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Jihad is the main theme of Quran, which is the main scripture of the Muslims, Hence understanding the true spirit of Jihad is equally important. The word Quran literally means ‘recitation’, and originally the book is in Arabic with 114 suras or chapters containing 6326 ayats (verses) with about 80000 words. Each sura, except the first and ninth one begins with the word, “in the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.” Muslims believe every word of Quran to be of Allah, unchangeable and final; and revealed to His last Prophet Muhammad through the intermediary of a holy spirit (17:85 – 86) or angel Gabriel (2.97) to Muhammad in perfect (16:103) and pure Arabic (12:2; 13:37; 41:44; 42:7). The original Text (the Mother of the Book), a well-guarded Tablet is in the heaven (43:4, 85:21 – 22).

The angel Gabriel dictated the revelations to Prophet Muhammad who repeated after him, and then he revealed to the people present before him. Hence, all Quranic injunctions are the commands of Allah Himself, and Prophet Muhammad being ummi (illiterate) simply conveyed them as such to the people without any modification of his own. Hence, as per the belief of the Muslims, in Quran, Allah speaks Himself through Prophet Mohammad. However, it is another matter that most western scholars of Islam consider Quran to be of Muhammad’s words(Muir .p—,Walker p.168 Leone Caetani and others) .But according to the belief of Muslims the  Quran is the word of Allah through Prophet Muhammad and therefore, should be literally obeyed, and all our presentation here is accordingly.

In Quran, the word for Jihad, in the religious sense, is Jihad fi Sabi lillah i.e. Jihad ‘for the Cause of Allah’ or ‘in the Way of Allah.’ Hence it is not for any personal or worldly gain of the believer, and is fully devoted to Allah and waged “for the cause of Allah”. The term Jihad is so important that out of twenty-four suras revealed to Prophet Muhammad, in Medina, it is mentioned, in one way or the other in the following nineteen suras: 2,3,4,5,8,9,22,24,33,47,48,49,57-61,63 and 66. It may be pointed out here that the word ‘jihad for the Cause of Allah’ has been used as such in about thirty ayats (See App .1 )

Jihad is obligatory

In Islam, the Jihad is a mandatory duty of each able bodied Muslim : “Jihad is currently ‘fard ayn’ i.e. individually obligatory in person and by wealth, in every place that the disbelievers have occupied. It also remains “fard ayn” continuously until every piece of land was once Islamic is regained ...’ Jihad is the obligatory of a lifetime, just like salah and fasting.”(Al walaawal’l baraa, Jihad Fixation p.79)

Who is authorised to declare Jihad : In sunni Islam, the offensive jihad is fully permissible against the non-Muslims. While the Imami and Ismaili Shias are forbidden from participating in hostile jihad without the official order of their spiritual leader. These sects believe that the only person legitimately capable of conducting such a jihad is their Imam or their spiritual leader (Jihad fixation p)

Command for Jihad

There are a large number of ayats in Quran in which Allah commands to the believers to wage jihad (see app) for the cause of Allah Himself as below:(All translations of Quran are from that of A.Yusuf Ali.)



(1)
“Thus fight in the Cause of Allah and know that Allah heareth and knoweth all things.”(2:244)


(2)
“The (true) believers are ‘those only who believe in Allah and His messenger and afterward doubt not, but strive with their wealth and their lives for the ‘cause of Allah’. Such are the truthful”. (49:15)


(3)
And strive in His cause as Ye ought to strive (with sincerity and under discipline). He has chosen you, and has imposed no difficulties on you in religion. It is the religion of your father Abrahim.It is He who has named you Muslims both before and in this (revelation) that the Messenger may be a witness for you, and Ye be witnesses for mankind! So establish regular prayer, give zakat and hold fast to Allah! He is your Protector – the best to protect and the Best to help.” (22:78, Ali p.192)


(4)
“Lo! Allah loveth those who battle ‘for His cause’ in ranks, as if they were a solid structure.” (61:4)


(5)
“So fight (O Muhammad) ‘in the Way of Allah’ – Thou art, not taxed (with the responsibility for any one (except for thyself – and urge on the believers. Peradventure, Allah will restrain the might of those who disbelieve. Allah will restrain the might of those who disbelieve. Allah is stronger in might and stronger in inflicting punishment.” (4:84).


(6)
Those who believe fight ‘in the Cause of Allah’ and those who reflect faith fight in the cause of Evil; so fight Ye against the friends of Satan, feeble indeed is the cunning of Satan (4:76)


(7)
And fight them on until there is no more persecution and the religion becomes Allah’s(2:193)

Now the Question arises what is that particular “Cause of Allah”, for which Muslim youths and warriors have to take up arms, particularly, against the innocent non-Muslims and their governments. And Allah Himself  has replied, in Quran the true nature of ‘Cause of Allah’

Muslim scholars on the basis of Quran reply the above query as below:

“While commenting on the above ayat (22:78) Dawatul Quran says : “Here Jihad means that striving in which force is used and in which the force of the opponents is broken. ‘For the Cause of Allah’ or ‘For the sake of Allah’ means that  its objective should be to raise the ‘Word’ of (Quran) Allah i.e. to spread His religion, and arms to be taken up against those who prevent people from following the path of Allah so that they may not be able to accept His faith——. This command places a responsibility on the Muslim Ummah that it should present the message of Islam before the world and for this purpose it should bring into play all its resources.” (Quoted by More, Islam the Maker of Man, p. 339)

Similarly Maulana Maududi explains this (22:78) ayat as : “The purpose of Jihad is to remove the forces of obstructing man from following the way of (Allah)—— to exalt His word and subdue unbelief and rebellion against Him.” (Towards Understanding Quran ibid, Vol, IV p 70).

Besides this in the following ayats, Allah Himself explains the reasons to fight Jihad “for the Cause of Allah” against the non-Muslims. Accordingly fighting” for the Cause of Islam is the jihad for the Cause of Allah as shown below:


(1) “Those who believed, and emigrated and fought for the faith, with their property and their persons, in the cause of Allah, as well as those who gave (them) asylum and aid-these are (all) Friends and Protectors, one of another “(8:72)


(2)
 Those who believe and emigrate and fight for the Faith, “in the Cause of Allah” as well as those who give (them) asylum and aid- these are (all) in very truth the Believers : for them is the forgiveness of sins and a provision most generous.”(8:74).


(3)
And those who strive in Our (cause) We will certainly guide them to Our Paths.” (26:69)

While supporting the above view ,Maulana Maududi writes in “Fundamentals of Islam” : “If you believe Islam to be true, you have no alternative but to exert your utmost to make it  prevail on earth: you either establish it or give your lives in this struggle,-Jihad(p.300)He further asserts, “Jihad fi-sabi- lillah is never easy.” It is meant only for those who have the will to fight for their cause; and such people are always few in number.”(ibid ,p.303).

In order to motivate the Muslims for Jihad for the Cause of Allah against the non-Muslims, Allah promises several types of rewards as shown below:


(1)
“And if ye are slain, or die “in the Way of Allah”, forgiveness and mercy from Allah are far better than all they could amass.” (3:157)


(2)
“Let those fight in the Cause of Allah who sell the life of this world for the Hereafter. To Him who fighteth in Cause of Allah – whether he is slain or gets victory – soon shall we give him a reward of great (Value).” (4:74)


(3)
”He who forsakes his home in the Cause of Allah, finds in the earth many a refuge. And abundance should he die as a refugee from home for Allah and His Messenger, His reward becomes due and sure with Allah.”(4:100)


(4)
“Those who believe and emigrate and strive with might and main, in Allah’s Cause, with their goods and their persons have the highest rank in the sight of Allah: they are the people who will achieve (Salvation).” (9:20).


(5)
“Those who leave their homes in the Cause of Allah and are then slain or die, – on them will Allah bestow verily a goodly provision : truly Allah is He Who bestows the best provision.”(22:58)

The ayats referred above about Jihad fi sabi lillah lead us to conclude that the Cause of Allah means:


(1)
Muslims should witness and believe in only One God Allah and none else and also believe in Muhammad as His messenger.


(2)
Obey Allah’s commands to ‘fight’ for His Cause


(3)
The Messenger of Allah-Prophet Muhammad, should ‘urge’ the Muslims to fight with their wealth and lives against the Disbelievers i.e. those who have their own Faith and do not believe in Allah only 


(4)
In return of  this Allah assures all types of rewards in this life as well as  even life after death. The objective of this fight- the Jihad ,is that religion of Allah is prevailed throughout the world after destroying all other existing religions. So the command of Allah to the Muslims to wage ‘Jihad for the Cause of Allah’ is to motivate the non-Muslims to accept Islam as their Faith,  first by personal discussions, writings, and persuasions and later on by fighting with their wealth and even by their lives if need be. 

Thus, practically the true meaning of ‘Jihad for the Cause of Allah’ or ‘in the Way of Allah’ or ‘to make the word high’ is to  spread the religion of Islam and to destroy all other religions of the world. It also means to keep full faith in Allah, and Muhammad as His Messenger who should be equally obeyed like Allah  Himself, and he should also be treated as a model of  behavior. This appears quite strategic and practical as Allah being Invisible, cannot, and does not command to the people directly, but through the Messenger of Allah only.

Further, since according to the Quran Muhammad is the last Prophet, and Quran, the last Divine Book, the words of Allah and His Messenger through the Prophet are also the last. The other most important aspect of Jihad for the Cause of Allah, is to increase the number of adherents of Allah  by all possible means.

It is amazing that if the meaning and objective of Jihad for the ‘Cause of Allah’ is to increase the number of His worshippers, then Allah- the Almighty and Creator of all human beings might have created Himself all people of the world as Muslims only. In that case He neither had to command the Muslims nor to ask Prophet Muhammad to instigate the Muslims, whether they like it or not, to fight the bloody wars against the non-Muslims till the  Day  of  Judgement  when the entire world comes under Islam!But Allah appears to be helpless in this regard!

Allah Rebukes those Shirking from Jihad

Allah not only excites His Messenger and the Muslims to wage Jihad against the non-Muslims, but he also admonishes and rebukes with severe  punishments to those who do not participate in jihad, and threatens to replace them with other Believers of Islam as below:

“O ye who believe! What is the matter with you that, when ye, are asked to go forth in the Cause of Allah, ye cling heavily to the    earth? Do ye prefer the life of this world to the Hereafter? But little is the comfort of this life, as compared with the Hereafter. Unless ye go forth, He will punish you with a grievous penalty, and put others in your place: but Him ye would not harm in the least, for Allah hath the power over all things.”(9:38-39)

Greater and Lesser Jihad

Despite of the fact that usage of the word jihad in Quran and Hadiths, is mainly in the sense of “battle in Way of Allah” against the non-Muslims, yet some apologists of Islam argue that it is a smaller Jihad as compared to greater Jihad a Muslim fights against his/her evil desires and passions. It is because a group of Muslims particularly the Sufis believe that Jihad is of two types viz. Jihad Akbar (greater) and Jihad Asghar (lesser). Jihad Akbar means, jihad against one’s desires and Shyatan, while Jihad asghar is against the disbelievers on the battlefield.

The reasons of Jihad Akbar are that its field of struggle is unlimited; it is timeless and boundless and is also harder being against the man itself; and the enemy here is unseen evil desires which cannot be detected with the five senses. But in the case of Jihad Asghar against the Disbelievers, is not so long and as difficult as struggle against the desires. So the Jihad against the Disbelievers in the battlefield is regarded as Jihad Asghar. But  surprisingly,we do not find, in Quran ,any mention and distinction of Jihad as Akbar and Asghar. However this confusion has been caused due to one weak and unauthentic Hadith as below:

“Abu Fadl (Jihad fixation p 23-26) pointed out that the above conclusion is based on a hadith which states that at the time Rasoolullah returned home from the field of warfare, he said: “We have all returned from Jihad Asghar to Jihad Akbar”. Some companions asked: “What is Jihad Akbar, Rasoolullah!” He replied: “Jihad against the desires.”

In this context Al ‘Iraqy in Takhriju Ahadithil Ihya’ states: “The mentioned hadith is related by Imam Bayhaqi with a da’if sanad (weak chain of narrators) from Jabir.’ (Risalah Jihad, Hasan al-Banna)
On the basis of the above statements, he concluded by saying that the evidence used as a proof or the basis for establishing that Jihad against disbelievers on the battlefield is Jihad Asghar and Jihad against the desires and shaytan is Jihad Akbar, are weak, if not false Ahadeeth. Besides that the stated daleel (evidence) are in opposition to saheeh hadith, such as the ones below :

(1) Hadeeth narrated by Imam Muslim (Sahih Muslim vol 3, : 4636, p.1258) from Abu Huraira who said:

“The Prophet was asked: O Rasoolullah! What deed could be an equivalent to Jihad-Fi Sabeelillah “. He replied: ‘You do not have the strength to do that deed. (The narrator said:) They repeated the question twice or thrice. Every time he answered: “You do not have the strength to do it.” When the question was asked for the third time, he said: “One who goes out for Jihad is like a person who keeps fasts, stands in prayer (constantly), (obeying) Allah’s (behests contained in) the verses (of the Quran), and does not exhibit any lassitude in fasting and prayer until the Mujahid returns from Jihad-fi-sabeelillah.”

(2) There is also a Hadeeth by Bukhari (Sahih Bukhari vol. 4, 44) from Abu Hurairah, who said,:

“A man came to Allah’s Messenger and said, “Guide me to such a deed as equals Jihad (in reward)”. He replied ‘I do not find such a deed.’ Then he added, ‘ Can you, while the Mujahid has gone for Jihad, enter your masjid to perform salat without ceasing and observe sawm without breaking it?’ The man said, “But who can do that?”

