmir University professor was arrested for
framing a question paper for first year BSc students that in-
cluded. ‘Are stone pelters the real heroes? The Times of In-
dia, New Delhi, p. 1.

December 12 Hemant Karkare'swidow today accused Con-
gressgeneral secretary Digvijay Singh of trying to play poli-
ticswith her husband’s death, and said she had no doubt that
thechief of the MaharashtraAnti-Terrorism Squad (ATS) was
killed by the Lashkar-e-Toiba terrorists who carried out the
26/11 attack. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 1.

Secret cable on WikiLeaks says Cong used
Hemant Karkare killing to pander to Muslim fears ahead of
2009 elections. ‘ The entire episode demonstrates that the
Congress will readily stoop to the old caste/religious-based
politics if it feelsit isin itsinterest’. - David Mulford, US
Ambassador to India(2004-08). The Mail Today, New Delhi,
p.1. & 4.
December 13 Sri Lankahas scrapped the Tamil version of its
national anthem at official and State functions, amove likely
to further alienate the ethnic Tamilsin the country. The Pio-
neer, New Delhi, p. 11.

Siddique Sgjid, editor of Pakistan's online news
agency, has been sacked after it published afake WikilL eaks
report that New Delhi allegedly played arolein destabilizing
the country’s Balochistan province. The Pioneer, Delhi, p. 8.

A top Singaporean diplomat described India as
“stupid”, saying the country was “half in, half out” of the
ASEAN grouping, according to leaked US cables. TheTrib-
une, New Delhi, p. 13.

Whether in Ayodhya or Kashmir, Addressing a
well-attended “Viraat Hindu Sammelan”, organised by the
VishwaHindu Parishad, as part of its month-long, nationwide
programme on the Ayodhya temple, RSS Sarsanghchalak
Mohan Bhagwat said the division of land has never resolved
any dispute. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 1. & 2.
December 15 Thethree public sector oil marketing firmsare
raising pricesfor the fifth time since the government in June
lifted itscontrol onthefuel. The Timesof India, Delhi, p. 17.

The Sunni Wagf Board, which was awarded one-
third of the disputed site at Ayodhya by the Allahabad High
Court, today challenged the September 30 verdict, contend-
ing that the court relied on faith, and not evidence. The Trib-
une, New Delhi, p. 2.

December 16 Two suicide bomb attacks outside a mosgue
killed 39 people and wounded more than 100 during a Shi’ite
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religious ceremony in the southeastern Iranian city of
Chabahar local mediareported. TOI,, Delhi, p. 20.

Dyfed Thomas, aBritish Film Maker isplanninga
movie based on R.S.S. “We will start shooting it soon. The
most amusing part is that no matter where | go in Delhi if
people find out that | am making amoviethey ask meto cast
them.” The Timesof India, New Delhi, p. 3.

Former Commerce, Law & Justice Minister

Subramanian Swamy filed acriminal caseinacity court seek-
ing prosecution of former Minister of Communication& ITA
Rajain the 2G spectrum scam. “Rajacommitted offenceson
January 11, 2008 by the act of simultaneously awarding 122
licencesto nine applicantswho were ableto produce demand
draftsfor Rs. 1,650 crore of thereabouts, within 30 minutes of
opening of the counter at the Sanchar Bhavan,” Swamy al-
leged. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1.
December 17 BJP president Nitin Gadkari received awarm
welcomewhen hevisited the | srael Parliament along with his
party delegation. The Speaker welcomed Gadkari and the
delegation to the I sraeli Knesset (Parliament) where the BJP
chief was joined by the treasury as well as Opposition
benches. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 11.

Nearly four decades after the 1971 war, Pakistani
school textbooks continue to focus on conspiracy theories
involving India, Russiaand the US regarding the creation of
Bangladesh while glossing over the Pakistan Army’s atroci-
tiesintheerstwhile East Pakistan. The Pioneer, Delhi, p.12.
December 18 A decade after hetook asabbatical from active
palitics, former BJP stalwart KN Govindacharyawill attempt
to revive hisJan Andolan - aparallel political campaign - he
conceived during theinitial yearsof hisvanvas. The Pioneer,
New Delhi, p. 5.

Rahul Gandhi told US ambassador Timothy
Roemer that Hindu terror groups could pose abigger threat to
India than Muslim militant groups like the Lashkar-e-Taiba,
according to a cable released by WikiLeaks. The Times of
India, New Delhi, p. 1.

Hanif, who has a doctorate in Sanskrit with a

specialisation in the Gita, is an authority on the Hindu holy
book. The Gitafor himistheway of life, and Idamishisfaith.
The Mail Today, New Delhi, p. 5.
December 19 NGOsin Indiareceived almost Rs. 10,000 crore
as contributions from foreign donors in 2007-08. Christian
organisations continued to dominate both the lists of top
donors and receivers, Delhi-based organisations emerged as
the biggest beneficiaries and United States, the UK and Ger-
many respectively are the biggest donor countries. The Pio-
neer, New Delhi, p. 1.

