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Multiculturalism isdoomed tofail; societiesneed anational identity E

-David Cameron (British Prime Minister)

'We have got to get to the root of the problem, and we
need to be absolutely clear on where the origins of terrorist
attacks lie. That is the existence of an ideology, Islamist
extremism.’

Today | want to focus my remarks on terrorism, but
first let me address one point. Some have suggested that
by holding a strategic defence and security review, Britain
is somehow retreating from an activist role in the world.
That is the opposite of the truth. Yes, we are dealing with
our budget deficit, but we are also making sure our
defencesare strong. Britain will continueto meet theNato’'s
target for defence spending. We will still have the fourth
largest military defence budget in the world. At the same
time, we are putting that money to better use, focussing
on conflict prevention and building a much more flexible
Army. That is not retreat; it is hard headed.

Every decision we take has three aims in mind. First,
to continue to support the Nato mission in Afghanistan.
Second, to reinforce our actual military capability. As
Chancellor Merkel’s Government is showing right here in
Germany, what matters is not bureaucracy, which frankly
Europe needs a lot less of, but the political will to build
military capability that we need as nations and allies, that
we can deliver in the field. Third, we want to make sure
that Britain is protected from the new and various threats
that we face. That is why we are investing in a national
cyber security programme that | know William Hague
talked about yesterday, and we are sharpening our
readiness to act on counter-proliferation.

But the biggest threat that we face comes from terrorist
attacks, some of which are, sadly, carried out by our own
citizens. It isimportant to stress that terrorismis not linked
exclusively to any onereligion or ethnic group. My country,
the United Kingdom, still faces threats from dissident
Republicans in Northern Ireland. Anarchist attacks have
occurred recently in Greece and in Italy, and of course,
yourselves in Germany were long scarred by terrorism
from the Red Army Faction. Nevertheless, we should
acknowledge that this threat comes in Europe
overwhelmingly from young men who follow acompletely
perverse, warped interpretation of Islam, and who are
prepared to blow themselves up and kill their fellow
citizens. Last week at Davos | rang the alarm bell for the
urgent need for Europe to recover its economic dynamism,
and today, though the subject is complex, my message on
security isequally stark. Wewill not defeat terrorism simply
by the action we take outside our borders. Europe needs
to wake up to what is happening in our own countries. Of

course, that means strengthening, as Ms Angela has said,
the security aspects of our response, on tracing plots, on
stopping them, on counter-surveillance and intelligence
gathering.

But thisis just part of the answer. We have got to get
to the root of the problem, and we need to be absolutely
clear on where the origins of these terrorist attacks lie.
That is the existence of an ideology, Islamist extremism.
We should be equally clear what we mean by this term,
and we must distinguish it from Islam. Islam is a religion
observed peacefully and devoutly by over abillion people.
Islamist extremism is a political ideology supported by a
minority. At the furthest end are those who back terrorism
to promote their ultimate goal: An entire Islamist realm,
governed by an interpretation of Sharia h. Move aong the
spectrum, and you find people who may reject violence,
but who accept various parts of the extremist worldview,
including real hostility towards Western democracy and
liberal values. It is vital that we make this distinction
between religion on the one hand, and political ideology
on the other. Time and again, people equate the two. They
think whether someone is an extremist is dependent on
how much they observe their religion. So, they talk about
moderate Muslims as if all devout Muslims must be
extremist. This is profoundly wrong. Someone can be a
devout Muslim and not be an extremist. We need to be
clear: Islamist extremism and Islam are not the same thing.

This highlights, | think, a significant problem when
discussing the terrorist threat that we face. There is so
much muddled thinking about this whole issue. On the
one hand, those on the hard right ignore this distinction
between Islam and Islamist extremism, and just say that
Islam and the West are irreconcilable — that there is a
clash of civilizations. So, it follows: We should cut
ourselves off from this religion, whether that is through
forced repatriation, favoured by some fascists, or the
banning of new mosques, as is suggested in some parts
of Europe. These people fuel Islamophobia, and |
completely reject their argument. If they want an example
of how Western values and Islam can be entirely
compatible, they should look at what's happened in the
past few weeks on the streets of Tunisia and Cairo:
Hundreds of thousands of people demanding the universal
right to free elections and democracy.

The point is this: The ideology of extremism is the
problem; Islam emphatically is not. Picking a fight with
the latter will do nothing to help us to confront the former.
On the other hand, there are those on the soft left who
alsoignorethisdistinction. They lump all Muslimstogether,
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Multiculturalismisdoomed tofail...(contd.)

compiling a list of grievances, and argue that if only
Governments addressed these grievances, the terrorism
would stop. So, they point to the poverty that so many
Muslims live in and say, ‘get rid of this injustice and the
terrorism will end’. But this ignores the fact that many of
those found guilty of terrorist offences in the UK and
elsewhere have been graduates and often middle class.
They point to grievances about Western foreign policy
and say, ‘stop riding roughshod over Muslim countries
and the terrorism will end’. But there are many people,
Muslim and non-Muslim alike, who are angry about
Western foreign policy, but who don’t resort to acts of
terrorism. They aso point to the profusion of unelected
leaders across the Middle East and say, ‘stop propping
these people up and you will stop creating the conditions
for extremism to flourish’. But this raises the question: If
it's the lack of democracy that is the problem, why are
there so many extremists in free and open societies?

Now, I'm not saying that these issues of poverty and
grievance about foreign policy are not important. Yes, of
course we must tackle them. Of course we must tackle
poverty. Yes, we must resolve the sources of tension, not
least in Palestine, and yes, we should be on the side of
openness and political reforminthe Middle East. On Egypt,
our position should be clear. We want to see the transition
to a more broadly-based Government, with the proper
building blocks of a free and democratic society. | simply
don’t accept that there is somehow a dead-end choice
between a security state on the one hand, and an Islamist
one on the other. But let us not fool ourselves. These are
just contributory factors. Even if we sorted out al of the
problems that | have mentioned, there would still be this
terrorism. | believe the root lies in the existence of this
extremist ideology. | would argue an important reason so
many young Muslims are drawn to it comes down to a
question of identity.

What | am about to say is drawn from the British
experience, but | believe there are general lessons for us
all. In the UK, some young men find it hard to identify
with thetraditional Islam practiced at home by their parents,
whose customs can seem staid when transplanted to
modern Western countries. But these young men also find
it hard toidentify with Britain too, because we have allowed
the weakening of our collectiveidentity. Under the doctrine
of state multiculturalism, we have encouraged different
cultures to live separate lives, apart from each other and
apart from the mainstream. We' vefailed to provideavision
of society to which they feel they want to belong. We've
even tolerated these segregated communities behaving in

ways that run completely counter to our values.

So, when a White per son holds obj ectionable views,
racist views for instance, we rightly condemn them.
But when equally unacceptable views or practices come
from someone who isn’'t white, we've been too
cautious frankly — frankly, even fearful — to stand
up to them. The failure, for instance, of some to confront
the horrors of forced marriage, the practice where some
young girlsare bullied and sometimestaken abroad to marry
someone when they don’t want to, is a case in point. This
hands-off tolerance has only served to reinforce the sense
that not enough is shared. And this all leaves some young
Muslims feeling rootless. And the search for something to
belong to and something to believe in can lead them to this
extremist ideology. Now for sure, they don’t turn into
terrorists overnight, but what we see — and what we see
in so many European countries — is a process of
radicalisation.

Internet chatrooms are virtual meeting places where
attitudes are shared, strengthened and validated. In some
mosques, preachers of hate can sow misinformation about
the plight of Muslims elsewhere. In our communities,
groups and organisations led by young, dynamic leaders
promote separatism by encouraging Muslims to define
themselves solely in terms of their religion. All these
interactions can engender a sense of community, a
substitute for what the wider society has failed to supply.
Now, you might say, aslong as they’re not hurting anyone,
what is the problem with all this?

Well, 1’1l tell you why. As evidence emerges about the
backgrounds of those convicted of terrorist offences, it
is clear that many of them were initially influenced by
what some have called ‘non-violent extremists', and they
then took thoseradical beliefsto the next level by embracing
violence. And | say thisis an indictment of our approach
to these issues in the past. And if we are to defeat this
threat, | believe it is time to turn the page on the failed
policies of the past. So first, instead of ignoring this
extremist ideology, we — as Governments and as soci eties
— have got to confront it, in all its forms. And second,
instead of encouraging people to live apart, we need a
clear sense of shared national identity that is open to
everyone.

Let me briefly take each in turn. First, confronting and
undermining thisideology. Whether they areviolentintheir
means or not, we must make it impossiblefor the extremists
to succeed. Now, for Governments, there are some obvious
ways we can do this. We must ban preachers of hate
from coming to our countries. We must also proscribe
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Multiculturalismisdoomed tofail...(contd.)

organisations that incite terrorism against people at home
and abroad. Governments must also be shrewder in dealing
with those that, while not violent, are in some cases part
of the problem. We need to think much harder about who
it'sin the public interest to work with. Some organisations
that seek to present themselves as a gateway to the Muslim
community are showered with public money despite doing
little to combat extremism. As others have observed, this
isliketurning to aRight-wing fascist party to fight aviolent
white supremacist movement. So we should properly judge
these organisations: Do they believe in universal human
rights — including for women and people of other faiths?
Do they believe in equality of all before the law? Do they
believe in democracy and the right of people to elect their
own Government? Do they encourage integration or
separation? These are the sorts of questions we need to
ask. Fail these tests and the presumption should be not to
engage with organisations — so, no public money, no
sharing of platforms with Ministers at home.

At the same time, we must stop these groups from
reaching people in publicly-funded institutions like
universities or even, in the British case, prisons. Now,
some say, this is not compatible with free speech and
intellectual inquiry. Well, | say, would you take the same
view if these were Right-wing extremists recruiting on
our campuses? Would you advocate inaction if Christian
fundamentalists who believed that Muslims are the enemy
were leading prayer groups in our prisons? And to those
who say these non-violent extremists are actually helping
to keep young, vulnerable men away from violence, | say
nonsense.

Would you allow the far right groups a share of public
funds if they promise to help you lure young white men
away from fascist terrorism? Of course not. But, at root,
challenging thisideology means exposing itsideasfor what
they are, and that is completely unjustifiable. We need to
argue that terrorism is wrong in all circumstances. We
need to argue that prophecies of a globa war of religion
pitting Muslims against the rest of the world are nonsense.

Now, Governments cannot do this alone. The
extremism, we face, is a distortion of Islam, so these
arguments, in part, must be made by those within Islam.
So let us give voice to those followers of Islam in our
own countries — the vast, often unheard majority — who
despise the extremists and their worldview. Let us engage
groups that share our aspirations.

Now, second, we must build stronger societies and

stronger identities at home. Frankly, we need a lot less of
the passive tolerance of recent years and a much more

active, muscular liberalism. A passively tolerant society
says to its citizens, as long as you obey the law we will
just leave you aone. It stands neutral between different
values. But | believe agenuinely liberal country does much
more; it believes in certain values and actively promotes
them. Freedom of speech, freedom of worship,
democracy, the rule of law, equal rights regardless of race,
sex or sexuality. It saysto its citizens, thisis what defines
us as asociety: To belong hereisto believe in these things.
Now, each of usin our own countries, | believe, must be
unambiguous and hard-nosed about this defence of our
liberty.