(3) Hadeeth narrated by al-Hakim with a saheeh sanad from Muaz bin Anas who said:

“A woman once came to Prophet and asked: ‘O Rasulullah! My husband had departed for war and usually if he prays I follow him in his salat and I follow him in all acts of his worship. Because of that inform me of an act which can equal until he returns.’ He said to her: ‘Are you able to stand without sitting, perform sawm without breaking it and dhikr until your husband returns?’ She replied: ‘I am not strong enough , O Rasulullah.’ So he said to her: ‘By Allah, in whose hand I am, even if you were strong enough it would surely not attain one-tenth of your husband’s deeds.’(al Mustadrak 2/73. Saheeh Sanad agreed upon by Az Zahabi.)
From the above three Hadiths, we can explicitly conclude that ‘Jihad fi sabeelillah’ is the highest act, and there is no other act equal to it. Is it likely that an act described as the highest act, would be labeled Jihad Asghar-the smaller jihad or the lesser jihad?

Further aman asked Rasulullah:’......and What is Jihad?’ He replied: ‘[That] you fight against the Disbelievers when you meet them (on the battle field).’ He asked again: ‘What kind of Jihad is the highest?’ He replied: ‘The person who is killed whilst spilling the last of his blood.’(Narrated by Ahmad in his Musnad 4/144, Hadeeth Sahih. Al Haithami states: ‘Narrators upheld it.’ Majmauz Zawaid – 1/59.) (Jihad fixation p. 23-26). Hence fighting against the non-believer is the highest deed in Islam.

We certainly have no objection in accepting as Greater Jihad as pious, pure, spiritual acts since it totally concerns with the personal, inner and spiritual life of the Muslims. But it would be an over-simplification, misinterpretation and camouflaging the truth of Quran to call aggressive Jihad against the non-Muslims, as being practiced even today as lower (Asghar) Jihad. However this is the Sufi and Ahmedia view, which is unacceptable to the majority of Muslim masses, i.e. Sunnies and Shias ,in general.

Jihad and Pillars Of Islam

According to Sayyid Hamid Ali, the basic tenets of Islam are the faith, in God (Allah) being One, in His prophets and angels and in the Hereafter. After this there are five things that serve as pillars to support the edifice of Islam, viz (1) bearing testimony to and a conscious and sincere acceptance of God being One and all Prophets being the messengers of God; (2) establishing of Salaat (Namaz), (3) regular payment of zakaat (alms), (4) fasting in the month of Ramadhan and (5) pilgrimage to Kaaba (Hajj) if one’s resources allow.’(Islam- an Introduction, p.26).

Despite of the fact that jihad is fard ayn and religiously obligatory for a Muslim and the core theme of Quran, it had not been included amongst these main five pillars of Islam. 

However in this context , Jonah Winters comments, ‘The radical Khariji sect was the first to declare holy war (jihad) an inescapable duty and explicitly defined it as the sixth pillar of Islam.”(Jihad juggernaut, p.49)
Prophet Muhammad himself opined jihad next to Allah as evident from Sahih Muslim as below:

“Abu Huraira reported:” The Messenger of Allah was asked about the best of deeds. He observed: Belief in Allah. He (the enquirer) said: What next? He (the Holy Prophet) replied: Jihad (struggle) to the utmost “in the Cause of Allah”. Further,”Abu Dharr reported, I said: O Messenger of Allah! Which of the deeds is the best? He (The Holy Prophet) replied: Belief in Allah and jihad in His Cause.” (Sahih Muslim vol 1: 148-149, p.58-59). Despite of this he did not include Jihad in the main five Pillars of Islam.

In view of the mandatory nature of Jihad, some questions when jihad is so important for the Muslims, then why has it not been included in the main tenets of Islam? Why has it been kept outside the gambit of Pillars of Islam?

Actually here lies the visionary strategy of Prophet Mohammad. As there are two facets of Islam: one spiritual and ritual; and the other political. The Prophet Mohammad intentionally kept the spirituality and ritualism as the outer and visible skeleton of Islam through the five Pillars of Islam and designed the main and ultimate political agenda of Arab imperialism covered under the garb of Jihad which he made an obligatory duty of each able bodied Muslim. 

This is why all religious, social, political, sectarian or intra sectarian and even organizational activities of the Muslims whether national or international, particularly in the non-Muslim countries are controlled by peaceful and/or bloody jihad as the case may be. It is so because without jihad there is no Islam. The ultimate agenda of Islam is to establish Arab imperialism and global political power while spiritual and religious agenda is secondary which is simultaneously and automatically achieved later on, as history confirms.

 In the same tone Maulasna Maududi remarks,” The ultimate objective of Islam is to abolish the lordship of man over man and bring him under the rule of the one God. To achieve this purpose is called Jihad” (Fundamentals of Islam p.285). This is why political Islam overshadows spiritual Islam. In brief, the Arab cultural imperialism is the pulp of Islam through global jihad while spirituality and culture is its outer skeleton, which the great visionary Prophet meticulously planned and executed.

DEFENSIVE JIHAD

According to Imam Ibn Taymiyah, “Defensive Jihad means to fight to defend our religion and honor.” (Jihad Fixation, p.23) Many Islamic scholars argue that “Fighting in the Way of Allah” has been misinterpreted, and A.A. Engineer says, “The Quran permits the use of violence only for one’s defense’—— war of aggression had no place in Islam. Islam is a religion of peace, ——. Islam means——establishment of peace.” Islam means ....establishment of peace.(Rethinking Issues in Islam,p16)

 Similarly Mohammad Ali, belonging to Ahmedia sect writes in “Religion of Islam.” “Fighting for self-defense is called ‘fighting in the Way of Allah”(p.554). Further he says, “Fighting in the way of Allah was misinterpreted by the European writers as meaning, “propagation of Islam” (p.555). His conclusion is: “Muslims were allowed to fight only in self defense to preserve their national existence and they were forbidden to be aggressive.” (p.558).

But the question arises  where was any Muslim nation before 610 AD (when Islam was established) when Quran gave the above command to preserve national existence?

However many scholars of Islam Muslim Fundamentalists and Muslim politicians do not support the view that jihad is only for self-defense. S. I. Ahmad and Jammat-i-Islami Hind - an Islamic political organization say, “only in only self-defense is not acceptable.” (More, ibid p.26). Similarly the distinguished contemporary Pakistani scholar, Fazlur Rahman, while recognizing the extensive presence of Jihad in Quran, rejects the stand of those modern Muslim apologists who have try to explain jihad of early (Muslim) Community in purely defensive terms.(Islam p.37).
Modern Islamic scholars of Egypt_ Sayyid Qutb gave a different definition of defensive jihad and says, “If we insist on calling Islamic jihad a defensive movement, then we must change the meaning of the word ‘defense’ and mean by it ‘the defense of man’ against all those elements which limit his freedom. These elements take the form of beliefs and concepts, as well as political systems, based on economic, racial or class distinctions.”

“——When we take this broad meaning of the word ‘defense’ we understand the true character of Islam, and that it is a universal proclamation of the freedom of man from servitude to other men, the establishment of the sovereignty of God and His Lordship throughout the world, the end of man’s arrogance and selfishness, and the implementation of the rule of the divine Shariah in human affairs (Milestones, p62)

Hence, in this terminology, defensive war means liberation of man from man made laws Constitutions of different states etc. and taking him to the seventh century Arabian culture as mentioned in the Holy Quran..

Innumerable historical records of Islam clearly show that the warriors of Islam first attacked the innocent and unoffensive nations of Europe, Asia, and Africa since 629 AD and none of these wars was for self-defense. Can the repeated jihadi invasions made on inoffensive and unprovoking India since 634 AD, be termed defensive wars? Not at all! No Indian ruler had ever attacked on any Muslim territory in Arabia or elsewhere in the world.

Even today peaceful as well as violent jihad is being waged in Kashmir and other parts of India by Pakistani and Bangladeshi Islamists as well as by some Indian Islamists. Can these insurgent jihadi activities be justified any way as defensive jihad?

Finally, in this context we quote Syed Kamran Mirza who remarked, “Islam was propagated as a religion by a series of wars/battles – both offensive as well as defensive. As the Prophet Mohammad himself fought many as 78 historic battles and out of these 78 only one (battle of Dutch) was defensive war, and the rest were simply offensive wars. Did Muslim soldiers go to Syria, Iran and Egypt to fight defensive war?” (Jihad Juggernaut, p.50). (See table 2)

Hence there could be a defensive jihad in a particular situation. But historically since 629AD, most of the jihadi activities against the non-Muslim countries had been purely offensive jihad to subjugate them and their people.

PROHIBITING APOSTASY – Another STRATEGY OF JIHAD 

What is apostasy?, The verbal denial and lack of faith in Islam or even suspicion of any doctrine of Islam is considered apostasy, whether it is about Allah, Prophet Mohammad or any of the tenets and laws of Islam as enunciated in Shariah And one who rejects Islam is an apostate. Islamic laws condemn apostasy with serious punishment. There are two types of apostate: One – a person born of Muslim parents who later rejects Islam is called a Murtadd Fitri in Arabic, and other who first converts to Islam and subsequently leaves it is a Murtadd Milli. The Murtadd Fitri can be seen as some one unnatural, subverting the natural course of things, whose apostasy is a willful and obstinate act of treason against God, and the one and only true creed and a betrayed and desertion of the community. The Murtadd Milli is a traitor to the Muslim community and equally disruptive (Al-Raghibal Isfahari, Ibn Warraq p.16).

Since apostasy is a reaction to Islamic faith, the Islamic theologies have imposed heavy punishments to apostates; and imposing restrictions on apostasy by all possible repressive methods is another dimension of Jihad. Thus jihad, for the Cause of Allah and apostasy are contradictory to each other in the sense that while jihad aims to increase the number of adherents of Islam, the apostasy tends to reduce its number.

Jihad is not only confined to an effort to increase the number of followers of Islam by any means, but it also aims to retain them in faith and make them devout and faithful Muslims who are either born as Muslims or have accepted Islam by rejecting the religion of their birth either by will or force under coercive conditions.

Allah, while stressing on waging jihad against the infields, took special care to retain them in the true faith of Islam by threatening of the punishments to death and of Hell-Fire in the hereafter who reject Islam after accepting it once either by will or force.

In this context Quran says:


(1)
“Who so disbelieveth in Allah after his belief-save him who is forced thereto and whose heart is still content with the faith-but who so findeth ease in disbelief: On them is the wrath from Allah. Theirs will be an awful doom.” (16:106)


(2)
“Lo! Those who disbelieve after their (profession of) belief, and afterwards grow violent in disbelief their repentence will not be accepted and such are those who are astray. Lo! Those who disbelieve and die in disbelief, the (whole) earth full of gold would not be accepted from such an one of it were offered as a ransom (for his soul). Theirs will be a painful doom and they will have no helpers.” (3:90-91)


(3)
“But whoever of you recants and dies an Unbeliever, his works shall come to nothing in this world and the next, and they are the companions of the Fire for ever (2:217).


While commenting on the above ayat of Quran, Al-Shafi (d.820) the founder one of the Schools of Sunni Islam, Al –Tha’ alibi and A L Khazan concur Al –Razi and all say that “the apostate should be killed” (Zewemer, p.34-35, al –Razi p.17-22)


(4)
“They would have you disbelieve as they themselves have disbelieved, so that you may be all like alike. Do not befriend them until they have fled their homes for the Cause of Allah. If they desert you seize them and put them to death wherever you find them. Look for neither friends nor helpers among them.” (4:89)


While commenting on this ayat Baydawi (d 1315-16 CE) interprets to mean, “Whosoever turns back from his disbelief (irtada), openly or secretly, take him and kill him wherever ye find him, like any other infidel, separate yourself from himS all together. Do not accept intercession in this regard. (Zewemer, pp.33-34)

Similarly Ibn Kathir, quoting Al-Suddi (d.745 AD) says that since the unbelievers have manifested their unbelief they should be killed(Ibn Warraq:Leaving Islam,p.17) (, Maududi (1903-79)- the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami argues that even Quran prescribes the death penalty for all the apostates  and as an evident, he points ayats (9:11 -12) as below:

“But if they repent and establish worship and pay the poor due, then are they your brethern in religion. We detail our revelations for person who have knowledge and if they break their pledges after their treaty (hath been made with you) and assail your religion, then fight the heads of disbelief – Lo! They have no binding oaths in order that they may desist.” Therefore the meaning of “fight the heads of disbelief” (9:11-12) can only mean that war should be waged against the leaders instigating insurgency. (The Punishment of the Apostates according to the Islamic Law, Ibn warraq, ibid p.18).

Perhaps this was the reason that Swami Shraddhanand – a fanatic Muslim killed an Arya Samaji leader because he was trying to bring back those to Hinduism, who were converted to Islam under coercive conditions and thus he was increasing apostasy amongst the converted Muslims.

The Hadiths, following the injunctions of Quran, also recommended rather more precisely to punish and kill the apostates as below:

(1)
The Prophet said, “Whoever changes his Islamic religion then kill him” (Bukhari, 3017, 6921-23. 7368, Dawud 4337, Ibn-i-Majah, 2533, Muwatta Malik, 1410). 