December 20 Reportsin the official Chinese mediathat the
Sino-Indian border isonly 2000 km-long - excluding the 1,600

-km stretch that separates Jammu & Kashmir from Xinjiang
and Tibet - have created a flutter in the Indian media. The
Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 13.

Thousands of aspiring teachers who registered
for their PhD programmes before June 11, 2009, need not take
theNational Eligibility Test (NET), the University Grantscom-
mission has decided, relaxing tough new norms introduced
last years. The Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 12.

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao vowed to boost stra-
tegic cooperation with Pakistan as he wrapped up athree-day
visit to Islamabad that concluded deals worth around $35
billion (Rs. 1.6 trillion). The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 3.

Barely a few months after the government had
promised to control the spiralling food prices, the common
man is once again feeling the heat of the rising food prices.
Prices of vegetables like green peas, beans, carrots, ginger
and garlic have spiralled in the last week. The Pioneer, New
Delhi, p. 2.

December 21 Attacking Rahul Gandhi for hisreported com-
ments that radical Hindu groups posed a greater threat to
Indiathan the Lashkar-e-Toiba, the Shiv Senaasked why The
Gandhis, had loveonly for Iamic and other terrorists. “There
is a massive conspiracy to decry the Hindus as terrorists in
their own Hindustan. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p.7.

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) has
reacted strongly to the anti-Sangh tirade by senior Congress
leader Digvijay Singh. The organisation said the diatribe was
an effort by the ruling party, “which isitself surrounded by
several controversies’, to divert peopl€'s attention from the
real issue. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1.

Israel has taken grave exception to Congress

|leader Digvijay Singh’scomparison of RSSwiththeNazis. No
comparison can be made with the Nazi Holocaust in which six
million Jews were massacred solely because they were Jew-
ish. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 11.
December 22 India, Russia sign 29 pacts, Both nations to
jointly develop fifth generation fighters; set trade target of
$20 bn by 2015. Moscow asks Pak to punish 26/11 attackers;
supportsindia’ shid for UNSC seat. The Tribune, New Delhi.
December 23 IndianArmy chief VK Singh was conferred the
title of “honorary General of Nepal Army, even as he asked
Nepal not to allow any activity directed against Indiafromits
territory. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 13.

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), prob-
ing Commonwealth Games-related irregul arities and corrup-
tion cases, has not been ableto get hold or crucial fileswhich
seem to have simply gone missing from the Organizing com-
mittee office. The Timesof India, New Delhi, p. 12.

December 24 For many years, the Congress and its leaders
aretrying to harm the RSS and my image. But they have been
exposed by the WikiL eaks-Indresh. The Pioneer, New Delhi,
p. 5.

December 27 After examining the feasibility report of the
Bilaspur-Manali-Leh railway line, the Railway Ministry has
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forwarded the proposal to the Planning Commission of India
for approval. Link had strategic importancefor the country as
it would provide connectivity to border areas in Ladakh re-
gion. The ministry was also actively considering conversion
of narrow gauge Pathankot-Jogindernagar rail track into broad
gauge and its further extension up to Mandi and link the
Manali-Lehrail linewith the Pathankot-Jogindernagar line at
Mandi. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. p. 7. & 10.

A host of celebrations mark the 213th birth anni-

versary of poet Mirza Ghalib. “Heis one of the most secular
poets we have ever had,” said Gulzar. Hazaro khwahishe
aisi, ki har khwahish pe dam nikle, Bahut nikle mere armaan,
phir bhi kam nikle (Thousands of desires, each worth dying
for... many of them| have realised, yet | yearn for more). The
Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 6.
December 28 Thirty-five years after the Emergency, the Su-
preme Court has admitted that it “violated the fundamental
rights of alarge number of peopleinthiscountry” by itsmost
controversial decision of 1976 endorsing the Emergency. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1. & 4.

“Godse was a staunch patriot. He had not come
from Italy. His blood was boiling over Hindustan being di-
vided and thekilling of lakhs of Hindus during the Partition,”
said an editorial in the Sena organ Saamna. The Indian Ex-
press, New Delhi, p. 4.

Twenty-seven Hindu families from Pakistan's
Bal ochistan province have approached the Indian High Com-
mission for political asylum after aseries of kidnappingsand
killings that targeted the minority community, an officia has
said. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 12.
December 29 While declaring her assets and liahilities, sit-
ting Supreme Court judge Gyan SudhaMisra, the only woman
judgeinthe SC at present, haslisted the marriage of her two
daughtersinthe“liabilities’ column, apparently without con-
sidering anything to beamiss. The Timesof India, Delhi, p. 2.

The state-run ChinaRadio International istrying
to buy frequencies to launch services in Indiain a move to
widen itsinfluence in the country. It currently broadcastsin
four Indian languages - Hindi, Bengali, Urdu and Tamil - from
Beijing. The Timesof India, New Delhi, p. 1.