There are practical things that we can do as well. That
includes making sure that immigrants speak the
language of their new home and ensuring that people
are educated in the elements of a common culture
and curriculum. Back home, we're introducing National
Citizen Service: A two-month programme for 16-year-olds
from different backgrounds to live and work together. |
aso believe we should encourage meaningful and active
participation in society, by shifting the balance of power
away from the state and towards the people. That way,
common purpose can be formed as people come together
and work together in their neighbourhoods. It will also
help build stronger pride in local identity, so people feel
free to say, ‘Yes, | am a Muslim, | am a Hindu, | am
Christian, but | am also a Londonder or a Berliner too’.
It's that identity, that feeling of belonging in our countries,
that | believe is the key to achieving true cohesion.

So, let me end with this. This terrorism is completely
indiscriminate and has been thrust upon us. It cannot be
ignored or contained; we have to confront it with
confidence — confront the ideology that drives it by
defeating the ideas that warp so many young minds at
their root, and confront the issues of identity that sustain
it by standing for a much broader and generous vision of
citizenship in our countries. Now, none of this will be
easy. We will need stamina, patience and endurance, and
itwon't happen at al if we act alone. Thisideology crosses
not just our continent but all continents, and we are all in
this together. At stake are not just lives, it is our way
of life. That iswhy thisis a challenge we cannot avoid,;
it is one we must rise to and overcome.

—This is the text of the speech delivered by Britain's
Prime Minister David Cameron at the Munish Security
Conference, setting out his view on radicalisation and
Islamic extremism.

courtsy: The Pioneer
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Secular India needs uniform civil code

Prafull Goradia

The Supreme Court’s recent reminder to the Union
Government about inaction on moving towards a common
civil codefor al communities has reopened adebate that began
soon after independent India declared itself to be a secular
republic. Article 44 of the Constitution says the state shall
move towards adopting a uniform civil code. The state, sadly,
has lacked the courage to do so

What Jawaharlal Nehru told Parliament on the need for a
uniform civil codeway back in 1956 isstill Government policy:
“1 should like a civil code which applies to everybody but
‘wisdom hinders'. If anybody else brings forward a Civil Code
Bill, it will have my extreme sympathy.” Thisis apropos of the
Supreme Court’s reminder to the Government on February 8
this year.

Nehru's comment reflected more a lack of courage than
the call of wisdom. In al the 47 years since Nehru's death no
one else has had the courage either. Goa, Daman and Diu
continue to follow common family laws as listed in the two
volumes on the subject authored by MS Usgaocar. The
common civil code was enacted in 1867 by the Portuguese
regime. It followed the Code Napoleon, as in Portugal.
In 1979, a widely attended conference was inaugurated by
Chief Justice YB Chandrachud. It was unanimously resolved
that the same family law should continue to uniformly apply
to all communities of the Union Territory of Goa, Daman and
Diu. In his foreword to volume |1, Justice GF Couto of the
Bombay High Court proudly stated that the Union Territory
had the privilege of already having a uniform civil code
recommended by Article 44 of the Constitution. The UCC was
conducive aswell as decisive for national integration the judge
went on to write.

If the Muslims of Goa, Daman and Diu find a uniform civil
code acceptable, why not the community in the entire country?
Isthis not an indication that our politicians are unaware of the
needs and aspirations of the citizens and are driven by their
desire to appease maulanas? Another concrete example of the
disconnect between Muslims and the Supreme Court was a
recent judgement on Haj subsidy. The Ministry for Minority
Affairs stated in September 2010 that the subsidy was un-
Islamic. The All-India Mushawarat also believes that it should
be gradually abolished. But the court stated that the subsidy
was necessary to preserve the ‘secular state’ that Jawaharlal
Nehru founded.

In his book, Impact of Secularism on Life and Law, 1973,
Chief Justice MU Beg wrote that questions on persona law,
such as marriage and succession, are not matters of religion.
It would be against reason to urge that a rule of succession
which is just for a Hindu or a Sikh family could be unjust in
another family because it professes a different religion. Does
this not imply that the preservation of sharia’h only for
personal law and opposition to a uniform civil code are for

ulterior reasons? In practice very few Muslims have more
than one wife. Polygamy, however, hangs as a Damocles sword
on the wife. Backed by triple talaaq, the freedom to almost
instantly marry another woman must keep the wife under
constant fear if she were to displease her husband. Justice
MC Chagla regarded polygamy as an insult to womanhood
and a discrimination between Hindu and Muslim women. Iran,
Egypt, Morocco, Jordan, Syria, Tunisia and even Pakistan
have abolished polygamy. In her work Resurgence of Indian
Woman, ArunaAsaf Ali wrote that political parties have come
to treat the minorities as vote-banks to be wooed through
their priestly class. This class, she continued, has vested
interest in keeping its flock backward. Triple talaag, according
to her, was disapproved by the Prophet.

Yet, Professor Tahir Mahmood, a former chairman of the
National Minorities Commission, rejects the call of Article 44
of the Constitution for auniform civil code for several reasons
of hisown. As quoted by MP Rgju in his book Uniform Civil
Code — A mirage, one reason was that it would be an
imposition on unwilling Muslims of awholly un-1slamic legal
culture. Another reason was that the uniform civil code was
being demanded by those prejudiced against Muslims. Yet
another reason was that the mythology of a majority cannot
be accepted as national history. Prof Mahmood has
conveniently overlooked the fact that the law in Indiais mostly
British given and not based on what he calls ‘Hindu
mythology’.

Even if we were to accept his contention, then why does
he happily accept the IPC and CrPC? Why does he not want
the hands of aMuslim thief cut off? Usury is haraam according
to the Quran, but neither the Kabuli money lenders nor the
Turkadas of south Gujarat are expelled from Islam. Moreover,
Prof Mahmood appears not to consider women to be Muslim.
Surely, many, if not most, of them resent the triple talaag or the
possihility of being one of several wives? Or else, why should
Shabana Azmi prefer a uniform civil code as the only way to
free Muslim women from the clutches of these injustices?
This view was expressed over a century ago by eminent
scholar of Islam. Prof Khuda Bakhsh, in whose name the
famous library of Patna was established, wrote that there can
be no two opinions as to the undesirability of polygamy. He
was no less clear on the pernicious problem of 1slamic divorce.
He joined hands with poet Mohammed Igbal in demanding a
radical change in the treatment of women in this respect. He
declared that in eastern Bengal divorce was the order of the
day and wives were put away as we cast off our old clothes.
No judicial inquiry, no positive proof, not atittle of evidence
of any sort was needed. Igbal went on to assert that the only
way in which a woman could get rid of a scapegrace of a
husband was by becoming an apostate. (Quoted from Indian
Islam by Murray T Titus)

courtsy : The Pioneer
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God isback, but won’t enter politics

-Utpal Kumar

Religionismaking acomeback acrosstheworld after years
of subjugation at the hands of ‘ secular’ forces. Utpal Kumar
analyses the trend and finds out why there is little role for
Indian God in politics

[t'srush hour of thegodsin India. The Almighty hasnever
been in so much demand as He is now. Statistically, the year
2010 saw arecord number devotees— 87.5 lakh to be precise
— visiting the Vaishno Devi shrinein Jammu & Kashmir. This
is next only to Tirupati which, on an average, has 60,000-
75,000 pilgrims visiting the temple complex everyday.
Interestingly, most of the devotees are young, educated
professionals ready to face terror threats — or even a
Sabarimala-kind of stampede— for faith. Thistrend hasalso
got echoed in a recent Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies survey that not only notes the rising levels of
religiosity in the country, but also finds the “urban educated
Indians to be more religious than their rural counterparts’.

This wasn’t always the case. Not very long ago, it was
fashionable to prophesise the end of religion. So much so
that the very “ spectacle of what iscalled religion” used tofill
Jawaharla Nehru with horror. And great American sociol ogist
C Wright Mills wouldn’t mind arguing in The Sociological
Imagination (1959) that “in due course, the sacred shall
disappear atogether, except, possibly, in the private realm”.
Such wastheextent of disbelief that even the much-venerable
Timemagazine had to do acover story in 1966: “|s God dead?’
As akid, in the late 1980s, even | could feel the ‘secular’
assault — real or imagined — as| would hear the RSS slogan,
“Garv se kaho hum Hindu hain (Be proud of being Hindu).”
This was the sign of defensiveness. Now one hardly hears
such slogans. Do we? This sense of ‘secular’ triumphalism
remained till the 1990s when Francis Fukuyama, in End of
History and the Last Man, predicted the success of
secularisation, and the Economist published God’s obituary
initsmillenniumissue.

The realisation, however, had by then set in that all was
not well on the * secular’ front. Writing in his 1999 book, The
Desecularisation of the World, Peter Berger pointed out that
theworldtoday “isasfuriously religious asit ever was’. Not
stopping there, he conceded that his assessment in the 1967
book, The Sacred Canopy — that the decline of religion was
inevitable in modern industrial societies — was erroneous.
“Instead, the world is becoming more religious as it is
becoming more modern,” he said.

The conventional belief was that modernisation, with
material prosperity, would result inthe decline of religion. To
our astonishment, it didn’t happen that way. Modernity
arrived, but the idea of divinity only got strengthened. And

thevery elementsthat were supposed to obliteratereligion —
technology, education, democracy and markets— combined
together to make it stronger.

Young Educated And Religious

Let’'s first try to figure out why modern, educated
professionals in India and elsewhere are turning religious.
The answer can be found in the book, Sacred and Secular, by
Pippa Norris and Ronald Inglehart. The book says that the
level of belief in modern, post-industrial societies bears a
strong correlation with the level of “existential insecurity”.

Existential insecurity! For most educated, middle class
individuals, it might mean ‘ professional uncertainty’. At first
glance, P SuryaPrakash, aDel hi-based private bank employee,
won’t ook religious. But spend five minuteswith him, and it
will be obvious that he has never missed a trip to Vaishno
Devi inthe past six years. “ A trip likethismakesmefed better.
| need divine help to survivethis cutthroat competition,” says
he.

Then thereis Sandeep Jiwan, an I T professional working
in Bangalore, who is preparing to visit Vaishno Devi for the
fourth consecutive year — he has also visited Tirupati twice.
“1 was out of job in mid-2008, primarily due to the economic
downturn. For amost six months | had no work. That year |
visited Vaishno Devi with my friends. And soon | got thisjob.
Sincethen, thevisit hasbecome apart of my annud itinerary,”
Jiwan says.

Pavan K Varma, the author of Becoming Indian, believes
this growing religiosity is areaction to hasty modernisation.
For him, religion is a refuge for the alienated urbanites,
uprooted from the old communitiesthey left behind invillages.
Varma assumes that the ‘traumatic’ transition to modern life
must be driving the new middle classes to seek out the
consolation of God in the company of fellow believers.

This, to an extent, explains the growing religiosity of
Prakash, who otherwiseishardly areligious person. Heattends
parties, occasionally drinks and prefers to have modern
gadgets. And, of course, hewishesto get married in aChurch-
style wedding. For him there is no contradiction between his
‘Western' lifestyle and religious orientation.

Meera Nanda tries to decode this paradox in her recent
book, The God Market, where she quotes ascientist from the
Indian Institute of Science as saying: “Many of usare double
people. As scientists we are rational. But as we leave the
|aboratory and go home, we behave differently.” Thisisthe
phenomenon of ‘ compartmentalisation’ made famous in the
Indian context by Milton Singer his1972 book, When aGreat
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God is back, but won’t enter politics (contd.)

Tradition Modernises. Singer said that the country’s unique
“cultural metabolism” allowed Indians to keep religion and
science in two separate boxes, each with its own norms and
objectives. No wonder, Prakash could be both modern
(Western) aswell asreligious at the sametime!