Upon this Hadith Prof. Hasan comments, “The punishment of an apostate in Islam is death. If a man retreats from Islam, he will be required to repent. If he declines, he will be killed. According to Hanifis, this applies only to the men, and not to women. Female apostates shall not be killed but should be imprisoned until she repents and adopts Islam. But Ibn Hanbals, Malikis and Sahafies are of the view that both male and female apostates should be killed.” (More p, 527-528; Ibn Warraq p.18)

(2)
The Prophet said: “Whoever swears by a religion other than Islam (i.e. if somebody swears by saying that he is a non-Muslim, e.g. a Jew or a Christian, etc.).... he will be punished with that very thing (i.e. Hell-Fire) on the Day of Resurrection. And if somebody curses a believer, then his sin will be as if he murdered him; and whoever curses a believer of disbelief, then it is as if he killed him.”(Bukhari 6047, Ibn Majah 2099,2100) (First bracket as in the original)

(3)
The Prophet sent an administrator to Yemen. The administrator killed a man who reverted to heathenism after embracing Islam, after saying that, “This is the Judgement of Allah and the Apostle.” (Bukhari 4341-42; 6923) According to ‘Sunan Abu Dawud’, before killing, ‘he was asked to repent.’(Dawud,4340-42
(4)
The Prophet warned Musalmans;”You cannot avoid the fate you are destined by Allah . If you reject Islam, Allah will destroy you.”(Bukhari 3620,7461)
(5)
The First Caliph Abu Bakr (632 to 634 A.D.) killed many people by saying that they were giving up Islam. Abu Bakr supported this decision on the basis of the Prophet saying: “If someone changes his (Islamic) religion, then kill him,” (Bukhari 1400,57,6925,7285,7368, Malik 29)
(6)
Narrated Anas: “Some people from the tribe of Ukl came to the Prophet and embraced Islam. The climate of Medina did not suit them, so the Prophet ordered them to go to the (herd of milch) camels of charity to drink their milk and urine (as a medicine). They did so, and after that they had recovered from their ailment they turned renegades (reverted from Islam, irtada) and killed the Shephard of the camels and took the camels away. The Prophet sent (some people) in their pursuit and so they were caught and brought, and the Prophet ordered that their hands and legs should be cut off and their eyes should be branded with heated pieces of iron and that their cut hands and legs should be cauterized, till they die.” (Bukhari vol 8, p.519-520)
(7)
Ikrimah said, “Ali burned some people who retreated from Islam When Ibn ‘Abbas’ was informed of it he said, if it had been I, I would not have them burned, for the apostle of Allah said: ‘Do not afflict punishment on anyone. But would have killed them on account of the statement of Apostle of Allah, kill those who change their religion.” (Abu Dawud Sunan, Hadith No.4337, p.10-12).

(8)
According to a Hadith of Aisha’s, apostates are to be slain, crucified or banished (al-Nasai, Tahrim al-dam bab 11)

Thus the Hadiths prescribe punishing a renegade by killing with the sword rather by burning.

Similarly Malik Ibn Anas (d.795) reported: “Zayd b Aslam narrated that the Apostle of Allah (may peace be upon him) declared that the man who leaves the fold of Islam should be executed”. (Muwatta 1410, p.317)
Thus Quran and Hadiths explicitly say that an apostle must be put to death as long as he is adult and in full possession of his faculties. However Abu Dawud gives an example of the Prophet forgiving an apostate once the latter had agreed to come back to the fold of Islam. (Hadith No. 4342).
In general, the sword must do the execution, though there are examples of apostates tortured to death or strangled, burned, drowned, impaled or flayed. The caliph ‘Umar used to tie them to a post and had lances thrust into their hearts, and Sultan Baybars II (1308-1309) made torture legal (Ibn Warraq, ibid, p.19)

Fiqh

The jurists of Islam have allowed  certain conditions under which an apostate (murtadd) is allowed to repent for a certain period, and is given other punishments. An apostate is to be imprisoned for three days, within which time if he returns to the faith of Islam it is well: but if not, he must be slain. It is recorded from Abu Hanifa and Abu Yusuf that granting of a delay of three days is laudable, whether the apostate requires it or not and Shafi says it is incumbent on the Imam to delay for three days since it is most probable that a Muslim will not apostatize but from some doubt or error arising in his mind, wherefore some time is necessary for final consideration.

Islamic jurists including Sunni, Shiah and other sects vary widely in details regarding the nature, extent, and method of punishment, inheritance of property treatment to children, women and apostate’s wife, burial, social treatment etc. However in this respect P.T Hughes summarizes in Dictionary of Islam (p 16) as below;

“According to Muslim Law, a male apostate or Murtadd is liable to be put to death if he continues obstinate in his error, a female apostate is not subject to capital punishment but she may be kept in confinement until she recant. (Hamilton’s Hidaya vol II, p.227)

If either the husband or wife apostatize from the faith of Islam, a divorce takes place ipso facto the wife is entitled to her whole dower; but no sentence of divorce is necessary. If the husband and wife both apostatize together, their marriage is generally allowed to continue, although the Imam Zufar says it is annulled But if, after their joint apostasy, either husband or wife were single to return to Islam, their marriage would be dissolved (Hamilton’s Hidayah, vol II p.188)
According to Abu Hanifah ,a male apostate is disabled from selling or otherwise disposing off his property. But Abu Yusuf and Imam Muhammad differ from their master upon this point and consider a male apostate to be as competent to exercise every right as if he were still in faith (Hidayah vol II p 235).

If a boy under age apostatizes, he is not to be put to death, but to be imprisoned until he comes to full age, if he continue in the state of unbelief, he must be put to death. Niether lunatic nor drunkards are held to be responsible for their apostasy. (Hidayah, vol II p246). If a person upon compulsion become as apostate, his wife is not divorced, nor are his lands forfeited. If a person becomes a Musalman upon compulsion, and afterwards apostatizes, he is not to be put to death (Hidayah vol II p.537). The Murtadd (apostate) of course is denied a Muslim burial, but he suffers from other disabilities (Ibn Warraq ibid p.20).
Muslims apostatize because Islam neither does allow freedom of conscience nor accept the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Article 18) which is quite reasonable as below:

“Every one has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.” (UNO)

In this context there are various Islamic human rights schemes or declarations as the Universal Islamic Declarations of Human Rights (1981). But these are understandably vague or evasive or the issue of the change of one’s religion, since Islam itself clearly forbids apostasy and punishes it with death as A. E. Mayer says, 

“The lack of support for the principle of freedom of religion in the Islamic human rights schemes is one of the factors that most sharply distinguishes them from the international Bill of Human Rights, which treats freedom of religion as an unqualified right. The (Muslim) authors’ unwillingness to repudiate the rule that a person should be executed over a question of religious belief reveals the enormous gap that exists between their mentalities and the modern philosophy of human rights.” (Islam and Human Rights, p.187, Ibn Warraq p 110)

Though many Islamic countries do guarantee freedom of belief (Egypt, 1971; Syria, 1973; Jordan, 1952), some talk of freedom of conscience (Algeria, 1989) some of freedom of thought and opinion (Mauritania 1997), but this is all an eyewash because of the lacunae in the panel codes of Islamic countries which are filled by the Islamic laws, Mahmud Mohammad Taha of Sudan was hanged for apostasy in 1985 even though the Sudanese   Panel Code of 1983 did not mention such a crime.”(Sami, p.110)

It is an open fact that the threats and intimidation of various personal, social and economic punishments and death penalty, in Islam to an apostate had been playing a very significant, positive and practical role in restricting the outflow of Muslims from the fold of Islam. The immense psychological pressure caused by the threats of the various types of punishments on the mind of an apostate had always been a great factor keeping the Muslims confined to the framework of Islam. Even the enlightened and rationalist Muslims who consciously wish to come out of Muslim orthodoxy had been forced to remain clanged to the fold of Islam helplessly or unwillingly as they have no freedom of thought and they cannot exercise their consciousness to examine and express their doubts about the doctrines of Islam openly.

It is an established historical fact that right from the times of Prophet Mohammad to this date the Muslims, initially in Arabia and later on in other parts of the world were converted by sword or by other social and political pressures and economic compulsions under different circumstances. Had their been the freedom of conscience and permission to examine, argue, and reform the doctrines of Islam or had there been no threat of capital punishment to apostasy in Quran and Hadith there would have been no expansion of Islam; and by now it would have been confined within the four walls of the Masjids of Mecca and Medina. The early twenty years history of Islam immediately after the death of Prophet Mohammad on 8th June 632, records the killing of about fifty to sixty thousand apostates in Arabia itself in these wars of apostasy (Ibn warraq p.32) The first and second Khalifa i.e. Bakr and Umar had to fight several apostasy wars during their periods. It is because they were converted to Islam by force. In India, during the 8th to 10th century of Muslim Invasions, the Hindu converts to Islam used to revert back to Hindu Dharm as soon as Islamic Military force used to be weak.(Mishra p   ) Undoubtedly the law of apostasy of Islam has created havoc in the world and thousands of free thinking, rationalists. Secularists and murtzalite Muslims were killed by orthodox and fundamentalist Muslims ‘in the name of Allah’ and Shariah. Even today Salman Rushidi and Nasrima Taslim are living under the threat of apostasy.

In brief, terrorizing the Muslims through the severe threats of punishments to apostates had been a great practical strategy in checking their exodus from Islam. This indirectly had been a great helping tool in the retention of Muslims in Islamic fold; and fulfilling that objective of jihad which is to expand the territory subject to Muslim control and to spread the Islamic religion(.Mayer,ibid,p126)
JIHAD AGAINST WHOM AND WHY?

The main question arises who are the people against whom jihad should be waged by all possible means and why? In Quran, the Allah has commanded the believers to wage jihad against the enemies of Islam; and accordingly a disbeliever in Islam is an enemy of Islam as below:

“Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and prophets, to Gabriel and Michael – lo! Allah is an enemy to those who reject Faith.” (2:98)

Thus all people of the world who reject Islam are enemies of Islam; and therefore the Jihad should be waged against them. 

Initially, at Mecca, the idolatrous Pagans were the main enemies of Islam, and not the “People of the Book” i.e. the Jews and the Christians, as the Muslims ,alike the Jews used to pray by standing and facing towards the Jerusalem which was the common qiblah of the Muslims and the Jews But as Islam grew stronger at Medina, even the ‘People of the Book’ were also considered as the enemies of Islam, and Jihad was waged against them.

Jihad has been prescribed in Quran even against those Muslims who do not strictly follow the tenets of Islam, but pose themselves to be Muslims. Such Muslims were taken as Hypocrites. But these were not taken seriously initially and were ignored. However, when Prophet Mohammad got control over almost all of Arabia by the end of 630 AD Allah commanded severe punishments to such Hypocrites also. 

Thus according to the current concepts of Jihad, the enemies of Islam ,and targets of Jihad are people of these four groups:

(1)
The Pagans including the idolatrous Disbelievers as Hindus, Bauddhs, Jains, Sikhs etc. and are termed as Kafiran.
(2)
 The People of the Book, which include the Jews, Christians, Mandeans, Zoroastrians who are called Ahl-ul-Kitab.
(3)
The Hypocrite Muslims and

(4)
All other types of disbelievers as Atheists, Gnostics etc. out of Arabia.

But after the division of Islam, initially into two sects i.e. Sunni and Shia’s ,in 660 AD ,and later on in Ahmedia, Sufi, Wahaabis and other sects, the intra-sect jihad and conflicts amongst themselves became quite common, because every sect claimed itself to be the true Islam.

 History shows that there have been innumerable wars for power amongst the Muslim rulers themselves, which were not permissible according to the Quran and Hadiths. But they cannot be termed as Jihad. In the late 20th century, Saudi Arabia rulers, with Wahaabi mindset, declared Jihad against Egypt ,Iran, Libya and Afghanistan, which are totally Islamic countries.

John  Laffin writes in ‘Holy War Islam Fights’, “The Saudis pressed their jihadi call In the first few days of October 1980, their Foreign Minister, Prince Saud-al-Fasal said, “The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has no other recourse but to call for Jihad for the sake of establishing the supremacy of righteousness, justice and eliminating falsehood, and injustice. By now (1988) ,the Saudi Jihad was aimed not only at Israel but  at Egypt as well, for having made peace with Israel in what history now knows as the Camp David Accords; against Libya, because it condemned the Saudi Royal family as reactionary; against Iran, because its leaders were working for the downfall of Saudi Arabia; and against Afghanistan whose leaders were in league with the atheistic Soviet Communities.” ( pp.17-18)

Similarly on 14th Jan. 1980, before 120 Pakistani Military officers, Ayatollah Khomeini said, “We are at war against the infidels. Take this message with you – I ask all Islamic nations, all Muslims, all Islamic armies and all heads of Islamic states to join the holy war. There are many enemies to be killed or destroyed. Jihad must triumph.

Jihad is not, as popularly imagined, merely Islam’s war against the Christian West and against the Jews. It is also aimed at all Muslim monarchs, as monarchies as anathema to strict Shia Muslims; Other enemies are ‘reactionary’ Islamic regimes, such as that of Egypt, and those Muslims declared to have betrayed Islam. This category includes the majority of Sunni Muslims, who are considered to be heretics by Shia Muslims. Other major enemies to be fought in modern holy war include the United States -described as Great Satan – Israel, and all non-Muslim states which offend God’s Messenger.” (Quoted by John Laffin p.14)

WHY JIHAD AGAINST THE NON-MUSLIMS?

