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Seven facts that nail the lies about Gujarat

-B.P.Singhal
The post-Godhra violence was neither ‘genocide’ nor ‘pogrom’ agast Muslims. It was communal
violence in which Hindus also died, many shot dead by policeaysBP Singhal

Late month there was an attempt to revive the sestslacampaign of calumny against Gujarat Chief
Minister Narendra Modi and his Government on the baishe same old fiction about the post-Godhra
violence of 2002. On October 25, Aaj Tak, while broadcgsTiehelka’s ‘sting operation’, harped on the same
old refrain that Mr Modi “did not call in the Army untihree days had passed”.

When Aaj Tak contacted me to get my response, | told the anchor that tii@odhra carnage took place
on February 27, 2002, that the Hindu backlash commenced on Februyar28, and the Army was
conducting a flag march on the forenoon of March 1. He cut me sit by saying that “this is exactly what
we have said, no action was taken by Mr Modi on the 29th, 30th arlst, thus giving three clear days to
the murderers...”. | had to remind him at this point that the date 28th was February 28 and there was no
29th, 30th or 31st in that month. The ‘phono’ was disconnected.

It is imperative that certain facts are stated to gmevthe perpetuation of lies being propagated since 2002.
Here are some of them:

Fact 1 Shoot at sight orders had been issued by the Govermmdrebruary 28, 2002, itself. Being an Ex-
DGP and a Member of Parliament at that time, | wadouch with the office of DGP Gujarat and the
Commissioner of Police, Ahmedabad. | was keen tdheth: (a) Call in the Army at once; and (b) issuetgh
at sight” orders to all officers of the rank of Subpestor and above. It was comforting to learn thaGbgrat
Government had already taken both steps by 2.30 pm on BeBRialhe State Government had also requested
for armed police reinforcements from neighbouring Stdtesides calling for the Army.

Fact 2 On the February 28 police had shot dead 10 Hindus and woundeddL&é H

Fact 3 On the next day, that is, March 1, another 24 Hindug wikot dead and 40 Hindus wounded by the
police.

Fact 4 In the entire period of riots, the police had shotdd@@ Hindus and wounded 207 Hindus. But no
Delhi-based media showed any interest in reporting ttesealties.

Fact 5 The Muslim counter-attack, which commenced from Mdrctvas no less ferocious. In the first three
days alone, of a total of 611 deaths, 101 were caused by fiohg. Of these, 61 were Hindus and 40 were
Muslims.

Fact 6 As on March 5, as many as 40,000 Hindus had to be givétersinerelief camps. Plenty of media
coverage was given to the plight of Muslims in reliehpa but no Delhi-based media covered any Hindu relief
camps.

Fact 7. In answer to Parliament questions, the UPA Homask&inprovided the figures of casualties during
the Guijarat riots: 790 Muslims killed, 254 Hindus killed, 2,500 woundeal and 223 missing. These details
nail the lie that what happened in Gujarat was a ‘ahedsaffair’: For every three Muslims who died in
Gujarat, one Hindu was also killed.

Such heavy casualties in riot control are unprecedentdtkientire history of the Indian police. The figures
of casualties caused by police firing in the first thdegs alone indicate the ferocity of police actiont, ke
‘secular’ parties and their cohorts in media even te dlay proclaim unabashedly that Mr Modi ordered the
police “to look the other way” to give a free hand mrderers’ for three days. If they have any respecthier
truth, they can cross-check the casualties with hdsetards. The police is duty bound to carry those killed
and wounded in police firing to Government hospitals.
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With the Muslim counter-attack commencing from Marchllkhe riots were quelled altogether, what took
place in Gujarat was a full-fledged Hindu-Muslim riot. Itsmao “genocide”, “pogrom” or “state terrorism”
against Muslims. No “modern day Nero was looking the rothay”. The modern day Chief Minister was
dealing with the situation as best as was possiblethatiighly limited forces at his command.

Because of the spontaneous conflagration at scorescanelssof locations, it is entirely possible that the
police or Fire Brigade may have failed to reach a séené&ours, or, having been spread so thin, the police
force that did reach a scene was deterred from intexydy the sheer ferocity of violence at that pamtime.

But to say that the police was restrained as a measuB®vernment policy is completely belied by the large
number of casualties caused by police firing.

The insane ferocity and brutality with which Ram blsakmcluding innocent children and helpless women,
were roasted alive at Godhra, set the benchmark éedgally insane ferocity of the Hindu backlash and that
was followed by an equally insanely ferocious counteaei&tby Muslims.