Indian God isarecluse

Nirad C Chaudhuri was often driven to exasperation by
the complexity of Hinduism. “ The more one studiesthe details
of thereligion themore bewildering doesit seem,” hefamoudly
said. “It is not simply that one cannot form a clear-cut
intellectual ideaof thewhole complex, it isnot possible even
to come away with a coherent emotional reaction.”

Itisthissenseof Hindu ambiguity that explains most recent
timesriddles. After al, weimmensely love our sadhus, but the
moment they talk of politics — or even appeal for getting
back black money from foreign safe havens — we turn
ambivalent. Oh, it's not the domain of a holy man, we
righteously tell ourselves. Wewant to clean up politics, but if
a‘'godman’ makesany such effort, we believe he should focus
on things spiritual .

This Hindu ambiguity also partly explains why, despite
peoplein genera moving towardsthe Right, the BJP performed
so badly in the last Lok Sabha elections. The party lost both
itsvote-share— from 22.2 per cent in 2004 to 18.8 per centin
2009 — aswel| asL ok Sabhaseats— from 138in 2004 to 116
fiveyearslater. The best indicator of the party losing its base
among itstraditional middle class constituency isitsrepeated
failuresto win the Delhi Assembly elections.

Poalitical Hinduism, which primarily emerged asareaction
to Nehruvian secularism, saw itself comingoutinabigway in
the late 1980s when the country witnessed a series of
cataclysmic crises— from theemergence of terrorismin Punjab
and Kashmir to the Congress's pseudo-secular pretensions
in the Shah Bano case. What also helped political Hinduism
take shape was Rgjiv Gandhi’s decision to initiate the first
wave of economic reforms, which along with the telecast of
Ramanand Sagar’'s Ramayan, hel ped create, what AshisNandy
calls, the transition of “traditional, localised Hinduism” to a
religion more centralised and national in outlook. Lord Rama
becamethe hero of the protesting middle class, which wanted
to disown everything Nehruvian.

Everything went well till the late 1990s when the BJP's
electoral headway was suddenly halted. Within a decade of
the Ram Mandir movement, Hindus returned to what is
mockingly called an “Indian norm”. Hindu anger against
‘Nehruvianism’ had spent itself by then. Why did it happen?
There can be two factorsinvolved in this. One, Hindus, after

lodging their strong protest through the Ram Mandir
movement, lost their sense of grievance. They stopped seeing
themselves at oddswith the power structure, with which they
could easily associate themselves and share similar optimism
inthe post-liberalisation era. This seemsthe reason why there
isrisein middleclassreligiosity and yet general indifference
towards what’s called political Hinduism. This also explains
why the BJP needsto reclaim its Rightwing position without
overtly pursuing the ‘Hindutva' cause.

The second reason was economicin nature. The forces of
economic liberalisation, setinmotionintheearly 1990s, opened
the floodgates of opportunitiesfor the people, who rushed in
from rural areas to the cities to take advantage of the new
possibilities in the emerging economic order. To begin with
they joined the movement in favour of political Hinduism, but
soon their anger subsided, and they began looking for some
kind of spiritual support that avillage/local deity oncefulfilled.
Thisis where the *God Market’ stepped in, bringing to the
fore “rush hour of the gods” — aterm first used by H Nelll
MacFarlandin 1967, inabook bearing the sametitle, to describe
the proliferation of new expressions of religiosity among
millions of Japanese |eft battered by World War 1.

Thus emerged a number of new-age gurus who hardly
pursued a matter of inherited faith. Instead, they provided a
unique spiritual experience depending on the need of a
particular individual. The proliferation of these ‘godmen’,
obviously the result of globalisation, ensured that India
becomes Hindu, but not in any way chauvinistic.

Why Allah ispalitically active

The same God who preferred to play reclusein India, didn’t
mindindulging in politicsel sawhere. L et’stake the example of
[ran which, under the Shah, was more Western than the West;
itisnow in the grip of Islamist fundamentalists. The reason:
The Shah moved too fast and too ahead without any real
political reforms. Such was hiszeal for Westernisation that he
made his soldiers go through the streets tearing off women’s
veils with their bayonets and ripping them to pieces. Just
before the 1979 Ilamic Revolution, aWest German foreign-
office expert had told the Time magazine: “For too long, the
Shah paid insufficient attention to political pressure groups
from Right and Left, dismissed them as rabble-rousers, and
was convinced that his lifting Iran economically at a rapid
pace would satisfy most of his people. He also thought that
he could keep things under control by the traditional method
of ruling with afirm, indeed oppressive, hand. It clearly has
not worked.”

The moral of the story is that economic miracles often
vanishinthin air in the absence of genuine political reforms.
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God isback, but won’t enter politics(contd.)

Thisalso explainsthe current Chinese uneasinessin the wake
of last month’s Egyptian ‘ revolution’.

L ebanese-born American university professor Fouad
Ajami attemptsto explain the reason behind the Arabian God
being so politically-motivated. In hisseminal work, TheArab
Predicament, he writes: “The fundamentalist call has
resonance becauseit invited men to participate... (in) contrast
to a political culture that reduces citizens to spectators and
asks them to leave things to their rulers.”

TheArabworldislikeapolitical desert with nored political
parties, no credible Opposition and, of course, no free press.
As a result, the mosque became the place to discuss and
deliberate palitics. Asthe only placethat cannot be banned in
Muslim societies, it is where all the reactionary and
revolutionary elements gathered, thus providing ‘God’ a
greater rolein politics.

The samething seemsto be happening in Kamal Atatirk’s
Turkey, which is now in the hands of an avowedly Islamist
party. The President’ swife, like most other womenin thecity,
wearsaheadscarf, onceregarded asasymbol of backwardness
in that country.

S0, it can safely be said that the Arabian God is politically
active because people have no freedom there to participatein
politics. This is the reason why the Arab Palace has been
restlessfor the past few months, since the Jasmine Revolution
inTunisia. Thisisthereason why Kings, Presidentsand Amirs
of West Asia get so scared of the Arab street. And thisis the
reason why Indian politiciansremain so indifferent to what's
happening in their not-so immediate western neighbourhood.
They know the Indian God won’t join politics.

courtsy: The Pioneer, Delhi

A history of crimesagainst India

Areview by M V Kamath

Sephen Knapp : CrimesAgainst India: And the
Need to Protect its Ancient Vedic Tradition:
[. Universe, Inc.,, New York; Pp 358 (PB), $24.95

TO read the history of Indiais to shed tears. Down the
centuries outsiders have invaded the country and the people
have paid dearly for it. The reason why, for instance, many
Muslim rulerscould conquer Indiawas simply because Hindu
rulers at home would not unite to fight a common enemy. As
Knapp putsitin plainterms, “there was acontinuous struggle
and warfare between the various Rajput states and these
rivalriesit waswhich madeitimpossiblefor the Rajput rulers
to join hands to oust the Ghazaniavids from the Punjab”.
When they could not — or would not — fight, they sought
peace by giving their daughters in marriage to the invader.
And so they survived.

Our history books are al so, even today, hesitant to tell the
truth about the conquerors. Knapp records that the Bahmani
Sultans of Central India made arule to kill 100,000 Hindus
every year. In 1399, Timur killed 100,000 Hindusin asingle
day, plus more at times. Knapp quotes KS Lal, the historian,
as saying that between 1000 AD and 1525 AD, The Hindu
population decreased by as many as 80 million.

Says Knapp: “This probably is the biggest holocaust in
the history of the whole world, right therein India’. And he
rightly asks: “Yet, not many people have either forgotten this
threat to the Indian Hindu population or have never heard or
learned about it? This negation of Indian history isitself a
crime against its population, when the people should know

and learn lessons from the past”.

It is not just Muslim invaders who tried to destroy
Hinduism—call it Vedicreligion, if necessary —in India. The
Portugueserulersin Goawereno lesscruel and barbaric. The
inquisition they practised once every two years was even
worse than any Muslim imposition of Islam on Hindus. One
of the Jesuits was to write: “When | have finished baptising
the people, | order them to destroy the huts in which they
keep their idols; and | have them break the statues of their
idolsinto tiny pieces, since they are now Christians. | could
never come to an end describing to you the great consolation
which fills my soul when | see idols being destroyed by the
hands of those who had been idolators”.

For all that and al that, Hinduism has survived and it is
even getting accepted abroad, though Hinduism does not
believein conversion. A well known US mediapersonality is
quoted assaying: “Now weareall Hindus’. In Russia, Knapp
claims, one per cent of the population aver that they are
Hindus. But, it would seem, the worst enemies of Hinduism
are Hindus themselves. They are giving up their own Vedic
heritage and culture which Knapp describes as “the last
bastion of deep spiritual truth”. As he puts it: “The Vedic
culture and philosophy offers deep insight into spiritual
knowledge that can be found nowhere else” and “it provides
for levels of thought and knowledge of the soul and the
Supreme, and the spiritual reality that are hardly matched
elsewhere’.

The book is divided into four parts. Part One recalls the
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A history of crimesagainst India... (contd.)

war against India’sancient traditions. Knapp insiststhat “we
have to remember that a true religion paves the war for
everyone to become spiritually aware and to establish his or
her own relationship with the Supreme and the Vedic system
is an ideal means for supplying that”. Indeed, he says, “the
spiritua principlesinthe Vedic system are universal, meaning
they can be appliedin any timeor placeintheuniverse”. Part
Two describes the battle waged by Indians to protect their
culture and what the Ghaznis, the Ghoris, the Slave Sultans,
the Khaljis, the Sayyids and the L odis did to plunder temples
and destroy places of worship and otherwise seek to eliminate
Hindu cultureand civilisation.

Knapp detailsthe sacking of Chidambaram and Sri Rangam,
the plunder of Puri’'s Jagannath Temple, Sikandar Lodi’'s
trestment of Mathura, the destruction of Dwarka, the Govindaji
Templein Vrindavan, theKeshavaTemplein Mathura, to name
afew. What the Portuguese did in Goa is not forgotten, nor
what Christian missionaries el sewhere did. Onewhol e chapter
isgiventotheimpact of Britishrulein India.

Part Three dealswith the flaseimage sought to beimposed
on Indians by the vicious propagation of the Aryan Invasion
theory and the damage it has wrought. Casteism is seen asa
scourge of Hinduism or a perversion of a legitimate Vedic
System that needs to be fought or at least seen in its proper
perspective. Knapp also discusses such issues as the dowry
system, bonded labour, malnutrition of poor children and
saving the girl child. He spares none. As for the concept of
‘Aryan’ and ‘Dravidian’, Knapp insists that it was used by
the British to establish a lower class of Indians who were

oppressed by ahigher class, and to enabletherulersto “divide
the Indian peopleinto quarreling factions’. According to him,
theideaof ‘Aryan’ and ‘Dravistian’ people as separate races
isnot only ‘insidious’, but “completely flase”.

Part Four ismorefocused on Sanatanadharmaand how to
educate the GenNext on our Vedic heritage and establish an
‘Open-door’ policy of sharing our culture and traditionswith
others. Knapp is extremely upset over the manner in which
state governments have taken over temples, literally robbing
them of their income and using the revenues for purposes
other than providing succour to Hindus. An agry knapp says:
“The threat to the survival of Hindu civilisation is real ...
Hindus should not sit quiet, but must be active’. He rubbishes
the “elite of India” who damn any Hindu who stands up for
hisreligion ashaving a“Hindutvamind-set” and onewishing
to “saffronise the nation”.