Now the question arises why to wage Jihad against the non-Muslims, particularly when they have not committed any crime against the Muslims. But for a Muslim it appears to be a sufficient cause to wage Jihad against a person that he happens to be a non-Muslim; and it is against the will of Allah Who has perfected the religion of Islam for the Muslims and He has chosen them with His blessings to propagate it through out the world. Allah does not like that a person may adopt any other religion than Islam, as below:


(1)
The religion before Allah is Islam (Submission to His will): nor did the People of the Book dissent therefrom except through envy of each other, after knowledge had come to them. But if any deny the Signs of Allah, Allah is swift in calling to account.” (3:19)


(2)
“If anyone desires a religion other than Islam (submission to Allah), never will it be accepted of Him: and in the Hereafter he will be in the ranks of those who have lost.” (3:85)


(3) “This day have I perfected your religion for you, completed My favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion.” (5:3)

In order to propagate Islam ,the Messenger of Allah Himself accepted Islam first:


(1)
Say: “Nay! But I am commanded to be the first of those who bow to Allah (in Islam), and be not thou of the company of those who join gods with Allah.” (6:14)


(2)
“No partner hath He: thus am I commanded and I am the first of those who submit to His Will. (6:163)


(3)
 “And I am commanded to be the first of those who submit to Allah in Islam.” (39:12)

After that Allah asks Prophet Muhammad to excite the Muslims to fight the non-Muslims till they accept the supremacy of Islam, submit them to Allah and their religions exist no more on the earth as below:


(4)
 “It is He who hath sent His Messenger with Guidance and the Religion of Truth, to cause it to prevail over all religions, even though the Unbelievers may desist (it). (9:33)


(5)
“And fight them on until there is no persecution and the religion becomes Allah’s. But if they cease, let there be no hostility except to those who practice oppression “(2:193)


(6)
“Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which hath been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, nor acknowledge the Religion of Truth, from among the People of the Book, until they pay the Jizya with willing submission and feel themselves subdued.” (9:29)


(7)
 “And fight them on until there is no more Persecutions, and religion becomes Allah’s in its entirety but if they cease, verily Allah does see all that they do. If they refuse, be sure that Allah is your Protector – the Best to protect and the Best to help.” (8:39-40)

In the above ayats,it is quite evident that the objective of Jihad is to promote the religion of Islam by all means, even by war if need be. There is no ambiguity and confusion about it, and the command of Jihad “for the Cause of Allah “is to spread the religion of Islam by fighting Further ,the Allah promises Paradise for those who fight the Unbelievers and are slain ,as below:

“Allah hath purchased of the Believers their persons and their goods; for theirs (in return) is the Garden (of Paradise): they fight in His Cause, and slay and are slain: a promise binding on Him in Truth, through the Torah, the Gospel and the Quran: and who is more faithful to his Covenant than Allah? Then rejoice in the bargain which ye have concluded : that is the achievement supreme.” (9:111).

While commenting on the above ayats, Islamic scholar Anwar Shaikh writes, “These Quranic verses (9:29, 111) delineate that Jihad is binding contract between Allah and the Muslims to the following effect:


(1)
Whatever a Muslim possesses, including his life, belongs to Allah, in return of Paradise;


(2)
Allah is bound by His promise to offer Paradise to a Muslim provided he willingly kills and gets killed for His pleasure;


(3)
The Muslims must fight non-Muslims.


(4)
Non-Muslims are those people who do not believe in Islam (the religion of Truth). Thus ‘People of the Book’ – the Jews and Christians are equally infidels like the Hindus, Bauddhs, Atheists etc. and must be killed unless they submit before the Islamic sword and live as tributaries (zimmie) to acknowledge their humiliation through payment of Jaziah i.e. Poll Tax,


(5)
Jihad automatically becomes obligatory on a Muslim when people do not practice what Allah and Muhammad have prescribed as the proper way of life.” (This is Jihad pp4-5)

Bat Yeor’  has clearly specified the objectives of Jihad in his book, “The Decline of Eastern Christianity under Islam” (p.40) as below:

“The aim of Jihad is to subjugate the peoples of the world to the law of Allah, decreed by his prophet Muhammad. Mankind is divided into two groups, Muslims and non-Muslims. The former compose the Islamic community - the ummah, who own the territories of the dar al-Islam governed by Islamic law. Non-Muslims are Harbis, inhabitants of the dar al-harb, the lands of war, so called because they are destined to come under Islamic jurisdiction, either by war (harb), or by the conversion of their inhabitants. According to the jurisconsult Ibn Taimiya (fourteenth century), the property of non-Muslims must revert legitimately to the sole followers of the true religion (Islam). Consequently, the Jihad is the means whereby possessions considered illegally ursurped by non-Muslims are restored to Muslims. That is why every act of war in the dar al-harb is legal and immune from censure.”

“As the jihad is a permanent war, it excludes the idea of peace but authorizes temporary truces related to the political situation (muhadana). These truces must not last for more than ten years at most and can be unilaterally denounced by the imam, after notifying the adversary. In the context of temporary truces, the Jihad governs the conditions of treaties with the dar al–harb and provides for an intermediate state of non-war or of vassality. The holy war, regarded by Islamic theologians as one of the pillars of the faith, is incumbent on all Muslims: they have to contribute to it according to their capacities, by their persons, their property, or their writings.”

Similarly Maulana S.A.A. Maududi states about the objective of Jihad that: “The ultimate objective of Islam is to abolish the lordship of man over man and bring him under the rule of One God. To stake everything you have – including your lives to achieve this purpose is called Jihad.” (Fundamentals of Islam, p.285)
He further excites the Muslims thus, “True believers carry only one identification: all their efforts are directed to eradicating every false Din (religion) – and every Din other than Allah’s is false – and establishing in its place the true Din. They live, suffer losses, and die in His Cause: whether they succeed or fail, matters little.” (ibid p.302).

However, in practice the operational part of Jihad varies with the situation, political, physical and economic strength of the Muslims in different countries. Since the establishment of Islam in Arabia, its object has been, and still is to convert the idolatrous and disbeliever Hindus, Bauddhs etc and the People of the Book of the world to the so called True religion of Islam by all possible means. The next objective is to brain wash the new converts, and the hypocrite Muslims to adopt Shariah totally, in all walks of their life: And the last and ultimate objective of Jihad is to bring the secular and democratic states governed by the non-Muslims, by all possible means including democratic or undemocratic , and even self-immolation and suicide bomb blasting as we see today, in different parts of the world.Quran itself repeatedly excites for this and asks Momins to wage Jihad with their persons and wealth. Hence, the ultimate objective of Jihad is to establish an Islamic Empire in the whole world on the models of 7th century Arabian culture. 

This is supported by Prophet Muhammad himself. In a Hadith compiled by Imam Bukhari, Ibn Abbas said, “——The Prophet on his death-bed gave the order saying, “Expel the Pagans from the Arabian Peninsula.”(Vol.4: 288, p.183) and the same Prophetic policy is being applied towards the minorities in Islamic ruled states even now as in Pakistan and Bangladesh.

DIVISION OF HUMANITY TO IDENTIFY TARGETS OF JIHAD

In order to identify and separate out the targets of Jihad, the Islam divides the humanity into two fractions: 1) the Believers (momins) and 2) Unbelievers (kafirs), and the inhabited earth, into two types of lands, 1) the land of Believers(dar-ul-Islam), and 2) the land of infidels (dar ul-Harb) and postulates a permanent war between these two divisions.

The Quran divides the human race into Muslims (Allah’s party) and the non-Muslims (Shaitan’s Party) as below:


(1)
“Satan has got the better of them; so he had made them forgot the remembrance of Allah. They are the Party of Satan. Truly, it is the Party of Satan (non-Muslims) that will lose.” (58:19).


(2)
“Thou will not find any person who believes in Allah and the Last Day, loving those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even though they were their fathers or their sons or their brothers or their kindred. For such He has written Faith in their hearts and strengthened them with the spirit of Himself. And He will admit them to Gardens beneath which rivers flow, to dwell therein (forever). Allah will be well pleased with them, and they will with Him. They are the Party of Allah. Truly it is the Party of Allah that will achieve success.” (58:22).

Thus  Allah- the Creator of all human beings Himself divides people having faith in Allah and His Messenger and the Last Day as Allah’s Party or Momins and those who do not surrender to Allah as Shaitan’s Party as non-Muslims. But as soon as a non-Muslim – the enemy of Islam is converted to Islam, willingly or under pressure, by any means, the same person becomes automatically a member of Allah’s Party and a friend of the Muslims. So  faith in Allah and Muhammad - His Messenger, is the criteria to be a friend , otherwise he would be a foe of the Muslims and target of  Jihad. In brief, the Muslims are friends amongst themselves only but non-Muslims are their enemies as per Quranic injunctions. So the social harmony amongst the Muslims and non-Muslims is possible only when the non-Muslims are converted to Islam.  Again for these two groups of people Allah adopts two different standards of treatment one for the Muslims amongst themselves and the other against the non-Muslims.

TWO SETS OF MORALITY

Islam has two sets of principles of morality, ethics and code of behavior. One for the Muslims and other for the non-Muslims. Sincerity, well-wishing, brotherhood and unity between themselves are for the Believers  and the Faithfuls, while for the non-Muslims, the principles and standards of behavior are different as Allah commands Islamic brotherhood amongst the Muslims only. The Muslim community called ‘Ummah’ should be friendly and not quarrelsome between themselves, and pacify each other, if any way, a dispute develops amongst the Muslims. Allah commands in Quran the Muslims to be friendly, cooperative, peaceful, compromising and non-quarrelsome amongst themselves as given below :

Muslim Brotherhood for Muslims Only


(1) “And hold fast, all together by the Rope which Allah (stretches out for you), and be not divided among yourselves; and remember with gratitude Allah’s favor or you: for ye were enemies and He joined your hearts in love, so that by His Grace, ye became brethren.” (3:103)


(2) “And obey Allah and His Messenger; and fall into no disputes, lest ye lose heart :and your power depart :and be patient and persevering; for Allah is with those who patiently persevere.” (8:46)


(3) “If two parties among the Believers fall into fight, make ye peace between them; but if one of them transgresses beyond bounds against the other, then fight ye(all) against the one that transgresses until it complies with the command of Allah; but if it compiles, then make peace between them with justice, and be fair: for Allah loves those who are fair (and) just (49:9)


(4)  “The Believers are but a single Brotherhood.So make peace and reconciliation between your two (contending) brothers.” (49:10)

In order to maintain friendly relations amongst the Muslims, Allah strictly prohibits the Believers to kill another Believer, as they are protectors of one another. They should neither spy nor speak ill of each other as below:


(1)
“If a man kills a Believer intentionally, his recompense is Hell, to abide therein (forever) and the wrath and the curse of Allah are upon him ,and a dreadful chastisement is prepared for him ”(4:93). 


(2)
“O ye who believe! Eat not up your property among yourselves in vanieties: but let there be amongst you traffic and trade by mutual good -will: nor kill (or destroy) yourselves: for verily Allah hath been to you Most Merciful! If any do that in rancor and injustice – soon shall We cast him into the Fire; and easy it is for Allah.” (4:29-30) 


(3)
“The Believers, men and women, are protectors,  one of another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil.” (9:71)


(4)
“O ye who believe! Avoid suspicion as much (as possible): for suspicion in some cases is a sin; and spy not on each other, nor speak ill of each other behind their backs. Would any of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? Nay, ye would abhor it......”(49:12)


(5)
Never should a Believer kill a Believer, except by mistake and whoever kills a Believer by mistake it is ordained that he should free a believing slave.” (4:92)

Muslims should not be Friendly with non-Muslims

In Quran, Allah does not like a person who is not a Muslim and commands Muslims to  treat him as an enemy:


(1)
“Allah loveth not those who reject Faith.” (3:32)


(2)
Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and prophets, to Gabriel and Michael – lo! Allah is an enemy of those who reject Faith .(2:98)

Since Allah Himself does not like the non-Muslims, He commands the Muslims to be friendly among themselves and behave like brothers. But on the other hand ,He advises them to treat the non-Muslims as their enemies; and not to have any personal and social relationship with them like the marriage of their sons and daughters with those of the non-Muslims unless they embrace Islam. 

Thus Allah - the Creator of entire humanity Himself discriminates and creates animosity and abhorrence between Muslims and non-Muslims as evident from below :


(1) “Let not the Believers take for friends or helpers Unbelievers rather than Believers; if any do that, shall have no relation left with Allah except by way of precaution, that ye may guard yourselves from them.”(3:28).


(2)
“O ye who believe! Take not into your intimacy those outside your ranks: they will not fail to corrupt you. They only desire for you to suffer, rank hatred had already appeared from their mouths: what their hearts, conceal is far worse. We have made plain to you the Signs, if ye have wisdom.” (3:118)


(3)
“O ye who believe! Take not for friends Unbelievers rather than Believers:: do ye wish to offer Allah an open proof against yourself?”(4:144)


(4)
“O ye who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians for your friends and protectors: they are but friends and protectors to each other, and he amongst you that turns to them (for friendship) is of them. Verily Allah guideth not a people unjust.”(5:51)


(5)
“O ye who believe! Take not for your friends and protectors those who take your religion for a mockery or sport – whether among those who received the Scripture before you, or among those who reject Faith; but fear ye Allah, if ye have Faith (indeed).”(5:57)


(6)
“O ye who believe! Take not for your protectors your fathers and your brothers, if they love infidelity above Faith: if any of you do so, they are wrong.”(9:23)


(7)
“O ye who believe! Take not my enemies and yours as friends (for protectors) – offering them (your) love, even though they have rejected the Truth that has come to you, and have (on the contrary) driven out the Messenger and yourselves (from your homes). (simply) because ye believe in Allah your Lord! (60:1)


(8)
“Do not marry Unbelieving woman until they believe: a slave woman who believes is better than an unbelieving woman even though she allure you. Nor marry (your girls) to unbelievers until they believe: a man slave who believes is better than an Unbeliever even though he allure you; Unbelievers do   (but) beckon you to the Fire.” (2:221)


(9)
“The Unbelievers are unto you open enemies.”(4:101)

Hence according to Quran a true Muslim should not make friendship with the non-Muslims, and should not be friendly with them and even with their parents and their brothers, if they have not taken Islam as their Faith. Even ‘the People of the Book’ are not worthy of the friendship of the Muslims. Thus Quran forbids Muslims to have friendship with the non-Muslims in preference to Muslims.

Then, how in the light of these Quranic injunctions, there could be love and friendship between Muslims and non-Muslims in countries like India, USA, UK etc. where they form a considerable fraction of total population? How could there be intra -religious harmony and social interaction with Muslims and people of different faiths? It is unfortunate that Quran- the Book of Allah, itself discriminates people on the basis of Faith.

These discriminatory ayats appear to be the main causes of the exclusive nature of Islam, which does not allow the Muslim to swim together in the main stream of any state which is not governed by the Islamic laws as India.