Select Articles

Soot behind theglitter : Joginder Singh, The Pioneer, New
Delhi, November 1, 2010, p. 8.

The UPA Government is not in the least interested to unmask
and punish those who have looted the nation in the guise of the
CWG

I1l-informed attack on RSS: Prafull Goradia, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, November 4, 2010, p. 9.

Poaliticianswho accusethe RSSof ‘terrorism’ havegot their facts
all wrong. Zakir Hussain famously said the Muslims should learn
mutual |ove, cooperation and organi sation-building from RSS. Even
Jawaharlal Nehru praised the Sangh’s spirit of revolution. Maligning
the RSSis arecent phenomenon to appease extremist elementsin
the Muslim community. Notwithstanding theignorance of ‘ secular’
politiciansinfluential leadersincluding JayaPrakash Narayan, have
placed great faith on the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh for meeting
thechallengeof creating anew Indiawithout any communal divisions.

India’s creed of greed : Samar Halarnkar, The Hindustan
Times, New Delhi, November 4, 2010, p. 12.

The party that helped institutionalise corruption will not talk
about it. Thisdenid cripplesthe Congress sown politicsand India's
future.

Sunni Tehreek-l1slamabad’s most favoured sect : Imtiaz
Ahmad, TheHindustan Times, New Delhi, November 5, 2010,
p.17.

Karachi Noor Magidintheheart of Karachi isdisputed territory.
And like any such territory, it stands barricaded along with awell
guarded entrance. Officials say that there are several dozen such
mosques all over the city where possession isbecoming a point of
war. Sunni Tehreek workersal so fear that the Taliban will bomb their
mosques asit does shrines. Thisisyet another war that isbrewing
in Pakistan’s urban centres, warn many.

Course correction, Two men in a boat-Dr Singh, Obama
and the Pakistan army : C. Raja Mohan, TheIndian Express,
New Delhi, November 5, 2010, p. 12.

In their talks this weekend, the two leaders must accept a new
proposition. If neither of them, on hisown, can wean the Pakistan
army from the extremists, they have no alternative but to work
together. 1f the Pakistan army isnot ready for such an accommodation
a range of options present themselves to Dr Singh and Obama.
Foremost among them is removing all political obstacles for a
purposeful and comprehensive bilateral cooperation in countering
terrorism. Second, vigorous political consultationsand robust security
cooperationamong Delhi, Kabul and Washingtonwill surely encourage
Rawal pindi to rework itsregional sums.

Why Hinduism is science-proof : Dipankar Gupta, The
Timesof India, New Delhi, November 8, 2010, p. 16.

Unlike creation-centric Christianity, the Hindu faith remains
unchallenged by reason. Interestingly, while Christianity clashed
with the physical and exact sciencesin theWest, in India, Hinduism
has been threatened only by history and the social sciences.
Consequently, the Hindu faith remains unchallenged by reason and
Ram Lallamight even win his case someday.

India bashing at itswor st : Balbir Punj, The Pioneer, New
Delhi, November 8, 2010, p. 8.

The Congresssimply ignores anti-national forcesand letsthem
run riot while heaping praise on the dynasty. Nothing else matters
for the party.

TheTaliban’ssocial wars, All about imposing itsversion of
Isam : D. Suba Chandran, TheTribune, New Delhi, November
8, 2010, p. 8.
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What has gone unnoticed or under-noticed are the other wars
that the Taliban and its franchisees are fighting on the social front.
At least, three specific social wars of the Taliban need to be
understood and countered. Thefirst isthe Taliban war against local
cultureand tradition of Pakistan. The second war against society led
by the Taliban targets Sufism. The mgjority in Pakistan, especially
intherura areas, adhereto sufism and believein Sufi saintsand their
teachings. The Taliban'sthird war is sectarian, and is carried out by
the TTP and its Punjabi partners.

US Kashmiris up the ante : Sandhya Jain, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, November 9, 2010, p. 8.

Kashmiri Americans supporting J& K’s secession are inching
closer to Obama Administration. Their agenda is to push for a
separate Islamic state of Kashmir. Our home-grown seditionists
continue to mouth treason and provoke the authorities, which are
desperatetoturn ablind eyeto their antics. For India, poeticjustice
camewhentheAll-Party National aliancein Muzaffarabad, Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir decided to observe October 22 as ‘Black Day’
from 2011 onwards to protest the 1947 Pakistani invasion which
partitioned the erstwhile princely state. It seems the people of the
region have had enough of the lslamic paradise.

Theeagle haslanded : Harsh V Pant, The Timesof India,
New Delhi, November 9, 2010, p. 16.

Obama'sAsiavisit signasthe USretainsitsroleasthe principal
balancing forceintheregion. Thereisclamour for American leadership
intheAsian region, asnone of theregional playerswants Chinato
emerge asthe dominant actor.

Muslims-Thechanging voting pattern : Syed Noor uzzaman,
TheTribune, New Delhi, November 16, 2010, p. 9.