A chapter on Kashmir should be must reading. Thisis
where Knapp says “as many as 60,000 people were killed,
750,000 rendeced homeless and 600 villages renamed with
Islamic names’. Adds Knapp: “Inspite of the protests by the
Kashmiri Pundits, theworld looked the other way and remained
silent. India’'s government did next to nothing. Even Human
Rights activists remained silent, it was another holocaust in
Indiaagainst Hinduswith no help from anyone”. Thereisone
unspoken messagein thiswork, to our secularists. Itis: “ Read
it”. But who wantsto listen to Truth?

(ITUniverse, 1663 Liberty Drive, Bloomington, IN 47403,
WWW.iuniverse.com)

Diary of Events

March 1 Iran has protested against the already controversia
logo of the 2012 Olympic Games, saying theemblemisracist
and spellstheword “ Zion”, the ILNA news agency reported.
The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 29.

March 2 The CPM demanded aprobeinto thealleged “terror
links” of E Ahamed, the Union Minister of state for External
Affairsand president of the Indian Union Muslim League, an
aly of the Congress. “Ahamed arranged passport for blast
accused to flee”. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 9.

Nineyearsafter the Godhratrain burning, special
court today sentenced 11 people to death and gave 20 life,
termingit“ararest of rarecase’, confirming aso the conspiracy
theory. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 1.

Mar ch 3 Pakistan’sMinority Affairs Minister Shahbaz Bhatti,
a Christian who had sought changes in the controversial
blasphemy law, was assassinated. On January 4, Punjab
Governor Salmaan Taseer had also been gunned down by a

police guard angered by his opposition to the blasphemy law.
The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1.

ISRO scientists have discovered a giant
underground chamber on the moon, which they claimed could
be used as a lunar base by astronauts for interplanetary
missions. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 5.

March 41 comefromapoor family. | started my career asa
class IV employee and the only asset | possess is integrity.”
That was Sarosh Homi Kapadiadescribing himself last year at
afelicitation ceremony for another judge. The Timesof India,
New Delhi, p. 15.

As expected, film star and BJP candidate Hema
Malini got elected to the Rajya Sabha from Karnatakain the
byelections held on March 3. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 8.

The US accused Iran of trying to “influence a
series of uprisingsin the West Asiathrough its proxies’ like
Hezbollah and Hamas, asit said that Tehran isinvolved with
the opposition movements in Bahrain and Yemen. The
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Diary of Events (contd.)

Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 11.

Mar ch 5 Chinaannounced astunning 12.7% hikeinitsdeclared
defence budget sending shivers down the collective spines
of itsneighboursincluding India, aswell asaround the globe.
The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 21.

The primary driver behind China's12.7% hikein
its declared defence budget and rapid modernisation of its
armed forces is to deter US from interfering in its
neighbourhood, especially vis-a-vis Taiwan. The Times of
India, New Delhi, p. 21.

Mar ch 6 When the Supreme Court demanded, “What the hell
isgoing oninthecountry?’ suspecting some* hidden” interest
wasworking overtimeto shield Hasan Ali Khan, it had more
than one reason for expressing its anguish over the
Government’s non-seriousness to prosecute money
launderers and tax evaders holding black money accounts.
The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1.

March 8 The 1971 Indo-Pak war saw mass exodus by the
Sodhas, a Ragjput clan, from Sindh in Pakistan to Kutch in
Gujarat. Thetrickleof migrantshasnot dried up since. One of
them is Ram Singh Sodha, a one-time minister and PML(Q)
MLA from Sindh. TheIndian Express, New Delhi, p. 1.

Germany’s new interior minister, appointed just
last week, has already managed to upset politicians, church
leaders and representatives of the Muslim community by
saying that ISamisnot apart of the German way of life. The
Times of India, New Delhi, p. 22.

Mar ch 9 New Delhi: 2G scam accused Shahid Balwa, whose
dubious Pakistani and underworld connections are being
probed, also alegedly had some Chinese links that raised
security concernswithin Indian agencies. The Timesof India,
New Delhi, p. 13.

March 13 Bar council of India has recommended that all
advocates in the country will soon have to accept fees only
by cheque. And if the payment isto be made in cash, proper
receipts must be furnished to the client and a register of the
same will be required to be maintained by advocates. The
Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 9.

The earthquake-cum-tsunami packed such fury
that it has moved Japan's main island, Honshu, by about 8
feet, it has also caused the Earth’s axis to wobble by about 4
inches - something that experts say will lead to the shortening
of the day by 1.6 microseconds, or just over amillionth of a
second. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 1.

March 14 The last time the Jamiat Ulema-i-Hind (JUH) hit
the headlineswasin November 2009 when it reiterated an old
fatwa against singing Vande Matram. And now the
supposedly nationalist organization- last week, at itsmanaging
committee’s meeting in Delhi, cautioned Muslims against

“vices’ such astelevision, cinemaand condoms. The Times
of India, New Delhi, p. 13.

Mar ch 18 Panthers Party leader Harsh Dev Singh, raising the
matter during zero hour, said that the nomencl ature of Governor
be changed as‘ Sadr-e-Riyasat’ and that of Chief Minister as
‘Wazir-e-Azam’ “isaplot to project to the outside world that
Jammu and Kashmir is a separate sovereign country.” The

Hindu, Gurgao, p. 5.

Taking healthcare to the masses will be India's
biggest challenge in the next two decades, and the ancient
medicina system of ayurvedaistheonly reliableway of doing
so, Sam Pitroda, adviser to the PM, said. The Hindustan
Times, New Delhi, p. 15.

March 19 The security establishment has several specific
detailstolink Shahid Balwa, hisfather Usman Ebrahim Balwa,
Vinod Goenka, hisfather KrishnaMurari and brother Pramod
Goenka to the Dawood gang and Chhota Shakeel, Shahid
Balwa and Vinod Goenka are currently in jail in connection
with the 2G scam. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 10.

March 20 The United States hasindicated it will not oppose
China’ sbuilding of two nuclear reactorsin Pakistan, and will
give Beijing a pass on its non-proliferation commitments by
alowing the deal to go ahead in spite of concernsthat it will
violate international guidelines governing nuclear trade. The
Hindu, Gurgaon, p. 9.

March 22 Janata Party president Subramanian Swamy
threatened to drag the name of Union Home Minister P
Chidambaram and Congress president Sonia Gandhi’s son-
in-law Robert Vadrain the 2G spectrum scandal. The Pioneer,
New Delhi, p. 8.

A 5.5-foot cobra has been advised “ compl ete bed
rest” after avet conducted atwo hour, life-saving surgery on
it here. A bulldozer had gone over it puncturing its abdomen.
Theintestineshad popped out. The Times of India, New Delhi,
p. 15.

Search giant Google accused the Chinese
government of blocking its Gmail serviceinthe country, after
month-long online disruption that coincided with an internet
campaign calling for protests like those in the Arab nations.
The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 22.

WikiLeaks accused Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh of deliberately misleading the public by claiming that
theleaked USdiplomatic cablesallegedly pointing to payoffs
to the MPs during a 2008 parliamentary trust vote were not
authentic. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 1.

March 23 After taking on former Telecom Minister A Raja,
Janata Party president Subramanian Swamy has now targeted
his old rival Home Minister P Chidambaram, and on similar
lines. He sought Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s sanction
to prosecute Chidambaram under Prevention of Corruption of
Act. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 5.

Chinese scientistsclaim to have created aherd of
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Diary of Events (contd.)

morethan 200 cowsthat is capable of producing milk similar
to that of humans. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 21.

March 24 Syrianforceskilled at |east six peoplein an attack
on a mosque in the southern city of Deraa, site of
unprecedented protests challenging President Bashar al-
Assad's Baathist rule, residents said. The Times of India,
New Delhi, p. 23.

March 25 Chinahas stepped up effortsto protect its nuclear
technol ogy export to Pakistan amid fearsthat theinternational
Atomic Energy Agency may review it following the crisisin
Japan. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 23.

M ar ch 26 Stating that epic like Ramayana and Mahabharata
develop the Spiritual Quotient (SQ) of an individual, senior
BJP leader LK Advani said SQ is the best parameter to
determine ability and aptitude of one. “ Contrary totheprinciple
of West that a person’s capability and intelligence can be
judged through his Intelligence Quotient (IQ) of Emational
quotient (EQ). The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 2.

Though Jaitley did not name Congresschief Sonia
Gandhi or her parliamentarian son Rahul, the onslaught was
directed against them. Thefamily’s differences with the PM
are increasing each passing day. Jaitley added, “Members of
adynasty achieve the right to govern as they are born in the
dynasty. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1.

A flotilla of Indian Naval ships and two of its
reconnaissance aircraft are presently exercising in the South
China Sea, closeto thevital sealanesor shipping at the straits
of Mallacca. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 11.

The Indian cricket team should win the World
Cup, but Pepsi, the aerated soft drink which several top Indian
cricketersendorse, should be* destroyed’ from theworld, yoga
guru Baba Ramdev said. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 6.

March 27 Chinese People's Liberation Army chief Genera
Chen Bingde has concluded histhree-day Nepal visit seen as
part of Beljing'seffortsto strengthen its strategic presencein
India’s neighbourhood. The Timesof India, New Delhi, p. 21.

March 28 A US scholar has claimed that the Bible may have
been forged as several New Testament books were actualy
written by people who lied about their identity, pretending to
bethe apostles Peter, Paul or James. The Timesof India, New
Delhi, p. 15.

British industrial designer Sir James Dyson has
aleged that Chinese students at the country’s universities
are stealing scientific and technological secrets and passing
them on to their country. The Times of India, New Delhi, p.
16.

Mar ch 29 Inanother stinging remark, the Supreme Court today
slammed the government for not making any effort to probe

sources of black money or thethreat to national security even
after “sleeping” over theissue since 2008. The Tribune, New
Delhi, p. 2.

March 30 A senior leader of the Congressin Keralaaleged
that rackets involving certain State leaders were operating
from party president Sonia Gandhi’s office even as leaders
disappointed dueto denial of seatsfor theApril 13 Assembly
election were preparing to form aseparate group. The Pioneer,
New Delhi.

March 31 Alleged Hindu extremists, Swami Aseemanand, has
told the Ajmer Chief Judicial Magistrate that his confession
to the CBI was under coercion from investigation agencies.
And so was hisletter allegedly suggesting he wanted to turn
approvers. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 2.

April 1Inastatewherethe DMK gained political strength by
whipping up emotional and violent anti-Hindu agitations in
the late sixties and early seventies, Hindi-speaking people
from different parts of the country have started finding
acceptance in every walk of life, including politics. The
Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 11.

The Punjab BJP claimed that it was the saffron
party initsearlier avatar asthe Jan Sangh that had rehabilitated
the martyr’s family politically post-Independence. Shaheed
Bhagat Singh’sfamily had chosen to align itself with the Jan
Sangh and had even remained associated with it for anumber
of years. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 5.

April 3 Tibetan leader the Dalai Lama announced his
retirement from the political head of the Tibetan government
expressed hope with the new would-be-representative to
spread the message of peace and harmony around the world.
The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 4.

April 4 An Election Commission team is expected to visit
Cairo soon to assist the Egyptian authorities in making
preparationsfor the electionsin theArab nation. The Tribune,
New Delhi, p. 11.