DISCRIMINATORY  COMMANDS  OF ALLAH ABOUT MUSLIMS AND NON-MUSLIMS

A careful study of Quran shows that there are hundreds of ayats, which reflect how Allah discriminately treats Muslims and non-Muslims. These can broadly be classified into four main groups viz: one in which Allah commands Muslims to obey Him and His Messenger; and if they comply with His commands, He will shower on them all sorts of favors and pleasures in this world and even in the Hereafter; second if they accept Islam but outwardly behave as Islamic and act like Hypocrites, they will be treated alike non-Muslims and punished accordingly; third, in which the people even after hearing the commands of Allah, do not accept Him and His Messenger, they will be enemies of Islam and will be punished in this life as well as in the Hereafter in the Hell Fire, and fourth class is conditional in which Allah assures the non-Muslims that if they accept Islam, all their past deeds and sins will be forgiven;  they will be exempted from all punishments; they will be treated equally to Muslims and there will be no discrimination thereafter against them. But even after giving such assurances, if they do not accept Islam they will be treated as renegades and enemies of Islam and will be punished through Holy war- the Jihad. A few ayats of each category are given below:

A.
All Favors to the Muslims

In the Holy Quran, repeated exhortations are there, to the Believers to study and strictly follow the Quranic teachings, obey Allah and His Messenger and spend their wealth ‘for the Cause of Allah’. If they do so all sorts of favors in this world and sensuous pleasures in the Paradise will be provided to them in the Hereafter as shown below :


(1)
“And believe in what I reveal, confirming the revelation which is with you, and be not the first to reject Faith therein, nor sell My Signs for a small price, and fear Me, and Me alone. (2:41)


(2)
“Those who spend their wealth in the cause of Allah, and follow not up their gifts with reminders of their generosity or with injury; - for them their reward is with their Lord: on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.” (2:262)


(3)
“To those who believe in Allah and His Messenger and make no distinction between any of the Messengers, We shall soon give their (due) rewards: for Allah is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful.” (4:152)


(4)
Whoever works any act of Righteousness and has faith -his  endeavor will not be rejected. We shall record it in his favor. (21:94)


(5)
Those who have believed in Our Signs and submitted (to us), enter Ye the Garden (Paradise), ye and your wives, in (beauty and) rejoicing. To them will be passed round, dishes and goblets of gold: there will be there all that the souls could desire, all that the eyes could delight in: and ye shall abide there in (for aye). Such will be the Garden of which ye are made heirs for your (good) deeds (in life). (43:69-72)


(6)
“And this is a Book which we have revealed as a blessing so follow it and be righteous, that ye may receive mercy.” (6:155)

B. Hypocrites are Alike non-Muslims


Allah, in Quran, ensures all possible favors to a non-Muslim also if he agrees to accept Islam and live as per Allah’s commands But if, after accepting Islam, he acts as a hypocrite, he will be treated as a non-Muslim and punished accordingly. However Allah appears to ignore the hypocrites in early period, of Islam, in Mecca when it was weak as we do not find any Quranic command on hypocrites in Meccan ayats as we find later on as much as 30 ayats (Erfani pp423-424) revealed in Medina, in which Allah threatens the Hypocrite Muslims and commands to treat and punish them alike non-Muslims as below:


(1) “To the Hypocrites give the good tidings that there is for them are a grievous chastisement.” (4:138) 


(2) “For Allah will collect the Hypocrites and those who defy Faith – all in Hell.” (4:140)


(3) “The Hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of the Fire: no helper will thou find for them.” (4:145)


(4) “Lo! the Hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a disease: say: “these people – their religion has misled them.” But if any trust in Allah, behold! Allah is exalted in Might, Wise.” (8:49)


(5) “The hypocrites, men and women, are alike, they enjoin evil, and forbid what is just, and tighten their purse’s strings. They have forgotten Allah: So He hath forgotten them, verily the Hypocrites are rebellious and perverse.” (9:67)


(6) “Allah hath promised the Hypocrites men and women; and the rejecters of Faith, the Fire of Hell: therein shall they dwell.” (9:68)


(7) “O Prophet! Strive hard against the Unbelievers and the Hypocrites, and be harsh with them. Their abode is Hell, – an evil refuge (indeed).” (66:9)

C.
Punishment to non-Muslims

There are a large number of ayats in Quran in which Allah warns, threatens and intimidates the non-Muslims for harsh punishments in this life and even after their death of Hell Fire if they prefer to abide by their Faith; and refuse to accept Allah and Muhammad as His Messenger. However, He grants some favors to ‘the People of the Book’ i.e. Jews and Christians etc. They can continue in their Faith after subjugating themselves to rule of Allah and paying Poll tax as prescribed to them. But no concession to idolatrous Pagans (Hindus, Buddhists, Atheists etc.) was given as below:


(1) “But those who reject Faith and belite Our Signs, they shall be companions of the Fire, they shall abide therein.” (2:39)


(2) “Those who reject our Signs, We shall soon cast into the Fire as often as their skins are roasted through, We shall change them for fresh skins, that they may taste the chastisement: for Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise.” (4:56)


(3) “Allah is ever round the rejecters of Faith.” (2:19)


(4) “Their wish will be to get out of the Fire. But never will they get out there from; their Chastisement will be one that endures.” (5-37)


(5) “The curse of Allah is on those without Faith.” (2:89)


(6) “But those who disobey Allah and His Messenger and transgress His limits will be admitted to a Fire, to abide therein: and they shall have a humiliating punishment.” (4:14)


(7) “For any that disobey Allah and His Messenger, - for them is Hell: they shall dwell therein forever.” (72:23)

D. Punishments to non-Muslims and Favors to Muslims

There are a large number of ayats, which are conditional in nature. Such as: Allah asks people to obey Him and His Messenger; and if they do not obey Him after hearing His commands, Allah will punish them severely. But if they agree to obey Him, he will provide them all sorts of rewards and pleasures of life and assurance even of sex-afterdeath in Paradise. The ultimate message of Quran, to people therefore is, to obey Allah and his Messenger otherwise be ready to face the jihad andpunishments of Allah in this world as well as in the Hereafter as shown in some ayats below:


(1)
Say; “Obey Allah and His Messenger”:, but if they turn back, Allah loveth not those who reject Faith.” (3:32)


(2)
‘Allah’s object also is to purge those that are true in Faith and to deprive of blessing those that resist Faith.” (3:141)


(3)
“And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers – they are the Truthful and martyrs, in the eye of their Lord: they shall have their Reward and their Light, But those who reject Allah and deny Our Signs – they are the Companions of Hell-Fire.” (57:19)


(4)
“Those who believe and work righteousness for them is forgiveness and a sustenance most generous. But those who strive against Our Signs, to frustrate them, - they will be companions of the Fire.” (22:50-51)


(5)
But (even so) if they (unbelievers) repent and establish regular worship and pay zakat,, then are they brethern in religion.” (9:11)


(6)
“He that obeys Allah and His Messenger, - (Allah) will admit him to Gardens beneath which rivers flow and he who turns back (Allah)_ will punish him with a grievous Chastisement.” (48:17)


(7)
“Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; and those who are with him are strong, against the Unbelievers (but) compassionate amongst each other.” (48:29)


(8)
“Verily he who comes to his Lord as a sinner (at Judgement) – for him is Hell; therein shall he neither die nor live. But such as come to Him as Believers who have worked righteous deeds – for them are ranks exalted, Gardens of eternity, beneath which flow rivers: they will dwell therein for aye: such is the reward of those who purify themselves (from evil). (20:74-76)

While commenting on Quran, in relation to non-Muslims and their faith, Dr. K.S. Lal – a renowned historian remarked in his book, “Theory and Practice Muslim State in India, 
(pp 5-6):

 “The Quran does not permit the existence or continuance of other faiths and their religious practices. Of the 6236 ayats in the Quran about 3900 are directly or indirectly related to Kafirs, Mushriks, Munkirs, Munafiqs or non-believers in Allah and His Prophet.” Broadly speaking these 3900 ayats fall into two categories – those relating to Muslims who for their faith will be rewarded in this as well as the world thereafter, and those relating to Kafirs or non-believers who are to be punished in this world and are destined to go to Hell after death.

“The Quran reads like a manual of war on mankind rather than a charter of brotherhood for all mankind. For people of other faiths, Jihad or permanent war was  the command of the Quran and order of the day. Islam recommends Jihad or perpetual war on adherents of other religions – to lay hold of them, bind them, strike off their heads and burn them in the fire of Hell. This makes Islam a totalitarian and terrorist cult which it has remained ever since its birth.”

From the above presentation, it is quite evident that there are two types of people in Islam: Believers and non-Believers. And Believers are ensured all favors while Unbelievers to face all sorts of Penalties, retributions and Chastisements not only in this life but also even in the Hereafter. Such a discrimination is illogical and irrational and will be unacceptable in this modern age of reason and logic to any self conscious and self-respecting person.

Though the One and same God has created all human beings belonging to any faith, yet the God of Islam discriminates the people on the basis of their Faith. Allah on one hand assures all favors to Muslims in this world and all sorts of comforts and sensuous pleasures even after death. On the other hand He threatens cruel punishments in this life and frightens of Hell Fire after death to non-Muslims. Even the kind hearted Prophet Muhammad is hard against the non-Muslims simply because the non-Muslims wish to worship their own god in their own way and reject Allah, and Prophet Muhammad as His Messenger. This is why Allah commands Prophet Muhammad to instigate Muslims to wage even bloody Jihad against the non-Muslims. If Allah is the creator of all human beings, then naturally all human beings are His children who expect from Him a just, equal and uniform treatment, and no discrimination. Rationality demands equality and no discrimination, at least from the Allah – the Almighty and Creator of all.

JIHAD AGAINST WHOM AND WHY?

The main question arises who are the people against whom jihad should be waged by all possible means and why? In Quran, the Allah has commanded the believers to wage jihad against the enemies of Islam; and accordingly a disbeliever in Islam is an enemy of Islam as below:

“Whoever is an to Allah and His Angels and Prophets and to Gabriel and Michael – Lo! Allah is an enemy to those who reject Faith.” (2:98)

Thus all people of the world who reject Islam are enemies of Islam, and therefore the Jihad should be waged against them. 

Initially, at Mecca, the idolatrous pagans were the main enemies of Islam, and not the People of the Book i.e. the Jews and the Christians, as the Muslims alike the Jews used to pray by standing and facing towards the Jerusalem which was the common giblah of the Muslims and the Jews.

But as Islam grew stronger at Medina, even the ‘People of the Book’ were also considered as the enemies of Islam, and Jihad was waged against them.

Jihad has been prescribed in Quran even against those Muslims who do not strictly follow the tenets of Islam, but pose themselves to be Muslims. Such Muslims were taken as hypocrites, But these were not taken seriously initially were ignored. However when Prophet Mohammad got control over almost all of Arabia by the end of 630 AD Allah commanded severe punishments to such hypocrites also. 

Thus according to the current concepts of Jihad, the enemies of Islam and targets of Jihad and people of these four groups:

(1)
The pagans including the idolatrous disbelievers as Hindus, Bauddhs, Jains, Sikhs etc. and are termed as Kafiran.

(2)
 The People of the Book, which include the Jews, Christians, Mandeans, Zoroastrians who are called Ahl-ul-Kitab.

(3)
The hypocrite Muslims and

(4)
All other types of disbelievers as atheists, Gnostics etc. out of Arabia.

But after the division of Islam, initially into sects i.e. Sunni and Shia’s in 660 AD and later on in Ahmedia, Sufi Wahaabis and other sects, the intra-sect jihad and conflicts amongst themselves became quite common, because every sect claims itself tom be the true Islam.

There have been innumerable wars for power amongst the Muslim rulers themselves, which were not permissible according to Quran and Hadiths. But they cannot be termed as Jihad. In the late 20th century Saudi Arabia rulers with Wahaabi mindset declared Jihad against Egypt Iran, Libya and Afghanistan, which are totally Islamic countries.

Laffin Writes, “The Saudis pressed their jihadi call. In that first few days of October 1980, their foreign minister, Prince Saud-al-Fabal said, “The kingdom of Saudi Arabia has no other recourse but to call for jihad for the sake of establishing the supremacy of righteousness, justice and eliminating falsehood, and injustice. By now (1988) the Saudi Jihad was aimed not only on Israel but also at Egypt as well, for having made peace with Israel in what history now knows as the camp David Accords; against Libya, because it condemned the Saudi Royal family as reactionary; against Iran, because its leaders were working for the downfall of Saudi Arabia; and against Afghanistan whose leaders were in league with the atheistic Soviet communities.” (Ibid pp.17-18)

Similarly on 14th Jan 1980, before 120 Pakistani military officers Ayatollah Khomeini said, “We are at war against the infidels. Take this message with you – I ask all Islamic nations, all Muslims, all Islamic armies and all heads of Islamic states to join the holy war. There are many enemies to be killed or destroyed. Jihad must triumph.

Jihad is not, as popularly imagined, merely Islam’s war against the Christian West and against the Jews. It is also aimed at all Muslim monarchs, as monarchies as anathema to strict Shia Muslims; other enemies are ‘reactionaries’ Islamic regimes, such as that of Egypt, and those Muslims declared to have betrayed Islam. This category includes the majority of Sunni Muslims, who are considered to be heretics by Shia Muslims. Other major enemies to be fought in modern holy war include the United States described as Great Satan – Israel, and all non-Muslim states which offend God’s messenger.” (Quoted by John Laffin p.14)

WHY JIHAD AGAINST THE NON-MUSLIMS?