Over theyears, there hasbeen aninteresting changeintheMudim
voting behaviour. Once considered asthe vote bank of the Congress,
they are now exercising their right of franchisein favour of the BJP
too, besides some other political parties.

Indiato expose Pak rolein fake currency : Ajay Banerjee,
TheTribune, New Delhi, November 17, 2010, p. 13.

Thefake currency ispumped in through Bangladesh, Nepal and
Dubai and sometimesthrough KualaL umpur.

New Delhi would raise questions asto why airport authorities
in Pakistan were allowing people to carry such huge amount of
Indian currency to other countrieslike MalaysiaNepal or elsewhere.

Celebratingan old relationship : Rajiv Bhatia, ThePioneer,
New Delhi, November 17, 2010, p. 9.

Bilateral relations between Indiaand Mexico have been recently
elevated to a ' privileged partnership’. Further cooperation in the
fields of economy, science, education and culturewill not only help
us revive our traditional ties with Mexico but also deepen India's
relationshipwith LatinAmericaasaregion.

Chinaisahead, but India can catch up : Raghav Bahl, The
Hindustan Times, New Delhi, November 18, 2010, p. 10.

If Indiainvestsin infrastructure far ahead of the curve, takes
bold entrepreneurial policy risks, welcomes greater private

investment, and think in terms of quantum changes, we can bridge
the gap with our neighbour. The odds seemed to overwhelmingly
favour Indiain 1978; Chinaseemed such ahopelesscase. Yet today,
China’seconomy isfour timesindia’s.

Khamenei remark-India hits back, abstains at UN vote :
Shubhajit Roy, Thelndian Express, New Delhi, November 20,
2010, p. 4.

Daysafter Iran’ssupremeleader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei spoke
of Kashmir “struggle” against “ aggressions’ of the* Zionist regime”,
Indiatook strong exception to these remarks. 1t decided to abstain
onaresolutionat UN - for first time-which slams|Iran’strack record
onhumanrights.

Theamateursin charge: K. Shankar Bajpai, The Indian
Express, New Delhi, November 20, 2010, p. 15.

November 1962 wasanational disaster, all themore painful for
being so self-inflicted: blinding ourselvesto it isto invite repeats.
Panditji must bear his share of responsibility, but thetotality of our
fallureextendsfar beyondindividuals. Therelease of Nehru'sletters
shows how far we arefrom learning thereal lessons of 1962.

Who spawned thisculture?: Chandan Mtira, ThePioneer,
Agenda, New Delhi, November 21, 2010, p. 4.

Sonia Gandhi’s lament against greed and graft sounds ironic
considering the Congress'spredominant rolein breeding corruption
in the country.

Crouching Dragon, meek eagle : G Parthasarathy, The
Pioneer, Agenda, New Delhi, November 21, 2010, p. 6.

China's assertiveness in East and Southeast Asia grows as
American power wanes. Analyses the reasons of the newfound
Chinese aggression and how theworld, particularly India, istrying
to cope withiit.

Myanmar after Suu Kyi's release, Military junta not
perturbed : S.D. Muni, TheTribune, New Delhi, November 22,
2010, p. 8.

It isdifficult to say if the Myanmar regime would respond to
SuuKyi’'scall for “national reconciliation”. Theregimemay carefully
watch how she goesabout reuniting her lost and alienated associates.

A bitter harvest : Balbir Punj, The Pioneer, New Delhi,
November 22, 2010, p. 6.

The Congress is responsible for the perversion of political
discourse in India. It must reap the bitter harvest of the poison
seedsit has sown.

Congressat thecrossroads: Minhaz Merchant, TheTimes
of India, New Delhi, December 23, 2010, p. 20.

Manmohan Singh has absol ute accountability but not absolute
power; UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi has absol ute power but not
absolute accountability. Thisliesat the heart of India sgovernance
deficit. The party isyet to seethat principled, not populist, politics
winstrust and votes.

Look beyond Rawalpindi : C. Raja Mohan, The Indian
Express, New Delhi, November 26, 2010, p. 14.

To deter the Pakistan army from facilitating future cross-border
terror attacks, Indianeedsto act on arange of fronts. Theseinclude
more purposeful modernisation of thearmed forcesto generate some
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military pressure against Rawal pindi and strengthening India snuclear
arsenal which continuesto lag behind that of Pakistan. Indiamust
also focus on building up aserious missile defence programmethat
canintroduce some uncertainty into Rawal pindi’ s strategic cal culus.

Integrity gap of Congress: Ashok Malik, The Pioneer, New
Delhi, November 27, 2010, p. 8.

No Congress leader would find place on alist of honest Chief
Ministers. The explains the stunning victory of the JD(U)-BJP
dlianceinBihar.

DoesBihar show theway? : Chandan Mitra, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, November 28, 2010, p. 4.