April 5 Amidst celebrations over the Indian victory in the
Cricket World Cup, senior BJPleader L K Advani said at the
coreof thecurrent euphoriawastheideaof India. The Stadium
itself, it was a sight to be seen to be believed. Thousands of
flags were being waved, songs like Vande Mataram, Sare
Jahan Se Achha were being chanted. Emotions and feelings
werevirtually exploding, headded. The Indian Express, New
Delhi, p. 4.

April 6 A senior Army commander has publicly expressed
apprehensions about Peopl €’ sLiberation Army troopsof China
actually being stationed along the volatile 778-km-long LoC
between Indiaand Pakistan. The Times of India, New Delhi, p.
13.

Noted social activist AnnaHazare began hisfast-
unto-deathtill the government agreesto form ajoint committee
comprising 50 per cent officials and remaining citizens and
intellectuals to draft the anti-corruption Bill. The Tribune,
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Diary of Events (contd.

New Delhi, p. 1.

EC flying squads in T N recover Rs 5 crore in
gunny bagsfrom the roof of apassenger bus. Politiciansusing
bicycles and two-wheelers for transporting cash.
Ambulances, police jeeps being used to carry money. The
Tribune, New Delhi, p. 1.

April 7 Physicistsat the Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory
are planning to announce they have found a suspicious bump
intheir datathat could be evidence of anew elementary particle
or even, somesay, anew force of nature. Bumpin datasuggests
USatom smasher has made a spectacular discovery, physicists
hold their breath. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 21.

Jamaat-e-Ulema-e-Hind, an organisation of
Musdlim clerics merged with the BJP accusing the Congress of
hoodwinking the minority community all theseyears. Members
of this Delhi-based group joined BJP in the presence of party
chief Nitin Gadkari, who welcomesthe minority leadersto his
party-fold. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 4.

April 8 Author Chetan Bhagat praised Gujarat Chief Minister
NarendraModi and asked him to play bigger rolein national
politics. Modi responded in a lighter vein that he did not
know what would happen to Bhagat and ASSOCHAM
president Dileep Modi, now that they had praised him. The
Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 6.

April 9 Athree-member team, including itsmost media-friendly
face Ram Madhav, went to the site of the fast-unto-death. A
letter from general secretary Bhaiyyaji Joshi wasdelivered to
Anna, pledging the organi sation’swholehearted support. The
Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 6.

Diplomatic relations between Pakistan and Iran
are under a cloud after the Iranian government protested
recruitment of Pakistani military officials into the Bahraini
policeforces. The Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 17.

April 11 Hitting back at AICC generd secretary Rahul Gandhi
for commenting on his advancing age, KeralaCM V S
Achuthanandan called the Gandhi scion “Amul baby”. The
Times of India, New Delhi, p. 11.

April 12 Even as he thanked activist AnnaHazare for having
praised his rural development activities in the state, Gujarat
chief minister NarendraModi claimed it wasthe RSSthat had
first educated him about Hazare's work in villages. The
Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 10.

JanataDdl (S) leader and former Chief Minister H
D Kumaraswamy raised a controversy by saying Mahatma
Gandhi would have resorted to corruption had he been into
politicstoday. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 6.

JD(S) leader HD Kumaraswamy's remarks that
Mahatma Gandhi would have turned corrupt in the present-

day poalitics, drew sharp reaction from leaders, including Anna
Hazare, who wondered how the country could eliminate
corruptionif leaderstalked likethis. “If leadersaretalking like
this, how are you going to root out corruption?’. The Indian
Express, New Delhi, p. 3.

April 13 According to Foundation for National Security
Research director Satish Kumar who edited the national
security review, defence capability economic strength,
effective population, technological capability and energy
security. TheUSisat thetop of thelist onthebasisof criteria
followed by China, Japan and Russia. The Times of India,
New Delhi, p. 11.

April 14 France' sban onthe Mudimfull faceveil hastriggered
calls on militant online forums for armed retaliation against
the country, a US-based terrorism monitoring service said.
The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 18.

April 15 Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi used the
occasion of BR Ambedkar’sbirth anniversary totarget Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh for not casting his vote in the
recent Assembly electionin Assam. The Pioneer, New Delhi,

p. 1.
April 16 More than 300 people have been killed - including
more than 120 on Friday and Saturday - since the uprising
against Assad's regime began five weeks ago, according to
right’sgroups. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 16.
Iranisbuilding aconcretefenceall along its 700-
km long border with Pakistan to stop cross-border movements
of terrorists, according to the country’s defence minister. The
Times of India, New Delhi, p. 20.

April 17 Vande Mataram echoed throughout the five days of
AnnaHazare' sfast at Jantar Mantar and el sewhere, wherever
his supporters had assembled in different parts of the country.
Isit witnessing a new kind of nationalism? Or is it that the
past controversies surrounding Vande Mataram no longer
bother the 21st century civil society? The Times of India,
New Delhi, p. 17.

April 18 Janata Party president Subramanian Swamy has
sought sanction from Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to
prosecute Congress president and National Advisory Council
(NAC) chairperson Sonia Gandhi under the Prevention of
corruption Act. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 4.

April 19 President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad accused Tehran's
arch-foe the United States of wanting to create tension
between Iran and Arabs, adding that the attempt would fail.
The Pioneer, New Delhi,  p. 11.

April 20 The prime witness in the Best Bakery case was
“manipulated” and “coerced” to give fase evidence before
thetrial courtin Mumbai. Thisstarting disclosurehhasemerged
from an affidavit sent to the Chief Justice of Bombay High
Court on June 17. Sheikh Yasmeen hasimplicated socid activist
Teesta Setalvad for her “fabricated deposition.” The Pioneer,
New Delhi, p. 1.
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Diary of Events (contd.,)

April 21 All attempts by the corporate honchos to avoid
custody proved futile as they were sent to custody by the
special court in connection with theinfamous 2G scam. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1.

April 22 ‘Educational and research institutions are
administered by people from IAS or similar administrative
backgrounds, many without any real interest in education.’
“Administrative autonomy dedicated budget for R&D,
recruitment and promotion of faculty are some of the other
issues that require attention.” The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 2.

“Is every government agency sleeping,” the
Supreme Court asked in exasperation after the Centre said it
primarily treated money stashed abroad as tax evasion and
promised to probe the money trail and impact on nationa
security after the offenders faced prosecution. The Times of
India, New Delhi, p. 1.

Senior RSSleader Indresh Kumar and former RSS
ideol ogue Govindacharaya expressed support to the Tibetan
struggle. Both leaders, who were the guests of the Tibetan
government-in-exile, however, were not allowed to meet the
Dalai Lama. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 9.

India sparadise on earth, Jammu & Kashmir, Isn't
al that heavenly aplace for agirl child. Whilein 2001, the
number of girls per 1,000 boys (aged between 0-6) stood at
941, the latest Censusfound that it has plummeted to 859. At
present, there are 82 fewer girls in the state per 1,000 boys.
The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 13.

April 24 UK PM David Cameron said his country could look
into London-based former Pakistan president Musharraf’s
extraditionif |slamabad pursuesthe caselegally. The Timesof
India, New Delhi, p. 24.

It ismaking rounds among the physics community
that the world's largest atom smasher may have detected a
long-sought subatomic particle called the Higgs boson, also
known asthe* God particle.” The Times of India, New Delhi,
p. 15.

According to a report in a leading British

newspaper, the PM had initiated secret talks with Pakistani
army chief Ashfag Kayani 10 monthsago through an unofficial
envoy. Theview inLondon seemsto bethat the peace process
is being driven by the process is being driven by the US,
which has a stake in reducing tensions between India and
Pakistan. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 11.
April 25 Sri Sathya Sai Baba, worshipped by millionsasgod
incarnate died on Sunday in Puttaparthi, Andhra Pradesh,
leaving behind a vast spiritual empire with estimated assets
of at least Rs. 40,000 crore and no chosen successor to occupy
hismantle. He was 85. The Mint, New Delhi, p. 1.

China has permitted public worship of part of a
skull believed to be of Xuan Zang, an eminent Chinese monk
who travelled to India through the silk route in 630 AD and
brought Buddhism to the country. The Times of India, New
Ddlhi, p. 16.

April 26 Taliban militantstunneled almost 480 inmates out of
prisonin Kandahar overnight, whisking them through a1,000-
foot-long underground passage dug over months. A
government spokesman said it wasa ' disaster’. The Times of
India, New Delhi, p. 1.

Khalid Sheikh Mohammed mastermind of the 9/
11 attacks, told interrogatorsthat al-Qaidahad hidden anuclear
bomb in Europe which would unleash a“ nuclear hellstorm” if
Qaida chief Osama bin Laden was captured. The Times of
India, New Delhi, p. 1.

April 27 Mahatma Gandhi himself had labeled a just, ideal
state as Ram Rajya, saying this could be established through
the politics of development. Gadkari speaking in Ayudhialaid
down what Ram Rajyameant: no cow slaughter social justice
for al and service to the poor. The Hindustan Times, New
Delhi, p. 15.

WikiL eaks founder Julian Assange said there are
Indian names in the Swiss bank data list that are going to be
made public. The Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 11.

April 28 Lobsang Sangay, a42-year-old Harvard scholar, has
been elected by Tibetans across the world as the new Prime
Minister of Tibet's government-in-exile, as reported by The
Indian Express, earlier. Thendian Express, New Delhi, p. 7.

April 29 AIMPLB has threatened the Government with
nationwide protest’s from the Muslim community if its
recommendations on the new Wagf Act and the Right to
Education Act are not given due consideration. The new Wagf
Act for example attempt to make available the benefits on
Weagf propertieswhich are meant exclusively for Muslimsto
non-Muslimsaswell. That Wagf propertieswereall forcibly
taken away from local Hindus usually after their land was
invaded or through royd decrees, astheformer BJPMP Prafull
Goradiahasnoted in several articles published in The Pioneer
and elsewhere. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 8.

One of most popular US Ambassadors in India
Timothy J Roemer announced his decision to quit sources
said he had conveyed this to South Block about three weeks
ago - long before New Delhi communicated its decision to
rgect bidsfrom US companiesfor the $10-billionfighter aircraft
deal. TheIndian Express, New Delhi, p. 1.

Select Articles

Aloveaffair turnssour : SandhyaJain, ThePioneer, New
Delhi,March 1, 2011, p. 6.

The USthought it could buy Pakistan’sloyalty by writing
out billion-dollar cheques. Asthe spat over Raymond Davis
shows, the US thought wrong.
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Verdict ablowtobogusactivism : Sandeep B, ThePioneer,
New Delhi, March 1, 2011, p. 7.

For nineyearsjholawallahs have been running amalicious
campaign of calumny to distort the truth about the carnagein
Godhraand overstating the facts of the violencethat followed.
The special court’s judgement has exposed the lot.

Thelistislong: Bibek Debroy, thelndian Express, New
Delhi, March 1, 2011, p. 15.

Expenditure needsto be decentralised, Central sector and
centrally sponsored schemes must be scrapped, artificial
distinctions between Plan/Non-Plan and Revenue/Capital
must go. Why do we have these large number of schemes,
with token amounts of expenditure?

Chinese threat looms large : Ashok K Mehta, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, March 2, 2011, p. 6.

AK Antony should issue an operational directive for the
defenceforcesto prepare and equip for atwo-and-a-half front
wa.

ClIA’'sRamborunsamok : G Parthasar athy, ThePioneer,
New Delhi, March 3, 2011, p. 8.

With tensions mounting between Pakistan and the US
over theRaymond Davisaffair, theflawsin American’ sAfPak
policy have become more glaring than before.