Now the question arises why to wage the Jihad against the non-Muslims, particularly when they have not committed any crime against the Muslims. But for a Muslim it appears to be a sufficient cause to wage Jihad against a person that he happens to be a non-Muslim; and it is against the will of Allah who has perfected the religion of Islam for the Muslims and he has chosen them with his blessings to propagate it through out the world. Allah does not like that a person may adopt ant other religion than Islam as below:


(1)
“If anyone desires a religion other than Islam (Submission to Allah), never will it be accepted of him: and in the hereafter he will be in the ranks of those who have lost.” (3:85)


(2)
 “This day have I perfected your religion for you, completed my favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion.” (5:3)


(3)
The religion before Allah is Islam (Submission to His will), nor did the people of the book dissent there from except through envy of each other, after knowledge had come to them. But if any deny the signs of Allah, Allah swift in calling to account.” (3:19)

In order to propagate Islam the Messenger of Allah himself accepted Islam first:


(1)
Say: “Nay! But I am commanded to be first of those who bow to Allah (in Islam), and be not thou of the company of those who join gods with Allah.” (6:14)


(2)
No partner hath He: thus am I commanded and I am the first of those who submit to His will. (6:163)


(3)
 “And I am commanded to be first of those who submit to Allah in Islam.” (39:12)

After that Allah asks Prophet Muhammad to excite the Muslims to fight the non-Muslims till they accept the supremacy of Islam, submit them to Allah and their religions exist no more on the earth as below:


(1)
It is He who hath sent His Messenger with guidance and the Religion of Truth, to cause it to prevail over all religions, even though the unbelievers May desist (it). (9:33)


(2)
And fight them on until there is no persecution and the religion becomes Allah’s But if they cease, let there be no hostility except to those who practice oppression (2:193)


(3)
Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which hath been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, nor acknowledge the Religion of Truth, from among the People of the Book, until they pay the Jizya with willing submission and fell themselves subdued.” (9:29)


(4)
 “And fight them on until there is no more persecutions, and religion becomes Allah’s in its entirety but if they cease, verily Allah does see all that they do. If they refuse, be sure that Allah is your Protector – the Best to protect and the Best to help.” (8:39-40)

In the above ayats it is quite evident that the objective of Jihad is to promote the religion of Islam by all means, even by war if need be. There is no ambiguity and confusion about it and the command of Jihad for the cause of Allah is to spread the religion of Islam. Further The Allah promises Paradise for those who fight and are slain as below:

“Allah hath purchased of the Believers their persons and their goods; for their (in return) is the Garden (of Paradise): they fight in His cause and slay and are slain: a promise binding on him in Truth, through the Torah, the Gospel and the Quran: and who is more faithful to his covenant than Allah? Then rejoice in the bargain which Ye have concluded that: that is the achievement supreme.” (9:111).

While commenting on the above ayats Islamic scholar Anwar Shaikh writes, “These Quranic verses (9:29, 111) delineate that Jihad is binding contract between Allah and the Muslims to the following effect:


(1)
Whatever a Muslim possesses, including his life, belongs to Allah, in return of Paradise;


(2)
Allah is bound by His promise to offer Paradise to a Muslim provided he willingly kills and gets killed for His pleasure;


(3)
The Muslims must fight non-Muslims.


(4)
Non-Muslims are those people who do not believe in Islam (the religion of Truth). Thus People of the Book – the Jews, and Christians are equally infidels like the Hindus, Bauddhs, the atheists etc. and must be killed unless they submit before the Islamic sword and live as tributaries (zimmie) to acknowledge their humiliation through payment of Jaziah i.e. Poll Tax,


(5)
Jihad automatically becomes obligatory on a Muslim when people do not practice what Allah and Muhammad have prescribed as the proper way of life.” (This is Jihad p4-5)

But ‘ye’ or has clearly specified the objectives of Jihad in his book, “The Decline of Eastern Christianity under Islam” (p.40) as below:

“The aim of Jihad is to subjugate the peoples of the world to the law of Allah, decreed by his prophet Muhammad. Mankind is divided into two groups, Muslims and non-Muslims. The former compose the Islamic community the umma, who own the territories of the dar al-Islam governed by Islamic law. Non-Muslims are harbis, inhabitants of the dar al-harb, the lands of war, so called because they are destined to come under Islamic jurisdiction, either by war (harb), or by the conversion of their inhabitants. According to the jurisconsult Ibn Taimiya (fourteenth century), the property of non-Muslims must revert legitimately to the sole followers of the true religion (Islam). Consequently, the Jihad is the means whereby possessions considered illegally ursurped by non-Muslims are restored to Muslims. That is why every act of war in the dar al-harb is legal and immune from censure.”

As the jihad is a permanent war, it excludes the idea of peace but authorizes temporary truces related to the political situation (muhadana). These truces must not last for more than ten years at most and can be unilaterally denounced by the imam, after notifying the adversary. In the context of temporary truces, the Jihad governs the conditions of treaties with the dar al–harb and provides for an intermediate state of non-war or of vassality. The holy war, regarded by Islamic theologians as one of the pillars of the faith, is incumbent on all Muslims: they have to contribute to it according to their capacities, by their persons, their property, on their writings.”

Similarly Maulana A.A. Maududi states about the objective of Jihad that: “The ultimate objective of Islam is to abolish the lordship of man over man and bring him under the rule of One God. To stake everything you have – including your lives to achieve this purpose is called Jihad.” (Fundamentals of Islam, p.285)

He further excited the Muslims thus, “True believers carry only one identification: all their efforts are directed to eradicating every false Din (religious) – and every Din other than Allah’s is false – and establishing in its place the true Din. They live, suffer losses, and die in His cause. Whether they succeed or fail, matters little.” (ibid p.302).

However in practice the operational part of Jihad varies with the situation, political, physical and economic strength of the Muslims in different countries. Since the establishment of Islam in Arabia, its object has been, and still is to convert the idolatrous and disbeliever Hindus, Bauddhs etc and the People of the Book of the world to the so called True religion of Islam by all possible means. The next objective is to brain wash the new converts, and the hypocrite Muslims to adopt Shariah totally, Shariah in all walks of their life, and the last and ultimate objective of Jihad is to bring the secular and democratic states governed by the non-Muslims, by all possible means including democratic or undemocratic means and even self-immolation and suicide bomb blasting as we see today. Quran itself repeatedly excites for this and asks Momins to wage Jihad with their persons and wealth. Hence, the ultimate objective of Jihad is to establish an Islamic Empire in the whole world on the models of 7th century Arabian culture.

In a Hadith compiled by Bukhari Ibn Abbas said, ——The Prophet on his death-bed gave the order saying, “Expel the pagans from the Arabian Peninsula.”(Vol.4: 288, p.183) and the same Prophetic policy is being applied in Islamic ruled states towards the Minorities.

DIVISION OF HUMANITY TO IDENTIFY TARGETS OF JIHAD

In order to identify and separate out the targets of Jihad, the Islam divides the humanity into two fractions: 1) the believers (momins) and 2) non-believers (kafirs), and the inhabited earth, into two types of lands, the land of believers (dar ul-Harb) and postulates a permanent war between these divisions.

The Quran divided the human race into Muslims (Allah’s party) and the non-Muslims (Shaitan’s Party) as below:


(1) “Satan has got the better of them; so he had made them forgot the remembrance of Allah. They are the Party of Satan. Truly, it is the Party of Satan (non-Muslims) that will lose.” (58:19).


(2)
Thus will not find any person who believes in Allah and the Last Day, loving those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even though they were their fathers or their sons or their brothers or their kindred. For such He has written Faith in their hearts and strengthened them with the spirit of Himself. And He will admit them to Gardens beneath which rivers flow, to dwell therein (forever). Allah will be well pleased with them, and they will with Him. They are the Party of Allah. Truly it is the Party of Allah that will achieve success.” (58:22).

Thus the Allah the creator of all human being Himself divides people having Faith in Allah and His Messenger and the Last Day as Allah’s Party or Momins and those who do not surrender to Allah as shaitan’s Party as non-Muslims. But as soon as a non-Muslim – the enemy of Islam is converted to Islam, willingly or under pressure, by any means, the same person becomes automatically a member of Allah’s Party and a friend of the Muslims. So the faith in Allah and Muhammad and His Messenger is the criteria to be a friend otherwise he would be a foe of the Muslims and target of his Jihad. In brief, Muslims are friends amongst themselves only but non-Muslims are their enemies as per Quranic injunctions. So the social harmony amongst the non-Muslims is possible only when the non-Muslims are converted to Islam or the vice-versa. Again for these two groups of people He adopts different standard of treatment for the Muslims amongst themselves and also against the non-Muslims.

TWO SETS OF MORALITY

Islam has two sets of principles of morality, ethics and code of behavior. One for the Muslims and other for the non-Muslims. Sincerity, well-wishing, brotherhood and unity between themselves are for the believers of and the faithful, while for the non-Muslims, the principles and standards of behavior are different as Allah: commands Islamic brotherhood amongst the Muslims only. The Muslim community called ‘Ummah’ should be friendly and not quarrelsome between themselves, and pacify each other, if any way, a dispute develops amongst the Muslims. Allah commanded the Muslims to be friendly, cooperative, peaceful, compromising and non-quarrelsome amongst themselves as given below:

Muslim Brotherhood for Muslims only


(1)
“And hold fast, all together by the Rope which Allah (stretches out for you), and be not divided among yourselves; and remember with gratitude Allah’s favor or you: for ye were enemies and He joined your hearts in love, so that by His Grace, ye became brethren.” (3:103)


(2)
“If two parties among the Believers fall in fight, make peace between them; but if one of them transgresses beyond bounds against the other, then fight ye(all) against the one that transgresses until it compiles with the command of Allah; but if it compiles, then make peace between them with justice, and be fair: for Allah loves those who are fair (and) just (49:9)


(3)
“If two parties among the Believers fall into a fight, make ye place between them.”——(49:9)


(4)
“The Believers are but a single reconciliation between your two (contending) brothers.” (49:10)


(5)
“And obey Allah and His Messenger; and fall into no disputes, last ye lose heart and your power depart and be patient and preserving; for Allah is with those who patiently preserve.” (8:46)

In order to maintain friendly relations amongst the Muslims, Allah strictly prohibits the believer to kill another believer, as they are protectors of one another. They should neither spy nor speak ill of each other as below:


(1)
“if a man kills a believer intentionally, his recompense is Hell, to abide therein (forever) and the wrath and the curse of All are upon him and a dreadful chastisement is prepared for him (4:93). The same idea is in the following ayats:


(2)
“O ye who believe! Eat not up your property among yourselves in varieties: but let there be amongst you traffic and trade by mutual goodwill: nor kill (or destroy) yourselves: for verily Allah hath been to you Most Merciful! If any do that in rancor and injustice – soon shall we last him into the fire; and easy it is for Allah.” (4:29-30) 


(3)
“The believers, men and women, are protectors, and of another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil.” (9:71)


(4)
“O ye who believe! Avoid suspicion as much (as possible): for suspicion in some cases is a Sin; and spy not on each other, nor speak ill of each other behind their backs. Would any of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? Nay, ye would abhor it......”(49:12)


(5)
Never would a believer kill a believer, except by mistake and whoever kills a believer by mistake it is ordained that he should free a believing slave.” (4:92)

Muslims should not be friendly with non-Muslims

In Quran, Allah does not like that who is not a Muslim and treats him as an enemy:


(1)
“Allah loveth not those who reject Faith.” (3:32)


(2)
Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His Angels and Prophets, to Gabriel and Michael – Lo! Allah is an enemy of those who reject Faith (2:98) 

Since Allah Himself does not like the non-Muslims, He commands the Muslims to be friendly among them and behave like brothers. But on the other hand He advises them to treat the non-Muslims as their enemies; and not have any personal and social relationship with them like the marriage of their sons and daughters with those of the non-Muslims unless they embrace Islam. 

Thus Allah, the creator of entire humanity Himself discriminates and creates animosity and abhorrence between Muslims and non-Muslims as evident from below:


(1) “Let not the Believers take for friends or helpers Unbelievers rather than Believers; if any do that, shall have no relation left with Allah except by way of precaution that ye may guard yourselves from them.”(3:28).


(2)
“O ye who believe! Take not into your intimacy those outside your ranks: they will not fail to corrupt you. They only desire for you to suffer, rank hatred had already appeared from their mouths, wheat their hearts, conceal is far worse. We have made plain to you the Signs, if ye have wisdom.” (3:118)


(3)
“O ye who believe! Take not for friends unbelievers: do ye wish to offer Allah an open proof against yourself?”(4:144)


(4)
“O ye who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians for your friends and protectors: they are but friends and protectors to each other, and he amongst you that turns to them (for friendship) is of them. Verily Allah guideth not a people unjust.”(5:51)


(5)
“O ye who believe! Take not for your friends and protectors those who take your religion for a mockery or sport – whether among those who received the Scripture before you, or among those who reject faith; but fear ye Allah, if ye have faith (indeed).”(5:57)


(6)
“O ye who believe! Take not for your protectors your fathers and your brothers, if they love infidelity above Faith: if any of you do so, they are wrong.”(9:23)


(7)
“O ye who believe! Take not my enemies and yours as friends (for protectors) – offering them (your) love, even though they have rejected the Truth that has come to you, and have (on the contrary) driven out the Messenger and yourselves (from your homes). (Simply) because ye believe in Allah your Lord! (60:1)


(8)
“Do not marry unbelieving woman until they believe: a slave woman who believes is better than an unbelieving woman even though she allures you. Nor marry (your girls) to unbelievers until they believe: a man slave though believes is better than an unbeliever, even though he allures you.” (2:221)


(9)
“The unbelievers are unto you open enemies.”(4:101)

Hence according to Quran a true Muslim should not make friendship with the non-Muslims and should not be friendly with them and even with their parents and their brothers, if they have not taken Islam as their Faith. Even ‘the People of the Book’ are not worthy of the friendship of Muslims. Thus Quran forbid Muslims to have friendship with the non-Muslims in preference to Muslims.

Then how in the light of those Quranic injunctions there could be love and friendship between Muslims and non-Muslims in countries like India, USA, UK etc. where they form a considerable fraction of total population? How could there be intra religious harmony and social interaction with people of different faiths? It is unfortunate that Quran the Book of Allah itself discriminates people on the basis of Faith.

These discriminatory ayats appear to be the main causes of the exclusive nature of Islam, which does not allow the Muslim to swim together in the main stream of any state which is not governed by Islamic laws.