Post-Mandal, caste remains a key factor but vote-banks have
been dented by the mantra of development, holding out hope for
Uttar Pradesh. Perhaps the most significant aspect of the Bihar
resultisthe palpabledivisionin the Muslim vote, which has hitherto
determinedly stuck to Mr. Lalu Prasad Yadav or strayed occasionally
tothe Congress.

Pakistan’s manly cowards who lack guts : Nadeem F
Paracha, The Pioneer, New Delhi, November 29, 2010, p. 9.

Many Pakistanis can be seen shouting and going hoarsein the
throat discussing Indiaand the US' snefariousdesignsin theregion,
but they go al quiet when some psycho flag-wavers of faith and
jihad take responsibility of an appalling act of terror.

Rahul paid for retrograde politics: Sidharth Mishra, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, November 29, 2010, p. 3.

BJP's growth has been propelled by the same set of votes,
largely the upper caste, which the Congress too eyes. But these
voters will not vote for the hand symbol if Rahul Gandhi raises
handstogether with Ranjeet Ranjan and Lovely Anand.

Strategic alliance to check assertive China : Lt Gen
Harbhajan Singh (Retd), The Tribune, New Delhi, December
1, 2010, p. 9.

Indiaand UShave mutual interestsnot to allow Chinato dominate
thispart of theworld and the strategi c understanding moving towards
military co-operation between the two countries has strong logic.

He gave a crushing defeat to tottering Mughals : General
Baghel Singh, The Organiser, New Delhi, December 5, 2010,
p.11.

A very few Indians know about General Baghel Singh (1730-
1802). He paid thelslamic fundamentalistsin their own coinsand
made them construct Gurdwaras in Delhi in 1783. He paved the
way for self assertion of Indians after the slavery of nine centuries
under Ilam.

Put integrity beforepalitics: Prafull Goradia, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, December 6, 2010, p. 9.

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee and Pranab M ukherjeetraded praise
for Aligarh Muslim University at the foundation of its branch in
West Bengal to further their personal political interest. But such

fawning over an institution whose Professors once proposed
balkanisation of Hindustan smacks of implicit contempt for the
integrity of the country.

Jagan rattles dynasty : Sandhya Jain, The Pioneer, New
Delhi, December 7, 2010, p. 8.

By rebelling against the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty whose control
over the Congressis unquestionabl e, Jaganmohan Reddy has shaken
the party high command.

Islamist Turkey vs Secular Iran? : Daniel Pipes, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, December 8, 2010, p. 9.

Asthesecular Turkey founded by Ataturk threatensto disappear
under awave of Islamism, the Islamist Iran founded by Khomeini
teeterson the brink of secularism.

Engaging with Myanmar : G Parthasarathy, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, December 9, 2010, p. 8.

India has done well to deal with Myanmar in a spirit of
constructive engagement rather than toe the West’s line. This has
fetched enormous benefits.

Kashmir alwayspart of India: Abhijit Bhattacharyya, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, December 14, 2010, p. 9.

Kashmir hasalwaysbeenintegral to Indiaasit existed beforeit
became a modern nation state. Those who question this are ill-
informed and poor students of history.

The liars collective of Pakistan : Nadeem F Paracha, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, December 16, 2010, p. 9.

By publicising fake WikiL eaks cables, asection of the Pakistani
mediahas not only become aninternational laughing stock but has
also shown how low it can stoop to protect its corrupt patronswith
sinister designsand malign India.

Yoga essentially Hindu, anti-Christ : Albert Mohler, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, December 18, 2010, p. 9.

Oneof the biggest controversiesto sweep intellectua circles of
the developed world in 2010 was generated by thisarticle, penned
by an evangelist obviously alarmed at the potential of Yogato unite
mankind into Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.

Nehru’sstubbor nnessled to 1962 war with China?: Shastri
Ramachandaran, The Times of India, New Delhi, December
19,2010, p. 13.

Nehru'srefusal to negotiate, and the 1960 rebuff to Chou En-lai
when he was visiting and appeared ready to settle the issue - may
well have sowed the seeds of the 1962 India-Chinawar.

Supremely injudicious : Sandhya Jain, The Pioneer, New
Delhi, December 21, 2010, p. 8.

Judicia overreachistranscending separation of powers between
theexecutive, legidature and judiciary, thereby eroding abasic feature
of the constitution.

Bihar proves education works : JS Rajput, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, December 22, 2010, p. 9.

The JD(U)-BJP alliance has earned votes cutting across caste
linesbecauseits effortsto change the education system and make it
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accessible havetouched all hearts. Giving education the primacy it
deserves in policy matters is not only a sure-shot recipe to win
votes, but alsoto build astrong nation free of thetwinillsof corruption
and casteism.

Infrastructure cauldron on the eastern frontier : Maj Gen
Raj Mehta (Retd), TheTribune, New Delhi, December 24, 2010,
p.9.