Equationsafter theelections: Ashok Malik, ThePioneer,
New Delhi, March 5, 2011, p. 6.

If MamtaBanerjee and J Jayalalithaawereto win handsome
victoriesin the coming Assembly polls, we could witness an
early general election.

Unjugt, inequitable, morally wrong: SGurumurthy, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, March 5, 2011, p. 7.

Pranab Mukherjee revealed again the disproportionate
sympathy nursed by the so-called aam admi ka sarkar for
therich. Tax giveaways may win accoladesfrom Indialnc and
its media cheerleaders, but steals from the poor and middie
classtheir future.

Caesar’sWife, Teflon-Coated : Arun Jaitley, TheTimes
of India, New Delhi, March 5, 2011, p. 18.

Quashing the appointment of an incumbent CVC, the
Supreme Court has merely stated the obvious. The decision
to appoint a CVC must enhance institutional integrity, not
render it suspect. The Supreme Court judgment on the CVC
both shames and exposed the government.

Seeped in history : Dev Brat Vashisth, The Tribune,
Spectrum, New Delhi, March 6,2011, p.3.

Ancient coins of the Indo-Greek eraand broken pieces of
earthenware belonging to the M auryaempire have been found
in Naurangabad, near Bhiwani, in Haryana, writes Dev Brat
Vashisth.

Revolution of rising expectations: Mayuri Mukherjee,
ThePioneer, New Delhi, March 7,2011, p. 7.

Arabs are rising against autocratic regimes not only
because many of them are poor and unemployed but also
because their rulers have failed to respond to a new society
with anew economic order.

Theglaringdark irony of Pakistan : Nadeem F Par acha,
ThePioneer, New Delhi, March 8, 2011, p. 7.

Pakistan’s growing urban middle classis still playing out
a redundant fantasy: A flight of fancy that sees Pakistan as
some monolithic and single-dimensional construction where
everyone can be pigeonholed within asingle concept of faith
and language.

Thewheel of timegoesaround eternally : Vijayendra
Mohanty, The Pioneer, New Delhi, March 9, 201, p. 7.

There's no need to blindly ape the West. We must not
forget that if we disown our history, our identity shall belost
in darkness, says Vijayendra Mohanty.

Deathly silenceprevailsin Pakistan : GwynneDyer, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, March 9,2011, p.7.

Whilethe people of Arab statesare overthrowing dictators,
Pakistan is sinking deeper into intolerant I slamic extremism.
Emboldened by the meek response of the people to the
assassinations of Salman Taseer and Shahbaz Bhatti, |slamist
vigilanteswill now become more brutal.

New Egypt and M udim Brotherhood : Shadi Hamid, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, March 10, 2011, p. 9.

Unlikethe Muslim Brotherhood which enjoys considerable
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grassroots support throughout Egypt, the secular opposition
lacks strong parties and any organised presence outside of
Cairo and Alexandria. In other words, if elections were held
tomorrow, they wouldn’'t stand a chance. And, even if
electionsare held in six months, they might still havetrouble
competing.

Thenorth poleismoving: Guy Adams, TheTribune, New
Delhi, March 11, 2011, p. 14.

Movement of the magnetic north is causing problemsfor
aviation, navigation and wildlife, says Guy Adams. Geologists
believethat magnetic North Pole (which isdifferent from the
true North Pole, the axis on which the Earth spins) moves
around due to changes in the planet’s molten core, which
containsliquidiron.

Trappedin hatred : Balbir Punj, ThePioneer, New Delhi,
March 14, 2011, p. 6.

Pakistan iscaught in avortex of jihadi violencefor which
it hasonly itself to blame. A country founded on theideology
of hate couldn’t have fared any better.

No Jamia ghetto, please: SaminaMishra, Thelndian
Express, New Delhi, March 15, 2011, p. 12.

There isa complex web of reasons that creates the sorry
state of education among Muslimstoday. Ordinary Muslims
face shocking levelsof discriminationin our country. But the
answer isnot to create awalled-in ghetto.

Dalai Lama and destiny of Tibetans: B Raman, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, March 15, 2011, p. 7.

To ensure that Tibetans do not lose their sense of
nationhood, the Dalai Lamashould select his successor before
it'stoo late. Thisisall the more important to prevent Beijing
from imposing its choice on Tibetans.

Thefateof freedom : Pratap Bhanu Mehta, Thelndian
Express, New Delhi, March 17,2011, p. 10.

At one level, revolutions represent this exhilarating
moment, when people claim their dignity and freedom. They
seem to be able to take their destiny in their own hands. On
the other hand, the conditions under which revolutions
succeed are rare indeed.

Masskilling of dogsthat guard Kashmir : Hiranmay
Karlekar, ThePioneer, New Delhi, March 17, 2011, p. 9.

The slaughter of street dogs in the Kashmir Valley calls
for afull inquiry. The hapless animals served as watchdogs
for theArmy against infiltrators crossing the LoC and alerted
security forces whenever danger was afoot.

Japan disaster worry for global economy : ErikaKinetz,
ThePioneer, New Delhi, March 17, 2011, p. 9.

The devastating earthquake, the resulting tsunami and
the threat of contamination from a damaged nuclear power
plant have spooked financial markets. Investors are fretting
about the effects of the disaster. If the world's third largest
economy were to go under, the impact would be felt far and
wide, saysErikaKinetz.

I ssuesinvolved in Somali piracy, Avoidablemediafrenzy
inIndia: G. Parthasarathy, TheTribune, New Delhi, March
17,2011. p. 9.

Sadly, there appearsto bevery little appreciation and even
lessunderstanding in Indiaabout the international challenges
that Somali piracy poses. These negotiations are invariably
between ship owners and pirates, with governments playing
adiscreet role behind the scenes.

Thepath todemocracy : Premen Addy, ThePioneer, New
Delhi,March 18, 2011, p. 6.

The Dalai Lama combines arare blend of goodness and
greatness that confounds his Chinese adversaries. His
decision to devolve power is a master stroke.

Trapped initsweb of deceit : Ashok Malik, ThePioneer,
New Delhi, March 19, 2011, p. 6.

There is a growing absence of logic and a delusional
rejection of reality astherest of the world seesit in what the
Congress has to say in its defence.

Killingthegolden goose: Vivek Kulkar ni, The Timesof
India, New Delhi, March 22, 2011, p. 20.

Ending the software technology parks of India scheme
will adversely impact Indian IT. With the incentives taken
away, alarge number of India's small IT companies will be
forced to fold up. Consequently, India will face job losses
running into millions.

Treat it asatip-off : Ashok Malik, TheHindustan Times,
New Delhi, March 23, 2011, p. 12.
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Lack of political will is preventing the government from
probing those named in the WikiL eaks expose, writes Ashok
Malik. Admittedly, not every crimind incident canleave behind
enough evidence to ensure aconviction. However, the truth
can till be reached and the guilty shamed.

My publicity agent : Arun Shourie, Thelndian Express,
New Delhi, March 24, 2011, p. 13.

That's what Kapil Sibal appears to be, rather than my
inquisitor. The rigorous VSNL agreement speaks for itself.
Sibal should institute an inquiry into the conduct of ministers
whose negligence has cost the country so much. The
ministers? P. Chidambaram and Pranab M ukherjee, thefinance
ministers of the UPA governments!

Calculus of intervention : Hiranmay Karlekar, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, March 26, 2011, p. 8.

TheUS-led, UN-sanctioned military interventionin Libya
ispossible not just about oil. It could be a preemptive strike
against Al Qaedain the Maghreb.

Uprising turnsinto lkhwan rising: Barry Rubin, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, March 28, 2011, p. 7.

While reporting on the ‘revolution’ in Egypt, journalists
with little or no knowledge of the country’s past and present
had waxed eloquent on the secular and liberal credentials of
the protesters at Tahrir Square. Subsequent events and the
spectacular rise of the Muslim Brotherhood have shown how
horribly wrong they werein presuming that | slamism had been
put to rest in Egypt. The Ikhwanis are preparing to take
chargeof Cairo.

China’'sgrowing military might, A major challengefor
India: Harsh V. Pant, TheTribune, New Delhi, March 29,
2011, p. 8.

At atime when the US is increasingly looking inwards,
China's military rise hasthe potential to change the regional
balance of power to India’s disadvantage.

L essonsfrom Fukushima: Sandhya Jain, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, March 29, 2011, p. 6.

India should reconsider the policy of setting up new
nuclear power plants. We do not need aterribletragedy similar

to that which is causing grief in Japan.

A second look at no-first use: Mayuri Mukherjee, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, March 29, 2011, p. 7.

Thirteen yearsafter Atal Bihari Vajpayee committed India
toano-first use nuclear strike policy, hisMinister for External
Affairs Jaswant Singh believes the time has come to revisit
andrevisethisstrategy. Referringto India sincreasingly multi-
dimensional security concerns, especially Pakistan’sgrowing
nuclear arsenal and deteriorating political situation, he has
cautioned the Government against sitting in yesterday’s
policy. He hasapoint.

Caution over misadventure : G Parthasarathy, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, March 31, 2011, p. 8.

Rather than go along with the West and back its
duplicitousdecisionto ‘intervene’ inLibya, Indiahasdecided
to chart its own independent course in foreign affairs.

A task not finished in 150, or 140, years: Nayanjot L ahiri,
Thelndian Express, New Delhi, March 31, 2011, p. 13.

The Archaeological Survey of India has a rich history.
But it hasatrophied over time, and isnow not even sure of the
date it was founded.

Minorities& Islamic Countries: Harendra Singh, The
Hindu Voice, March 2011, p. 42.

Case of aChristian lady awarded death penalty in Pakistan
which cameto limelight after nation of astate Governor,
did result ininternational protests but by and large nothingis
known in most other cases. So now isthetimefor rest of the
worldto rise, rescue and protect innocent suffering Minorities
inlslamic Countries.

MinakhaHindussucceed in countering | damist fanatics
: Hindu Samhati Media, TheHeritageExplorer, Feb.& March
2011, p. 4.

Minakha Hindus succeed in countering ILL-Designs of
Islamist Fanatics if Hindus struggle, they will emerge
victorious. Details eventsleading Hindusto put up avigorous
defence.

Atemplecomplexin Turkey discovered : Newsweek, The
Hindu Voice, March 2010, p. 16.

German-born archeol ogists Schmidt hasuncovered avast
and beautiful temple complex, a structure so ancient built
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11,500 years ago - a staggering 7,000 years before the Great
Pyramid, and more than 6,000 years before Stonehenge first
took shape. Religion now appears so early in civilized life -
earlier than civilized life, if Schmidtiscorrect - that somethink
it may be less aproduct of culture than a cause of it.

M aking of asecular heroout of acommunal Tipu Sultan
: Nithin Sridhar, TheHindu Voice, March 2010, p. 18.

“With the grace of Prophet Muhammed and Allah, almost
al Hindusin Calicut are convertedtolslam............. | consider
this as Jehad to achieve that object.” Inspite of enormous
evidences ...... which clearly show that Tipu Sultan was no
“secular” and “tolerant” till this myth is being portrayed in
academiccircles.

A Dutch court compares, Hitler’s'Mein Kampf’ and the
Quran : Leon DeWinter, TheHindu Voice, March 2010, p.
31.

What started as atrial against Geert Wilders for alleged
Islamophobia has nearly turned into its opposite: ahistorical
case about the message of the Quran. The Amsterdam court
trying the controversial Dutch politician is now preoccupied
with the question of whether this book, sacred to morethan a
billion believers, can be compared to one of the most vile
publications in the history of Western civilisation - Hitler's
“Mein Kampf.”