COMMANDS ABOUT MUSLIMS AND NON-MUSLIMS

A careful study of Quran shows that there are hundreds of ayats which reflect how Allah treats Muslims and non-Muslims. These can broadly be classified into four main groups viz: one in which Allah commands Muslims to obey Him and His Messenger; and if they comply with His commands, He will shower on them all sorts of favors and pleasures in this world and even in the Hereafter; record if they accept Islam but behave outwardly and act like hypocrites they will be treated alike non-Muslims and punished accordingly; third, in which the people even after hearing the commands of Allah, do not accept Him and His Messenger, they will be enemies of Islam and will be punished in this life as well as in the Hereafter in the Hell fire and fourth class in conditional in which Allah assures the non-Muslims that if they accept Islam, all their past deeds and sins will be forgiven and they will be exempted from all punishments; they will be treated equally to Muslims and there will be no discrimination thereafter against them. But even after giving such assurances, if they do not accept Islam they will be treated as regenerates and enemies of Islam and will be punished through Holy war- the Jihad. A dew ayats of each category are given below :

A. All Favors to the Muslims

In the Holy Quran, repeated exhortations are there, to the believers to study and strictly follow the Quranic teachings, obey Allah and His Messenger and spend their wealth ‘for the Cause of Allah’. If they do so all sorts of favors in this world and sensuous pleasures in the paradise will be provided to them in the Hereafter as shown below:


(1)
And believe in what I reveal, confirming the revelation which is with you, and be not the first to reject Faith therein, nor sell my Signs for a small price, and fear me, and Me alone. (2:41)


(2)
“Those who spend their wealth in the cause of Allah, and follow not up their gifts with reminders of their generosity or with injury; - for them their reward is with their Lord: on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.” (2:262)


(3)
To those who believe in Allah and His Messenger and make no distinction between any of the Messengers, We shall soon give their (due) rewards: for Allah is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful. (4:152)


(4)
Whoever works any act of Righteousness and has faith that endeavor will not be rejected. We shall retard it in had favor. (21:94)


(5)
Those who have believe in Our Signs and submitted (to us), enter Ye the Garden (Paradise), Ye and your wives, in (beauty and) rejoicing. To them will be passed round, dishes and goblets of gold: there will ye shall abide there in (for aye). Such will be the Garden of which ye are made heirs for your (sood) deeds (in life). (43:69-70)


“And this is a book which we have revealed as a blessing so follow it and be righteous, that ye may receive mercy.” (6:155)

B.
Hypocrites are alike non-Muslims

Allah, in Quran, ensures all possible favors to a non-Muslim also if he agrees to accept Islam and live as per Allah’s commands but if, after accepting Islam, he acts as a hypocrite, he will be treated as a non-Muslim and punished accordingly. However Allah appears to ignore the hypocrites in early period, of Islam When it was weak as we do not find any Quranic command on hypocrites in Meccan ayats as we find later on as much as 30 ayats (Erfani pp423-424) revealed in Medina’s in which Allah threatens the hypocrites Muslims and commands to treat and punish them alike non-Muslims as below:


(1)
“To the hypocrites give the good tidings that there is for them are a grievous chastisement.” (4:138) 


(2)
“For Allah will collect the hypocrites and those who defy faith – all in Hell.” (4:140)


(3)
The hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of the fire: no helper will thou find for them.” (4:145)


(4)
Lo! The hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a disease: say: “these people – their religion has misled them.” But if any trust in Allah, behold! Allah is Exalted in night, wise.


(5)
The hypocrites, men and women, are alike, they enjoin evil, and forbid what is just, and tighten their purse’s strings. They have forgotten Allah: So He Hath forgotten them, verily the hypocrites are rebellious and perverse.” (9:67)


(6)
Allah hath promised the hypocrites men and women; and the rejecters of Faith, the Fire if Hell: therein shall they dwell.” (9:68)


(7)
O Prophet! Strive hard against the Unbelievers and the hypocrites, and be harsh with them. Their abode is Hell – an evil refuge (indeed). (66:9)

C.
Punishment to non-Muslims

There are a large number of ayats in Quran in which Allah warns, threatens and intimidates the non-Muslims for harsh punishments in this life and even after death of Hell fire if they prefer to abide by their Faith; and refuse to accept Allah and Muhammad as His Messenger. However He grants some favors to ‘the People of the Book’ i.e. Jews and Christians etc. They can continue in their Faith after subjugating themselves to rule of Allah and paying Poll tax as prescribed to them. But no concessions to idolatrous Pagans (Hindus, Buddhists, Atheists etc.) was given below:


(1)
“But those who reject Faith and belite Our Signs, they shall be companions of the Fire, they shall abide therein.” (2:39)


(2)
“Those who reject our Signs, We shall soon cast into the Fire as often as their skins are roasted through, We shall change them for fresh skins, that they may taste the chastisement: for Allah is exalted in power Wise.” (4:56)


(3)
“Allah is ever round the rejecters of Faith.” (2:19)


(4)
“Their wish will be to get out of the fire. But never will they get out there from; their chastisement will be one that endures.” (5-37)


(5)
“The curse of Allah is on is believers.” (2:89)


(6)
“But those who disobey Allah and His Messenger and transgress His limits will be admitted to a fire, to abide therein: and they shall have a humiliating punishment.” (4:14)


(7)
“For any that disobey Allah and His Messenger, - for them is Hell: they shall dwell therein forever.” (72:12)

D.
Punishments to non-Muslims and Favors to Muslims

There are a large number of ayats, which are conditional in nature. Such as, Allah asks People to obey Him and His Messenger; and if they do not obey Him after hearing His commands, Allah will punish them severely. But if they agree to obey Him, he will provide them all sorts of rewards and pleasures of life and even assurance of sex after death in Paradise. The ultimate message of Quran therefore is to obey Allah and his Messenger otherwise be ready to face the punishments of Allah in this world as well as in the Hereafter as shown in some ayats below:


(1)
Say; “Obey Allah and His Messenger”, but if they turn back, Allah loveth not those who reject Faith.” (3:32)


(2)
Allah’s object also is to purge those that are true in Faith and to deprive of blessing those that resist Faith. (3:141)


(3)
“And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers – they are the truthful and martyrs, in the eye of their Lord: they shall have their Reward and their Light, But those who reject Allah and deny Our Signs – they are the companions of Hell-Fire.” (57:19)


(4)
“Those who believe and work Righteous, for them is forgiveness and a sustenance most generous. But those who strive against Our signs, to frustrate them, - they will be companions of the Fire.” (22:50-51)


(5)
“But if they (unbelievers) repent and establish worship and pay the poor-due, then are they brethern in religion.” (9:11)


(6)
“He that obeys Allah and His Messenger, - (Allah) will admit him to Gardens beneath which rivers flows and he who turns back (Allah0 will punish him with a grievous chastisement.” (48:17)


(7)
“Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; and those who are with him are strong, against the Unbelievers (but) compassionate amongst each other.” (3:141)


(8)
Verily he who comes to his Lord as a sinner (at Judgement) – for him is Hell; therein shall he neither die nor live. But such as come to Him as Believers who have worked righteous deeds – for them are ranks exalted, Gardens of eternity, beneath which flow rivers: they will dwell therein for aye: such is the reward of those who purify themselves (from evil). (20:74-76)

While commenting on Quran, in relation to non-Muslims and their faith, Dr. K.S. Lal – a renowned historian remarked in his book, “Theory and Practice Muslim State in India, (pp 5-6) “the Quran does not permit the existence or continuance of other faiths and their religious practices. Of the 6236 ayats in the Quran about 3900 are directly or indirectly related to Kafirs, Mushriks, Munkirs, Munafiqs or non-believers in Allah and His Prophet.” Broadly speaking these 3900 ayats fall into two categories – those relating to Muslims who for their faith will be rewarded in this as well as the world thereafter, and those relating to Kafirs or non-believers who are to be punished in this world and are destined to go to Hell after death.

“The Quran reads like a manual of war on mankind rather than a charter of brotherhood for all mankind. For people of other faiths, Jihad or permanent war the command of the Quran and order of the day. Islam recommends Jihad or perpetual war on adherents of other religions – to lay hold of them, bind them, strike off their heads and burn them in the fire of Hell. This makes Islam a totalitarian and terrorist cult which it has remained ever since its birth.”

From the above presentation, it is quite evident that there are two types of people: Believers and non-Believers. And Believers are ensured all favors while Unbelievers to face all sorts of Penalties, retributions and Chastisements not only in this life but also even in Hereafter. Such discrimination is illogical and irrational and will be unacceptable to this modern age of reason and logic.

Though the one and same God have created all human beings belonging to any faith, yet the God of Islam discriminates the people on the basis of their Faith. Allah on one hand assures all favors to Muslims in this world and all sorts of comforts and sensuous pleasures even after death. On the other hand He threatens cruel punishments in this life and frightens of Hell Fire after death to non-Muslims. Even the kind hearted Prophet Muhammad is hard against the non-Muslims simply because the non-Muslims wish to worship their own God in their own way and reject Allah, and Prophet Muhammad as His Messenger. This is why Allah commands Prophet Muhammad to instigate Muslims to wage even bloody Jihad against the non-Muslims. If Allah is the creator of all human beings, then all human beings are His children who expect from Him a Just, equal and uniform treatment, and no discrimination. Rationality demands equality and indiscrimination, at least from the Allah – the Almighty and creator of all.
Appendix - 1

Some of the Quranic Ayates (Surah and Ayat No.) On Jehad using the word strive, fight and slay in the Cause of Allah, as summarised by Mohammad Imran Erafani in “A-Z Ready Reference of the Quran based on the translation by Abdullah Yusuf Ali,”  Good Word Books New Delhi 2004., are as below : 


1.
2:154 : And say not of those who are slain in the way of Allah : “They are dead.”  Nay, they are living, though ye perceive (it) not. 


2.
2:190 : Fight in the Cause of Allah those who fight you, but do not transgress limits for Allah loveth not transgressors. 


3.
2:191 :  And slay them wherever ye catch them, and turn them out from where they have turned you out; for Persecution is worse than slaughter; but fight them not at the Sacred Mosque, unless they (first) fight you there; but if they fight you, slay them.  Such is the reward of those who reject Faith.


4.
2:193 : And fight them on until there is no more Persecution and the religion becomes Allah’s.  But if they cease, let there be no hostility except to those who practise oppression.


5.
2:216 : Fighting is prescribed upon you, and ye dislike it.  But it is possible that ye dislike a thing which is good for you, and that ye love a thing which is bad for you.  But Allah knoweth, and ye know not.


6.
2:217 : They ask thee concerning fighting in the Prohibited Month.  Say: “Fighting therein is a grave (offence); but graver is it in the sight of Allah to prevent access to the path of Allah, to deny Him, to prevent access to the Sacred Mosque, and drive out its members.”  Tumult and oppression are worse than slaughter.  Nor will they cease fighting you until they turn you back from your faith if they can.  And if any of you turn back from their faith and die in unbelief, their works will bear no fruit in this life and in the Hereafter: they will be companions of the Fire and will abide therein. 


7.
2:218 : Those who believed and those who suffered exile and fought (and strove and struggled) in the path of Allah,—they have the hope of the Mercy of Allah: and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 


8.
2:244 : Then fight in the Cause of Allah, and know that Allah heareth and knoweth all things. 


9.
2:246 : Has thou not turned thy vision to the Chiefs of the Children of Israel after (the time of) Moses?  They said to a Prophet (that was) among them: “Appoint for us a King, that we may fight in the Cause of Allah”  He said, “ Is it not possible, if ye were commanded to fight, that ye will not fight?”  They said: “How could we refuse to fight in the cause of Allah, seeing that we were turned out of out homes and our families?”  But when they were commanded to fight, they turned back, except a small band among them.  But Allah has full knowledge of those who do wrong.


10.
3:13 : “There has already been for you a sign in the two armies that met (in combat) : One was fighting in the Cause of Allah, the other resisting Allah : These saw with their own eyes twice their number. But Allah both support with his aid whom He pleaseth.  In this is a lesson for such as have eyes to see.


11.
3:111 : “They will do you no harm, barring a trifling annoyance.”



If they come out to fight you, they will show you their backs, and no help shall they get.


12.
3:142 : Did ye think that ye would enter Heaven without Allah testing those of you who fought hard (in His Cause) and remained steadfast? 


13.
3:146 : How many of the Prophets fought (in Allah’s Way), and with them (fought) large bands of godly men?  But they never lost heart if they met with disaster in Allah’s way, nor did they weaken (in will) nor give in.  And Allah loves those who are firm and steadfast. 


14.
3:156 : O ye who believe! Be not like the Unbelievers, who say of their brethren, when they are travelling through the earth or engaged in fighting:  “If they had stayed with us, they would not have died, or been slain.”  This that Allah may make it a cause of sighs and regrets in their hearts.  It is Allah that gives Life and Death, and Allah sees well all that ye do.


15.
3:157 : And if ye are slain, or die, in the Way of Allah, forgiveness and mercy from Allah are far better than all they could amass.


16.
3:158 : And if ye die, or are slain, lo! It is unto Allah that ye are brought together. 


17.
3:167 : And the Hypocrites also.  These were told: “Come, fight in the Way of Allah, or (at least) drive (the foe from your city).”  They said: “Had we known there would be a fight, we should certainly have followed you.”  They were that day nearer to Unbelief than to Faith, saying with their lips what was not in their hearts.  But Allah hath full knowledge of all they conceal.


18.
3:168 :  (They are) the ones that say, (of their brethren slain), while they themselves sit (at ease): “If only they had listened to us, the would not have been slain, “Say: “Avert death from your own selves, if ye speak the truth.


19.
3:169 : Think not of those who are slain in Allah’s Way as dead.  Nay, they live, finding their sustenance from their Lord.


20.
3:195 : And their Lord hath accepted of them, and answered them: “Never will I suffer to be lost the work of any of you, be he male or female: ye are members, one of another: those who have left their homes, and were driven out therefrom, and suffered harm in My Cause, and fought and were slain, — verily, I will blot out from them their iniquities, and admit them into Gardens with rivers flowing beneath;—a reward from Allah and from Allah is the best of rewards.