Reports of China building and strengthening its existing
infrastructure in Tibet continue to flow in regularly. The latest is
that China is building 24 new projects along its side of the
Brahmaputrariver. While Chinahas constructed avast network of
roads, tunnels, railwaysand airfiel dsthat enable massrapid movement
of troopsto the border, the picture on the Indian side continuesto be
dismal, whichisfraught with strategic and tactical disadvantages.

As the West dept, Islamists plotted : Barry Rubin, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, December 24, 2010, p. 9.

Despite consistent efforts to contain jihad, the West has been
caught asleep over therising tide of Islamismin West Asiathat is
frightfully winning intermsof either public opinion or actual control.

Why museumsshould start digging : Bernard Frischer, The
Indian Express, New Delhi, December 24, 2010, p. 13.

From Pataliputrato Pompeii, many of theworld'scultura riches
remain hidden. Global museums should partner with the states that
house these sites.

Under standing natureof matter : Manjit Kaur, TheTribune,
New Delhi, December 24, 2010, p. 12.

CMS experiment has also recorded Z-bosons produced in
collisions of heavy ionsfor thefirst time. Though Z-bosons were
discoveredin 1983, they have never been seenin heavy ion collisions
before.

Srategic stability, tactical aggression : Gurmeet Kanwal,
The Pioneer, New Delhi, December 25, 2010, p. 9.

The Wen Jiabao visit proved to be awatershed in Sino-Indian
relations because both sides have struck a mutually assured
devel opment paradigm despite retaining the option for conflict. As
for the border dispute, it'sleft for the generations.

In Egypt, | srael-bashingisback on top : Shyam Bhatia, The
Tribune, New Delhi, December 27, 2010, p. 18.

Levelsofilliteracy arehighintheArab worldisilliterate which
makesit much easier for Arab |leaders and their governmentsto sell
their people even the most ridicul ous story, such as the ones about
thelsraeli sharksand rats.

The communal faultlinerunsdeep : Prafull Goradia, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, December 28, 2010, p. 9.

From EuropetoAsia, secularism hasbeen transmogrified by its
practitioners into meaning something which it was not meant to
mean: Appeasement of minority communities. The Pope now
bemoansthe effects of ‘ secularism’ in Europewhere Christianity is

under assault. If welook at Asia, specially India, we will find the
samefaultlinerunning deep.

Indialacksgumption : SunandaK Datta-Ray, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, December 30, 2010, p. 8.

New Delhi’ swilling-to-woul d-afrai d-to-strike attitude towards
Beijing doesn’t suggest arobust candidate for theworld'shightable.

The end of Shangrila : Claude Arpi, The Pioneer, New
Delhi, December 31, 2010, p. 8.

A new highway being built in southern Tibet, closeto MacMahon
Line, hasominousimplicationsfor India’snational security.

Nowherepeople: AnuradhaDutta, The Pioneer, New Delhi,
December 31, 2010, p. 9.

Hounded by Taliban, Hindus in Pakistan are a persecuted lot.
Kashmiri Panditsare not alonein being driven out of their homes by
Muslim zealots, militants and mercenaries. Hindus in Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan, threatened by the Taliban are seeking
refugein other countries, especialy India

Book Reviews

Akhilesh Jha : Katasraj, Ek Bhooli Bisri Dastaan,
Remadhav, Rs. 700/-

For readersand book-lovers, Akhilesh Jha' sKatasraj: Ek Bhooli
Bisri Dastaan provides not only a historical account of the place
situated in western Pakistan, but also apanoramic view of the Hindu
temple complex dedicated to Lord Shiva. It isa successful attempt
by the author to highlight aforgotten history of the subcontinent. It
also aims to bring about cultural harmony between the people of
Indiaand Pakistan.

Situated about 200 km from Taxila the ancient university site.
Once these temples had been the centre of Indian education, culture
and art. Gypsies, who practised music and dance here, are today
scattered across the world. Following the Muslim attacks since the
seventh century, this cultural centre was destroyed, but Gypsies
expanded their branches - one of them reached Europe through
Afghanistan.

The Katasraj temple complex is believed to have some links
with the Pandavas. Legend hasit that the dia ogue between Yudhisthir
and Yaksh took place beside a pond situated in the complex. Its
oldest monument isthe Satghara series of temples, which according
to several legends was built during the Mahabharata time.

Today, thesetemples haveturned into ruins. After Partition, the
number of devotees visiting these temples reduced drastically and
the state of these temples deteriorated over the years. Later, the
Punjab province of Pakistan chalked out aschemefor therestoration
of the temple complex, for which the Indian Government had also
contributed.

The author got met several Pakistani archaeologist; the most
enthralling encounter, however, was with ayyoung engineer, Aamir
Shehzad, who conveyed his displeasure over Pakistani ignorance
about Hindu religiousdetails. He claimed that the archeol ogi st there
didn’t possess adequate knowledge about Hinduism. In the process
several models of ancient architecture got destroyed, he lamented.