Gaddafi dividestheworld: Dilip Hiro, ThePioneer, New
Delhi,April 2,2011,p. 7.

In the aftermath of the US-led intervention in Libya, it
seems a Seven Years War situation has descended on the
lead nations of the world as they are actively frittering away
the gains from the previous 60 years of collaboration.

Atrophied state, appalling cricket : Ashok Malik, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, April 2,2011, p. 6.

TheWorld Cup hasdemonstrated how far behind Pakistan
has fallen when measured against its neighbours. It has
become a dysfunctional state.

Ignoranceisnot bliss: Devi Cherian, ThePioneer, New
Delhi,April 3,2011, p. 11.

All festivals are celebrated with enthusiasm by the
youngsters. However, they are ignorant about the history

behind them. Some of our young professionals do not even
know the difference between the Mahabharat and Ramayan!
They are well-versed with the Bible but that is due to their
interest in the western world.

Indian cricket in safest pair of hands: AyazMemon, The
Timesof India, New Delhi, April 4,2011, p. 12.

“A French general,” writes Brearley, “was oncetactlessly
asked after afamousvictory if it hadn’t really beenwon by his
second-in-command. He thought for some time before
answering. ‘Maybe so. But one thing is certain: if the battle
had been lost | would havelostit.” Dhoni learned from every
move, leading from thefront, not shying away from accepting
responsibility for mistakes made. Had India flopped, Dhoni
would have been roasted. That he hasn’t gives good reason
to toast him.

Of defenceand defensiveness: Ronen Sen, Thelndian
Express, New Delhi, April 4, 2011, p. 11.

How Indiastruggled to retain Russiaas a defence partner
after the USSR fell, and what that meansfor tieswith the US.

Thehorror couple: S. Prasannarajan, ThelndiaToday,
New Delhi, April 4,2011, p. 16.

Perhaps India is the only democracy where the prime
minister can till remain arare man of decency, dignity and
integrity even as he continuesto betheleader of arguably the
most corrupt government ever to rule India.

Mean-spirited Shahid Afridi : SunandaK Datta-Ray, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, April 7,2011, p. 8.

His comments may not directly affect India-Pakistan
relations but the sour taste they leave cannot but prejudice
Indian opinion.

Chinatroopsin PoK worry India: Ashok Tuteja, The
Tribune, New Delhi, April 7,2011, p. 18.

The presence of Chinese troops in Pakistan-occupied-
Kashmir (PoK) has been causing anxiety to New Delhi, which
has started strengthening infrastructure along the border.
They have been devel oping infrastructurein border regionin
Tibet and Xinjiang regions.

Caseof Ilamophabia: Venkata Vemuri, The Pioneer,
Foray, New Delhi, April 10, 2011, p. 2.

Baroness SayeedaWars, thefirst Muslim Cabinet Minister
in the UK, took alot of brickbats when she said in a highly
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charged speech a few months ago that 1slamophobia had
“passed the dinner-table test” to become socially acceptable
in the country.

Outburst of outrage : Balbir Punj, The Pioneer, New
Delhi,April 11, 2011, p. 8.

The support extended by alarge number of peopletoAnna
Hazare shows few are willing to accept rampant corruption
any longer.

It’sacivilian coup d’ etat : Sandhya Jain, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, April 12,2011, p. 8.

The inclusion of ‘civil society’ representatives in the
drafting committee of the Lok Pal Bill raises several
discomfiting questions. Where are we headed as a nation?

Throwing BRICSat dollars: P. Vaidyanathan lyer, The
Indian Express, New Delhi, April 15,2011, p. 11.

An undervalued yuan gives the world’'s second-largest
economy a huge, unfair advantage in trade. It is difficult to
imagine settlements in yuan given this background. India
hasn’t had such a deal with any other country except the
USSR

Burga ban a right decision : William Langley, The
Pioneer, Agenda, New Delhi, April 17,2011, p. 6.

France's banning of burga is quite popular among the
people. William Langley wonders why almost anything
politicians do that the voters approve of tends to be termed
populisme.

A perfect conspiracy to defeat Pakistan! : Nadeem F
Paracha, ThePioneer, New Delhi, April 18,2011, p. 9.

Since Pekistanisbelievethat their cricket team cannot lose
a match, especially to Team India, they are convinced that
there must be something moreto the Mohali defeat than meets
the eye! Colourful conspiracy theories are still doing the
rounds.

Therot runsfar toodeep : Joginder Singh, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, April 18, 2011, p. 8.

Whiledrafting astringent Lok Pal Bill isagood idea, this
aone cannot help us fight the cancer of corruption. A lot
more needs to be done.

It'soff therecords: Sarath Pillai, TheHindustan Times,
New Delhi, April 18, 2011, p. 10.

India's archival policy has been on the shelf for years.
Someone needsto dust things off now, writes Sarath Pillai. A
strong archival policy isvital not only to safeguard the RTI of
the people but also to preserve their documentary heritage
for posterity.

Capturing the popular imagination : JS Rajput, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, April 19, 2011, p. 9.

Anna Hazare has given voice to mounting popular anger
against the alarming decline in ethics, morals and probity in
public life. Till now, there was nobody to articulate middle
class sentiments on corruption. He has done so.

PM’sfatal attraction : Manvendra Singh, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, April 20, 2011, p. 8.

Any other Prime Minister would have considered hisjob
well done by minding India’s interests. Not so Manmohan
Singh who is obsessed with Pakistan. Normalisation of
relations with Pakistan has obviously emerged as his fatal
attraction.

WhoseHazare: Compiled by Manoj C. G., Thelndian
Express, New Delhi, April 21, 2011, p. 11.

Theeditorial claimsthat Hazare appealed to many Indians
because of two reasons-by putting up the image of Bharat
Mata on the venue of his fast and invoking the ideals of
Chhatrapati Shivaji, Swami Vivekanandaand Mahatma Gandhi,
and his own record of unblemished public life and patriotic
credentials.

An empir € sshockingdecline& fall : Matthew Norman,
TheTribune, New Delhi, April 23,2011, p. 13.

The real biggest issue that faces America today is that
America, despite arecovering economy is broke, dispirited,
bamboozled and petrified. Itisterrified by the suddenly bleak
middle-class future faced even by graduates, by the prospect
of losing its supplies of cheap oil from rebellious client
kingdoms in the Middle East, and by the staggering speed
with which Chinathreatens to supplant it.

A free state has the right to self-decence : Swapan
Dasgupta, TheTimesof India, New Delhi, April 24, 2011, p.
16.

On the one hand are the middle class champions of
muscular nationalism-the sort that sheds tears when Lata
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Mangeshkar sings ‘ae mere watan ki logon’, gets goose
pimples on hearing Vande Mataram and waves the flag
enthusiastically at cricket matches. They are athrowback to
the 1950s but their biggest support comesfrom the generation
that discovered nationalism with the Kargil war, the 26/11
attacks and one-day cricket. They have a single-minded
commitment to India’'semergence asaglobal power and have
littletimefor either separatistsor Maoists. Unapologetically
committed to achievement, their heroestend to bethelikes of
Sachin Tendulkar, APJ Abdul Kalam, in some cases, even
Narendra Modi. They are the pillars of a resurgent Middle
India.

TheEnd: V Shoba, ThelndiaExpress, Eye, New Delhi,
April 24-30, 2011, p. 16. & 17.

Have you forgotten how to write, now that you only type
or SMS? L Venkatesh, an engineer, had to sit in a bank and
practisehisown signaturefor half an hour, ashehadn’t “written
achequeinyears’.

Between today and tomorrow in Syria: Gwynne Dyer,
ThePioneer, New Delhi, April 25,2011, p. 9.

Theruling Baathistsin Syria are determined to put down
the anti-Government proteststhat continueto rock the country
and threaten the incumbent regime. But suppression may not
result in Syrians abandoning their demand.

Secular spacerapidly shrinkingin ‘new’ Egypt : Maggie
Michael, ThePioneer, New Delhi, April 25, 2011, p. 9.

AsEgypt'smilitary rulers envision ademocratic country,
ultra-conservative lslamic groupshave begun to play an active
rolein politics, writes Maggie Michael. Tens of thousand of
Egyptians led by hard-line Islamists escalated their protest
Friday over the appointment of a Coptic Christian Governor
in southern Egypt, deepening mistrust between religious
communities during the bumpy aftermath of Egypt’s
revolution.

No better than politicians: SandhyaJain, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, April 26, 2011, p. 8.

Representativesof ‘ civil society’ inthe Lok Pal Bill drafting
committee increasingly appear to be no different from those
whom they berate and ridicule.

Tamil Takeover : Compiled by Manoj C. G, Thelndian
Express, New Delhi, April 28, 2011, p. 11.

“Dravidian race” theory was first articulated by Bishop
Robert Caldwell. Evangelist propaganda, Indiaisa Christian
Nation, builds upon the foundations of Caldwell and Popeto
reinterpret Tamil spiritudity asapart of Christianity. The book,
itsays, is" part of aglobal network working on athree-pronged
strategy to dismember India, using religion, violence and social
fissures - Islamic radicalism with Pakistan as the epicentre,
Naxalism with Chinese support and the caste-communal
conflicts fuelled by the West.”

BRICS in the Great Wall : G Parathasarathy, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, April 28, 2011, p. 8.

Degspitetalksof amultipolar world, Chinaclearly wantsa
bipolar onethat it will sharewiththe US. Indiamust cautiously
engage with both powers.

Bewareof China'snew roads: ClaudeAr pi, ThePioneer,
New Delhi, April 28,2011, p. 9.

Apart fromtheincreasing presence of PLA troopsin PoK,
India must take cognizance of the fact the China is fast
spinning aweb of roads and railway networks in the region
that effectively traps Indiawithin its own borders and poses
a serious security threat. India has ignored similar Chinese
actsof aggressioninthe past and has paid heavily for it. New
Delhi must not repeat its mistakes.

National security strategy is fundamental : Gurmest
Kanwal, TheTribune, New Delhi, April 29, 2011, p. 11.

India faces complex threats and challenges spanning the
full spectrum of conflict from nuclear to sub-conventional.
Theseincludeunresolved territorial disputeswith neighbours,
insurgency, left wing extremism and urban terrorism. Despite
prolonged exposure in dealing with multifarious challenges,
India's national security is poorly managed. The foremost
reguirement isformulating acomprehensive national security

strategy.

A ship about tosink : Pritish Nandy, TheHindu Voice,
April 2011, p. 21.

They are not just robbing you, me, and the exchequer.
They aredestroying institutions, subverting laws, vandalising
our heritageand history, and trying to build adazzling, amoral
edifice of crime. Loss to the nation Rs. 2000000000000
Manmohan breaks Rajarecord.
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V. N. Sekhri : ‘A Lament - Was Partition | nescapabl€e’ ?,
New AgeBooks, A-44, Narainalndustrial Area, Phase-I, New
Delhi - 28 (2007), Rs. 350/-

All of us have heard stories of partition and have also
read about it in history books. Hereis area life story of aman
who had gone through all those circumstances.

The author has penned down in the book his memories of
the lost culture, the pain and agony caused by partition, his
movement from the other side of the shadow linei.e., Pakistan
to India, his post-partition struggles and his tussle with life.

The book is an explicit picture of al those who had to
leave their hearth and home and adjust to the multifarious
demands of the new land and situations.