21.
4:74 : Let those fight in the Cause of Allah who sell the life of this world for the Hereafter.  To him who fighteth in the Cause of Allah,—whether he is slain or gets victory—soon shall We give him a reward of great (value). 


22.
4:75 : And why should ye not fight in the Cause of Allah and of those who, being weak, are ill-treated (and oppressed) ? — Men, women, and children, whose cry is: “Our Lord! Rescue us from this town, whose people are oppressors; and raise for us from Thee one who will protect; and raise for us from Thee one who will help!.


23.
4:76 : Those who believe fight in the Cause of Allah, and those who reject Faith fight in the cause of Evil (Tagut): so fight ye against the friends, of Satan: feeble indeed is the cunning of Satan. 


24.
4:77 : Hast thou not turned thy thought to those who were told to hold back their hands (from fight) but establish regular prayers and spend in regular Zakat?  When (at length) the order for fighting was issued to them, behold! A section of them feared men as—or even more than—they should have feared Allah: they said: “Our Lord! Why hast Thou ordered us to fight?  Wouldst Thou not grant us respite to our (natural) term, near (enough)?  Say: “Short is the enjoyment of this world: the Hereafter is the best for those who do right: never will ye be dealt with unjustly in the very least! 


25.
4:84 : Then fight in Allah’s Cause—thou art held responsible only for thyself—and rouse the Believers.  It may be that Allah will restrain the fury of the Unbelievers; for Allah is the strongest in might and in punishment. 


26.
4:89 : They but wish that ye should reject Faith, as they do, and thus be on the same footing (as they): so take not friends from their ranks unit they flee in the way of Allah (from what is forbidden).  But if they turn renegades, seize them and slay them wherever ye find them; and (in any case) take no friends or helpers from their ranks—


27.
4:90 : Except those who join a group between whom and you there is a treaty (of peace), or those who approach you with hearts restraining them from fighting you or fighting their own People.  If Allah had pleased, He could have given them power over you, and they would have fought you: therefore if they withdraw from you but fight you not, and (instead) send you (guarantees of) peace, then Allah hath opened no way for you (to war against them). 


28.
4:91 : Others you will find that wish to be secure from you as well as that of their people: every time they are sent back to temptation, they succumb thereto: if they withdraw not from you nor give you (guarantees of) peace besides restraining their hands, seize them and slay them wherever ye get them: in their case We have provided you with a clear argument against them.  


29.
4:95 : Not equal are those Believers who sit (at home) except those who are disabled.  And those who strive and fight in the Cause of Allah with their goods and their persons.  Allah hath granted a grade higher to those who strive and fight with their goods and persons than to those who sit (at home).  Unto all (in Faith) hath Allah promised good: but those who strive and fight hath He distinguished above those who sit (at home) by a great reward.,—


30.
4:100 : He who forsakes his home in the Cause of Allah, finds in the earth many a refuge.  And abundance should he die as a refugee from home for Allah and His Messenger, His reward becomes due and sure with Allah: and Allah is Oft-Forgiving Most Merciful. 


31.
5:24 : They said, “O Moses! We shall never enter it as long as they are in it.  Go thou, and thy Lord, and fight ye two, while we sit here.


32.
5:33 : The punishment of those who wage war against Allah and His Messenger, and strive with might and main for mischief through the land is: execution, or crucifixion, or the cutting off of hands and feet from opposite sides, or exile from the land: that is their disgrace in this world, and a heavy punishment is theirs in the Hereafter; 


33.
5:35 : O ye who believe! Do your duty to Allah, seek the means of approach unto Him, and strive (with might and main) in His Cause: that ye may prosper. 


34.
5:54: O ye who believe! If any from among you turn back from his Faith, soon will Allah produce a people whom He will love as they will love Him,—lowly with the Believers, mighty against the Rejecters, fighting in the Way of Allah, and never afraid of the reproaches of such as find fault.  That is the Grace of Allah, which He will bestow on whom He pleaseth.  And Allah encompasseth all, and He knoweth all things. 


35.
8:17 : It is not ye who slew them: it was Allah: when thou threwest (a handful of dust) it was not thy act, but Allah’s in order that He might confer on the Believers a gracious benefit from Himself; for Allah is He Who heareth and knoweth (all things). 


36.
8:39 : And fight them on until there is no more persecution, and religion becomes Allah’s in its entirety but if they cease, verily Allah doth see all that they do.


37.
8:57 : If ye gain the mastery over them in war, disperse, with them, those who follow them, that they may remember. 


38.
8:60 : Against them make ready your strength to the utmost of your power, including steeds of war, to strike terror into (the hearts of) the enemies, of Allah and your enemies, and others besides, whom ye may not know, but whom Allah doth know.  Whatever ye shall spend in the Cause of Allah, shall be repaid unto you, and ye shall not be treated unjustly.


39.
8:65 : O Prophet! Rouse the believers to the fight.  If they are twenty amongst you, patient, and preserving, they will vanish two hundred: if a hundred they will vanquish a thousand of the Unbelievers; for these are a people without understanding. 


40.
8:72 : Those who believed, and emigrated and fought for the Faith, with their property and their persons, in the Cause of Allah, as well as those who gave (them) asylum and aid-these are (all) Friends and protectors, one of another.


41.
8:74 : Those who believe, and emigrate and fight for the faith, in the Cause of Allah as well as those who give (them) asylum and aid-these are (all) in very truth the Believers: for them is the forgiveness of sins and a provision most generous.


42.
8:75 : And those who accept Faith subsequently, and emigrate, and fight for the faith in your company—they are of you.  But kindred by blood have prior “rights against each other in the Book of Allah.  Venily Allah is well-acquainted with all things.”


43.
9:5 : But when the forbidden months are past, then fight and slay the Pagans wherever ye find them, and seize them, beleaguer them, and lie in wait for them in every stratagem (of war); but if they repent, and establish regular prayers and pay Zakat then open the way for them: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 


44.
9:12 : But if they violate their oaths after their covenant, and attack your Faith,—fight ye the chiefs of Unfaith. For their oaths are nothing to them that thus they may be restrained. 


45.
9:13 : Will ye not fight people who violated their oaths, plotted to expel the Messenger, and attacked you first?  Do ye fear them?  Nay, it is Allah Whom ye should more justly fear, if ye believe! 


46.
9:14 : Fight them, and Allah will punish them by your hands, and disgrace them, help you (to victory) over them, heal the breasts of Believers. 


47.
9:20 : Those who believe, and emigrate and strive with might and main, in Allah’s Cause, with their goods and their persons have the highest rank in the sight of Allah: they are the people who will achieve (salvation). 


48.
9:29 : Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which hath been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, nor acknowledge the Religion of Truth, from among the People of the Book, until they pay the Jizya with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued. 


49.
9:36 : The number of months in the sight of Allah is twelve (in a year)—so ordained by Him the day He created the heavens and the earth; of them four are sacred: that is the right religion so wrong not yourselves therein, and fight the Pagans all together as they fight you all together.  But know that Allah is with those who restrain themselves. 


50.
9:41 : Go ye forth, (whether equipped) lightly or heavily, and strive and struggle, with your goods and your persons, in the Cause of Allah.  That is best for you, if ye (but knew).


51.
9:44 : Those who believe in Allah and the Last Day ask thee for no exemption from fighting with their goods and persons.  And Allah knoweth well those who do their duty.


52.
9:73 : O Prophet! Strive hard against the Unbelievers and the Hypocrites, and be firm against them.  Their abode is Hell,—an evil refuge indeed. 


53.
9:81 : Those who were left behind (in the Tabuk expedition) rejoiced in their sitting back behind the Messenger of Allah: they hated to strive and fight, with their goods and their persons, in the Cause of Allah : they said, “Go not forth in the heat.”  Say, “The fire of Hell is fiercer in heat,” if only they could understand! 


54.
9:83 : If , then, Allah bring thee back to any of them, and they ask Thy permission to come out (with thee), say: “Never shall ye come out with me, nor fight an enemy with me: for ye preferred to sit inactive on the first occasion: then sit ye (now) with those who stay behind.


55.
9:111 : Allah hath purchased of the Believers their persons and their goods; for their (in return) is the Garden (of Paradise): they fight in His Cause, and slay and are slain: a promise binding on Him in Truth, through the Torah, the Gospel, and the Quran: and who is more faithful to his Covenant than Allah?  Then rejoice in the bargain which ye have concluded: that is the achievement supreme. 


56.
9:123 : O ye who believe! Fight the Unbelievers who are near to you and let them find harshness in you: and know that Allah is with those who fear Him. 


57.
22:39 : To those against whom war is made, permission is given to (fight) because they are wronged;—and verily, Allah is Most Powerful for their aid. 


58.
22:51 : “But those who strive against Our Signs, to frustrate them, —they will be companions of the Fire.” 


59.
22:58 : Those who leave their homes in the Cause of Allah, and are then slain or die, — on them will Allah bestow verily a goodly Provision: truly Allah is He who bestows the best Provision. 


60.
22:78 : And strive in His Cause as ye ought to strive, (with sincerity and under discipline).  He has chosen you, and has imposed no difficulties on you in religion: it is the religion of your father Abraham.  It is He Who has named you Muslims, both before and in this (Revelation); that the Messenger may be a witness for you, and ye be witnesses for mankind!  So establish regular Prayer, give zakat and hold fast to Allah!  He is your Protector—the Best to protect and the Best to help! 


61.
28:15 : And he found there two men fighting—one of his own people, and the other, of his toes.


62.
29:6 : And if any strive (with might and main), they do so for their own souls: for Allah is free of all needs from all creation. 


63.
29:69 : And those who strive in Our (Cause)—We will certainly guide them to Our Paths; for verily Allah is with those who do right. 


64.
33:18 : Verily Allah knows those among you who keep back (men) and those who say to their brethren, “Come along to us,” but come not to the fight except for just a little while,


65.
33:20 : They think that the Confederates have not withdrawn; and if, the Confederates should come (again), they would wish they were in the deserts (wandering) among the Bedouins, and seeking news about you (from a safe distance); and if they were in your midst, they would fight but little.


66.
33:25 : And Allah turned back the Unbelievers for (all) their fury: no advantage did they gain; and enough is Allah for the Believers in their fight.  And Allah is full of Strength, Exalted in Might. 


67.
47:4 : Therefore, when ye meet the Unbelievers (in fight), smite at their necks; at length, when ye have thoroughly subdued them, bind (the captives) firmly: therefore (is the time for) either generosity or ransom: until the war lays down its burdens.  Thus (are ye commanded):  but if it had been Allah’s Will, he could certainly have exacted retribution from them (Himself); but (He lets you fight) in order to test you, some with others.  But those who are slain in the way of Allah, — he will never let their deeds be lost. 


68.
47:20 : Those who believe say, “Why is not a Sura sent down (for us)?”  But when a Sura of decisive meaning is revealed, and fighting is mentioned therein, thou wilt see those in whose hearts is a disease looking at thee with a look of one in swoon at the approach of death.  But more fitting for them—


69.
48:16 : Say to the desert Arabs who lagged behind: “Ye shall be summoned (to fight) against a people given to vehement war: then shall ye fight, or they shall submit.  Then if ye show obedience, Allah will grant you a goodly reward, but if ye turn back as ye did before, He will punish you with a grievous Chastisement.”


70.
48:22 : If the Unbelievers should fight you, they would certainly turn their backs; then would they find neither protector nor helper. 


71.
49:9 : It two parties among the Believers fall into a fight, make ye peace between them: but if one of them transgresses beyond bounds against the other, then fight ye (all) against the one that transgresses until it complies will the command of Allah; but if it complies, them make peace between them with justice, and be fair: for Allah loves those who are fair (and just).


72.
49:15 : Only those are Believers who have believed in Allah and His Messenger, and have never since doubted, but have striven with their belongings and their persons in the Cause of Allah : such are the sincere ones. 


73.
57:10 : How is it with you that spend not in the Cause of Allah?— For to Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth.  Not equal among you are those who spend (freely) and fought, before the Victory, (with those who did so later).  Those are higher in rank than those who spent (freely) and fought afterwards.  But to all has Allah promised goodly (reward).  And Allah is well acquainted with all that ye do.


74.
59:14 : They will not fight you (even) together, except in fortified townships, or from behind walls.  Strong is their fighting (spirit) amongst themselves: thou wouldst think they were united, but their heads are divided: That is because they are a people devoid of widsom. 


75.
60:8 : Allah forbids you not, with regard to those who fight you not for (your) Faith nor drive you out of your homes, from dealing kindly and justly with them: for Allah loveth those who are just.


76.
60:9 : Allah only forbids you, with regard to those who fight, you for (your) Faith, and drive you out of your homes, and support (others) in driving you out, from turning to them (for friendship and protection).  It is such as turn to them (in these circumstances), that do wrong. 


77.
61:4 : Truly Allah loves those who fight in His Cause in battle array, as if they were a solid cemented structure. 


78.
61:11 : That ye believe in Allah and His Messenger, and that ye strive (your utmost) in the Cause of Allah, with your wealth and your persons: that will be best for you, if ye but knew! 


79.
66:9 : O Prophet! Strive hard against the Unbelievers and the Hypocrites and be harsh with them.  Their abode is hell— an evil refuge (indeed).


80.
67:21 : Nay they obstinately persist in sinsolant impiety and fight (from the truth). 


81.
72:12 : But we think that we can by no means frustrate Allah throughout the earth, nor can we excape Him by fight. 


82.
73:20 : He knoweth that there may be (some) among you in ill-health;  others travelling through the land, seeking of Allah’s bounty, yet others fighting in Allah’s Cause.  Read ye, therefore, as much of the Quran as may be easy (for you); and establish regular Prayer and give Zakat; and loan to Allah a Beautiful Loan.
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