Through this book, the author wants people to not only know
about Katasraj, but also spread the awareness about preserving the
ancient Indian heritage. Jha believes, quite rightly, that any such
effort can help India and Pakistan rediscover their historical unity,
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besides mitigating their existing politico-religiousbitterness.
-Deepak Kumar Jha
Courtesy- The Pioneer

Devdutt Pattanaik : Jaya-An lllustrated Retelling of the
Mahabharata, Penguin India, Price Rs. 499/-

Vlyasa narrated the great itihasa (‘history’), but it was received
differently by each of hislisteners- Ganesha, Jaimini, Vaisampayana
and Suka. Such isthelegacy of antiquity. And we, the readerstoday,
also accept and interpret units of the story in our individua way.
Hence Rama’s exile, Draupadi’s cheer haran (disrobing), or
Shakuntala's abandonment and other key episodes have gathered
separate texualities and multiple perspectives. In aremarkable act
of abbreviation and editing Pattanaik has captured therich diversity
of the Mahabharata while retaining its core.

The dilemma of deserved and underserved kingship reaches a
crescendo inthefinal chaptersof Jaya. Itisknown by most that the
Kauravas attain swarga while the Pandavas except Yudhistira, are
consigned to naraka. But why? The debate over dharmaisnowhere
more poignant. The story-telling sage explains “Vijay is material
victory where thereis aloser. Jayais spiritua victory where there
are no losers in Kurukshetra there was Vijaya but not Jaya. But
when Yudhistira overcame his rage and forgave the Kauravas
unconditionally, there was Jaya. Thisisthetrue ending of thetale,
hencethetitle.”

-Malashri Lal is professor in the Department of English,
University of Delhi. She has co-edited In Search of Sita: Revisiting
Mythology.

Courtesy-The Mail Today

Zeenat Shaukat Ali : Winning the peace - A quest

What role does Islam actually play in edging these conflicts?
What are thelegal tenets of jihad according to the Quran?

If Idamisapeaceful religion, onethat shiesaway from promoting
violence, why isiit that it increasingly gets engulfed by violence?
Finger-point at Islam, in the same manner in which communism was
demonised during the Cold War, she says, adding that it is now
political Islam that carriesthe brunt. Further, Shaukat Ali saysthere
exists a small segment of society, the so-called military-industrial
complex, that finds conflicts lucrative and Islam is an innocent
bystander that gets dragged into them.

Shuakat Ali posed the questions of the book WWinning the Peace:
A Quest the question was debated at the launch of the book by
Salman Khurshid, Admiral Ramdasst Faroog Abdullah.

-AliaAllana
The Indian Express

AG Noorani : Jinnah and Tilak-Comradesin the Freedom
Struggle, Oxford University Press, Karachi, pp. 465 (HB), Rs.
795/-

Thisisasgood astudy of Jinnah as any that has been writtenin
the past, except that Noorani shows little understanding of the
emotional situation in India in the thirties that made Gandhi and
Nehru what they were. Gandhi, Nehru, Patel were as much victims
of their times as was Jinnah. Each reflected the time in which he
lived and cannot be blamed. By all means defend Jinnah, but the
damagehedidinthefinal analysisisunforgiveable. Hisego not only

damned him but it destroyed India and has kept up Hindu-Muslim
tension alive for over six decades. Jinnah stands condemned.

No excuse, that Jinnah has the blood of millions on his hands
which he cannot wipe off, Sad, but true. The usefulness of the book
is enhanced by appendices running into 200 pages, and very useful
and significant appendices they make. But one question remains:
why wasthe book published in Pakistan and not in India? What was
OUP afraid of ?

-MV Kamath
Courtesy-The Organiser

Amit Pasricha: The Sacred India Book, Shoestring, p. 224,
Price Rs. 10,000/-

Book offers a panoramic view of Indiaand its spiritual beliefs.
Known for his grandiose, large format books, Amit Pasricha has
pulled out al the stopsfor hislatest venture, The Sacred India Book
(Shoestring, Rs 10,000). The glossy 224 pages book comes with
over 100 panoramic photographs.

-Georgina Maddox
The Indian Express

Documentation

'India is not smply emerging, India has
already emerged’

-USPresident Barack H Obama, Central Hall of Parliament,
Monday, November 8

| want every Indian citizen to know: the United Stateswill
not simply be cheering you on from the sidelines. Wewill be
right therewith you, shoulder to shoulder. Becausewebelieve
inthepromiseof India. Andwe believethat thefutureiswhat
wemakeit.

For in Asia and around the world, India is not simply
emerging; India has already emerged. My confidence in our
shared futureisgrounded in my respect for India's treasured
past - a civilisation that has been shaping the world for
thousands of years. Indians unlocked the intricacies of the
human body and the vastness of our universe. And it isno
exaggeration to say that our information ageisrootedin Indian
innovations - including the number zero.

An ancient civilization of science and innovation. A
fundamental faith in human progress. And despite the skeptics
who said that this country was simply too poor, too vast, too
diverseto succeed, you surmounted over whelming odds and
became amodel to theworld.