Though the book is the author’s autobiographical account,
it actually epitomizes al those who have suffered, struggled
and survived the tyranny, chaos and pain of partition. The
book depicts the angst of the people who were trapped
unaware into the violence created by the Muslim League of
India and which finaly led to their migration from the land of
their forefathers. It would be of special interest to the
generations born and brought up on both sides of the border
line, after the Great Divide.

Partition of Indiais aland mark in the history of the world
as an event of “non-civilisation”. It provides material which
no scholar working on this subject can ignore. In fact there is
a lot which should be taken note of by the practioners of
politics today.

The author, Shri V. N. Sekhri, was born in a business
family in 1922 at Salkot, a flourishing and historical town
in Pakistan. He had an eventful childhood which matured
into an impassioned young life of earnest social activities.
The family lost everything in 1947 but re-established
themselves by sheer hard work and devotion.

David Frawley : Universal Hinduism, Voice of India, Rs.
200/-

In Universal Hinduism, American scholar and Hindu
convert David Frawley sets out to clear up this confusion. He
takes the reader through the basic data that set Hinduism
apart from the other, and specific Hindu schools from one
another and from Buddhism. He also discusses what it has in
common with the world’s eliminated and surviving Pagan
religions, and sometimes with forms of Islam and Christianity
too. In his typical kindly style, he gives every practice and
every belief its due, but keeps his focus on the potential of
Sanatana Dharma to heal modern society as well as to lead
man to enlightenment.

On the contention between Hindu nationalism and Hindu
universalism, Frawley charts a middle course. Of course,
Hinduism is tied to India, yet at the same time it is ever more
present on all continents and has even welcomed some
unsolicited native converts there, besides sharing some values
and practices with other religions.

Knowledge is preferable to faith. At inter-faith
conferences. Hindu usually cut a sorry figure, ill-prepared as

they are; but at “inter-knowledge” meetings, they would have
more to offer. The Hindu-Buddhist network of teaching
traditions aims for “liberation through knowledge” rather than
“salvation through faith”. Defensively, they should uphold
religious diversity (on a par with the concern for biodiversity)
against the levelling campaigns of missionary creeds and
consumerism. But in a forward perspective, they should also
communicate their own tradition of respect for all that is sacred
and integrate it with the modern world.

It’san enlightening account of an ex-Christian on Hinduism
and its ethos.

- Koenraad Elst, The Pioneer

Four booksstand out thisseason - on western civilization,
first-century India, Chinaand Islam and an American defence
of thelraqinvasion.

Good books, like rare minerals, have to be mined. Rich
rewards follow. Four big-idea books stand out this season:

Let’s start with economic historian Niall Ferguson’s
“Civilization: TheWest and The Rest”, released globally just
a couple of weeks ago. He is presently Laurence A Tisch
professor of history at Harvard University.

“Civilization: The West and The Rest” is an ambitious
book. Its central argument is that western civilization forged
ahead of therest of theworld after 1500 AD becauseit deployed
six “killer applications”: science, medicine, consumerism,
competition, property rights and the work ethic.

Ferguson understandably does not dwell on six other
“killer” applications that marked the west’s post-1500 AD
encounter with the east: slavery; invasive European
settlements in the New world; the colonization of Asia and
Africa; genocide of Indigenous Aborigines; indentured labour
and displacement of indigenous peoples in north America.
Each advanced the prosperity of the west, though not in quite
the way Ferguson’s book sets out.

“If, in the year 1411, you had been able to circumnavigate
the globe,” Ferguson writes, “you would probably have been
most impressed by the quality of life in Oriental civilizations.
By contrast, Western Europe in 1411 would have struck you
as a miserable backwater, recuperating from the ravages of
the Black Death... and seemingly incessant war. And yet it
happened.

With their intellectual debts to Oriental mathematics,
astronomy and technology, produced a civilization capable
not only of conquering the great Oriental empires and
subjugating Africa, the Americas and Australasia, but also of
converting peoples al over the world to the Western way of
life”

Ferguson ends by conceding that western civilization is
declining to its pre-1500-AD subordinate position today, vis-
avis China and India

Sanjeev Sanyal’s well-researched book “The Indian
Renaissance: India's Rise After a Thousand Years of
Decline”, serves as an excellent counter point to Ferguson’s
arguments. A former economist with Deutsche Bank, Sanyal
puts the Asian, especially Indian, civilizational story in
perspective. “Many kingdoms,” he writes, “rose and fell during
the centuries that followed the decline of the Mauryan empire
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Book Reviews (contd)

but India remained a major economic power. According to
Angus Maddison’s estimates. India accounted for 33 per cent
of the world economy in AD 1. Indid's share was three times
the share of Western. Europe and was much large than that of
the Roman Empire as a whole (21.5 per cent). China’s share
was 26 per cent of world GDP and was significantly less than
that of India. In other words, India was by far the world’s
economic superpower at that time.”

Graham E Fuller’'s“ AWorld Without |slam” isabrilliant
analysis of how the geopolitics of Eurasia rather than
crusading religions caused internecine warfare between the
three Abrahamic faiths - Islam, Christianity and Judaism. A
former CIA spook, Fuller traces the spread of Islam not only
to West Asia, Europe and north Africa but also, interestingly
China. “Few in the west,” he writes, “are aware of the close
connections between Islam and China, yet China ranks high
among countries containing large Muslim populations; some
twenty million Muslims are scattered across the country -
more than in most Arab countries.”

Former US defence secretary Donald Rumsfeld’s reading
of West Asia geopolitics in his 815-page justification of the
Iragwar, “Known and Unknown: AMemoir”,ismoresimplistic
than Fuller’'s. America's most divisive defence secretary since
Robert McNamara, Rumsfeld fought a running battle with
secretary of state Colin Powell. “If you feel there’'s a war
between the State and Defence departments,” he told
President George W Bush. “it takes two to fight, and DoD
(Department of Defense) isn't fighting. What is happening is
hurting you. If it gets to a point where the solution is for me
to leave, | will do soinasecond.” Hewasfinally forced to, in
November 2006, as Iraq spiralled out of control.

- Minhaz Merchant
The Times of India

Lt Gen SK Sinha: Reminiscencesand Reflections, Gyan,
Rs. 650/-

Lt Gen Sinha has been regularly writing non-controversial
features in the newspapers while in retirement. He has now
collected his contribution in a book form. In this book, he his
divided them into four parts. The first part contains his
memories of the daysin the Army. The second part deals with
various aspects of national security like the secessionist
movement in the country and the festering Kashmir problem.
The third part is concerned with insurgency in the Northeast
as well as the communist variety. The last part contains a
miscellany of a variety of subjects ranging from the role and
office of Governors to supremacy of civil power and some
controversial subjects like the misuse of national swards, etc.

- Sanjoy Bagchi,
The Pioneer

M.J.Akbar : Tinderbox - ThePast and Futureof Pakistan,
Harper Callins, A-53, Sector 57, Noida-201301, Rs. 499/-

Akbar himself calls the book “a history of an idea as it
weaved and bobbed its way through dramatic events with

rare resilience, sometimes, disappearing from sight, but always
resurrected either by the will of proponents or the mistakes of
opponents.”

“Fears of Pakistan disintegration ... are highly exaggerated”
and is emphatic that “driven by the compulsions of an
ideological strand in its DNA, damaged by the inadequacies
of those who could have kept the nation loyal to Jinnah’'s
dream of asecular Muslim-majority nation, Pakistan isin danger
of turning into a toxic ‘jelly state’, a quivering country that
will neither collapse nor stabilise.”

Akbar contends that General Zia's decision in 1976 to
change the motto of Pakistan army to Jihad fi Sabil Allah, in
the belief that 1slam alone could confront Hindu India, was a
conscious strategic move, not a populist one as often argued.

Overall, it's an outstanding work, which those pursuing
Pakistan studies and students of I1slamic politics will find very
useful.

- Shaikh Mujibur Rehman
The Hindu, Gurgaon

Post Cards

Sory of aChristian joint family

Guwahati, February 22, 2011 (Reuters) - The more, the
merrier iscertainly truefor ZionaChana, a66-year-old manin
India sremote northeast who has 39 wives, 94 children and 33
grandchildren — and wouldn’t mind having more.

They all liveinafour storied building with 100 roomsin a
mountainous village in Mizoram state, sharing borders with
Myanmar and Bangladesh, mediareports said.

"1 oncemarried 10 women in oneyear,” hewas quoted as
saying. His wives share a dormitory near Ziona's private
bedroom and locals said he likes to have seven or eight of
them by hissideat all times.

The sons and their wives, and all their children, live in
different rooms in the same building, but share a common
kitchen.

The wives take turns cooking, while his daughters clean
the house and do washing. The men do outdoor jobs like
farming and taking care of livestock.

Thefamily, all 167 of them, consumes around 91 kg (200
pounds) of rice and morethan 59 kg (130 pounds) of potatoes
a day. They are supported by their own resources and
occasional donationsfrom followers.

"Eventoday, | am ready to expand my family and willing to
go to any extent to marry,” Zionasaid.

"1 have so many peopleto care (for) and look after, and |
consider myself alucky man.”

Zionamet hisoldest wife, who isthree yearsolder than he
is, when hewas 17.

He heads a local Christian religious sect, called the
“Chana,” which allows polygamy. Formed in June 1942, the
sect believesit will soon be ruling the world with Christ and
has amembership of around 400 families.
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OneMore Swamy

A section of the RSS is lobbying hectically to bring
Subramanian Swamy into the BJP, arguing that Swamy has
been more effective than any of their own leadersin taking on
the Government. Arun Jaitley and Sushma Swargj are not
amused. Said one of them “We already have enough swamis

in the party. Why do we need another one?’
- The India Today

Kashmir Pakistan’sQabristan

The claim in the UN Forum by Pakistan Representative,
‘Made’ aspeech laced with (Green) liesincluding “ Kashmir
was never apart of India” (he should have claimed, it wasa
part of Pakistans' Qabristan from 1600AD onwards!!! What is
theobjectionfor abornliar tolieafter amillionlies!) Moghuls
ruled our J& K; so did Rajas and Nawabs.

These stunts we are used to; and all the imaginary tales
and whiteliesthewholeworldisaware of. Say’sSL Thatuin
aletter to Kashur Gazette.

- The Kashur Gazette

Lookingfor knightsin black robes

Judges must eschew any suggestion that duties of the

judiciary are owed to the el ectorate; they are owed to the law

which isthere for peace, order and good governance. Lead-

ing an exemplary lifeisthe highest form of ethical conduct.

Thisisthe keystone of our modern codes of judicial conduct.

We need a clean man in the black robe to uphold the inde-

pendence and the integrity of the judiciary. Action is an ex-
tension of values.

- SH. Kapadia, Chief Justice of India,

The Tribune

‘Sai Babadid everything govt could not’
Former speaker Ramesh Kumar was sobbing as he said
Sai Babadid everything the government could not. “I’m not
in a state to explain what he meant to me,” he said, on the
death of Sai Baba.
- The Times of India

Par seesextend war m welcometo M odi

NarendraM odi waswelcomed by the Parsi community to
celebrate 1290 years of the consecration of Zoroastrian holi
fire. Persian are the smallest minority community (70,000) in
IndiaAccompanied by their high priest Khurshid Dastoor Ji,
the community wishing him Good luck desired that he should
attend 1300 years of consecration of the holi life ten years

hence, asthe prime minister.
-Rathin Das, The Pioneer

Sanskritik Gaurav Sansthan Library
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