The United States seeks security - the security of our
country, allies and partners. We seek prosperity - a strong
and growing economy in an open international economic
system. We seek respect for universal values. And we seek a
just and sustainable international order that promotes peace
and security by meeting, global challenges through stronger
global cooperation.

We need to forge partnerships in high-tech sectors like
defence and civil space. So we have removed Indian
organization from our so-called “entity list”.
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We can pursue joint research and development to create
green jobs; give Indians more access to cleaner, affordable
energy.

Together, we can strengthen agriculture. Cooperation
between Indian and American researchers and scientists
sparked the Green Revolution.

Together, we're going to improve Indian weather
forecasting systems before the next monsoon season.

And it'swhy, as strong and resilient societies, we refuse
tolivein fear, wewill not sacrifice the values and rule of law
that defines us, and we will never waver in the defence of our
people.

The United States will not abandon the people of
Afghanistan - or not region - to the violent extremist who
threaten us all.

Our strategy to disrupt, dismantle and defeat Al Qaeda
and its affiliates has to succeed on both sides of the border.
That iswhy we have worked with the Pakistani government
to addressthethreat of terrorist networksin the border region.

Like your neighbours in South-East Asia, we want India
to not only “look East”, we want India to “engage East” -
becauseitswill increase the security and prosperity of all our
nations.

| can say today - in the years ahead, | ook forward to a
reformed UN Security Council that includes India as a
permanent member.

We' re going to show that democracy, more than any other
from of government, delivers for the common man - and
woman.

Andwebelievethat when countriesand cultures put aside
old habits and attitudes that keep people apart, when we
recognise our common humanity, then we can begin to fulfil
the aspirationswe share. It'sasimplelesson contained in that
collection of stories which has guided Indiansfor centuries -
the Panchtantra. And it'sthe spirit of the inscription seen by
all who enter thisgreat hall: “ That oneismine and the other a
stranger isthe concept of littleminds. But to thelarge-hearted,
theworlditself intheir family.”

Thisisthe story of Indig; it's the story of America- that
despite their differences, people can see themselves in one
another, and work together and succeed together as one proud
nation. And it can be the spirit of the partnership between
our nations _ that even as we honour the histories which in
different timeskept usapart, even aswe preserve what makes
usunigue in aglobalized world, we can recognise how much
we can achieve together.

Thank you Jai Hind!, and long live the partnership
between India and the Untied States.

(Excepted fromMr Obama’s speech in the Central Hall of
Parliament on Monday, November 8, 2010.)

L etter

Congressand itsfuture

While speaking before the 2nd Round Table Conference
in 1931 inLondon, Gandhi ji hassaid - “ The Congress... isthe
oldest political organisation we havein India... It represents
no particular community, no particular class, no particular
interest. ... Above all, the congress representsin its essence,
the dumb. Semi-starved millions scattered over the length
and breadth of the land in its seven hundred thousand
villages.” On the same occasion he said that - “congress
knows no distinction of race, colour or creed; its platformis
universal.”

One wonders it the presently congress party is still the
same as conceived by Mahatma Gandhi? The party is
celebrating itsexistence of 125 years.

What isknown asthelast will and testament of Mahatma
Gandhi which he prepared just a day before his murder, on
30th January, 1948, he has asked the congress to desolve it
sfas”...... initspresent shapeandform, i.e. asapropaganda
vehicle and parliamentary machine. (the congress) has
outlived it use. India has till to attain social, mora and
economic independence it terms of the seven hundred
thousand villages as distinguished fromits citiesand towns.”
Gandhi ji therefore, suggested in hislast will to disband the
existing congress organisation and ‘ flower’ into aL ok Sevak
Sangh. He elaborated the rules for such an organisation.

He hoped that such an organisation would make villagers
self-contained and self-supporting through their agriculture
and handicrafts. His concept of a village was like of “an
oceanic circle” wherethevillage would be self sufficient and
would producelocally what were required by thefolks of that
particular village.

On several other occasions, Gandhi ji has talked about
the way the congress party was going from the ideals of its
original conceptualizes. He names them asAllian Oclavius
Hume, Pherozeshah Mehta, Dr Annie Besant and Dadabhai
Naoroji.

On the question as to how the congress ministers would
dischargethem selves, Ghandhi ji hasvery clearly mentioned
that ‘ministership isnot aprize’. Heraised the question of
disparity between the salaries of a minister and a chaprasi
and had asked asit “why should aminister draw Rs1,500/-
and achaprasi or ateacher Rs. 15/- per month?”

Hewasworried about the hideousineguality between the
rich and the poor and lower servicesand higher services. As
back as 1938, Gandhi ji hastalked about the * corruption in
congressranks . (Harijan, 23.4 1938, p. 88).

Perhaps the modern makers of the party who sevear by
Gandhi ji, would read about thought on the party.

-Dr. L. N. Mittal
H-883, Housing Board Colony
MORENA- 476 001
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