The Delhi-based media made out as though the whole ofgbwyas in flames. It concealed the fact that of
18,600 villages, 240 municipal towns and 25 districts, the nunfoplaces affected by the riots was just 60.
Not a single man-day was lost in the 200-odd industrial $byes in Gujarat because of the riots. Examinations
in schools, colleges and universities were conductedrascpedule during the period of riots.

Irrefutable confirmation that it was a communal @oid not a “genocide” or “pogrom” has come from the
verdicts of courts hearing the post-Godhra riot caseee Hre some examples:

(i) The Deccan Herald reported in May 2004: “Conviction obBfessing Muslims for 7 years for attempted
murder”;

(i) The Indian Express reported on March 19, 2006: “7 Muslimsiciea\for life for the murder of Mukesh
Panchaal’;

(i) The Indian Express reported on March 29, 2006: “9 Muslimsic®avfor attempted murder and Arms
Act with sentences ranging from 10 years to 18 montimsl; a

(iv) The Indian Express reported on May 19, 2006: “4 Muslims najiddNA tests and convicted for life”.

While the ‘secular’ parties and the ‘secular Delhi-basedmedia singled out the Hindu backlash for
mega-publicity, they blacked out the Godhra carnage as well abé Muslim counter-attack for reasons
best known to them. Nevertheless, not only the minority comamity of Gujarat but the entire population
of that State is well aware of the truth about Gujarat, or “Gujarat Ka Sach”.

Tehelka and the sponsors of Tehelka have tried toevitiee communal harmony not only of Gujarat but also
of the entire country. Tehelka ‘sting operation’ cheadtracts Section 153A of the IPC. As Tehelka, and the
television channels that broadcast studio simulated snadethe riots, are headquartered in Delhi, it is
incumbent upon Delhi Police, and consequently the Govarhmof India, to take legal action against them
under Section 153A of the Indian Penal Code.

Courtesy: "The Pioneer"

23
PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



Duty does not permit repentance —The butchers of Caltta

-Andrew Whitehead

Gopal ‘Patha’ Mukherjee, Gopal the Goat, looks an unliketired gang leader. He is positively beatific,
with his thick, black-rimmed spectacles, long white deand tidy wisp of grey hair tied up on top of his head,
sardar-style.
Yet, half a century ago, he was among the most fedr€dloutta’s musclemen, with 800 boys at his command.
He was an emperor and they were his army. Gopal Pathat the name because his family ran a meat shop on
College Street was, at the time of partition, a pitoteof his community. His idea of keeping the peace was
killing the other side.
“He was very ferocious,” recalls S. K. Bhattachargesub-inspector in the Lalbazar police headquartettseat
time of the Great Calcutta Kiling in August 19485opal Patha looked like a gentleman. He was a
criminal, but he was very helpful to the poor. During the rots, he came out to rescue Hindus."Then as
now, gang leaders needed political patrons, and politicisre keen to have friends in low places. Gopal
Patha, sitting in his office near Calcutta’s WellingtSquare, says he was close to the Congress Chi€f, B.
Roy though he insists this was a personal friendshig ri@n a political allegiance.

Whatever the inspiration, when Direct Action Day asleed communal rioting in Calcutta, Gopal Patha
assembled his force. “It was a very critical time fbe country,” he asserts. “We thought if the whaleaa
became Pakistan, there would be more torture and repreS$® | called all my boys together and said it was
time to retaliate. If you come to know that one muidkes taken place, you commit 10 murders. That was the
order to my boys.”

The words are uttered so softly, it takes a while eirtimport to sink in. Calcutta was in flames and Gopal
Patha, in effect, took the opportunity to douse theicilkerosene. “It was basically duty,” he insists. ddnto
help those in distress.”

Today, his modest office is grandly titled the NatioRalief Centre for Destitutes. Apparently, a charity
clinic occasionally operates from there. On the svalle black-and-white portraits of a pantheon of Bengali
heroes, the garlands greying with dust and decay. And bémndioor, sufficiently lifelike to unnerve the
unwary, is a life-size model of Netaji, dressed in Ib#form, right down to the spit-and-polish military baots

“People used all sorts of weapons,” says Gopal Pathshimg the opportunity to reminisce. “They had
small knives, big choppers, sticks, rods, guns, and pidtblsd two American pistols. We got some weapons
during the 1942 movement. Then during the Second World WarAntexican army, the Negroes, were in
Calcutta. If you gave them Rs 250 or a bottle of whiskesy would give you a pistol and a hundred cartridges.
That way we secured all these weapons, and we used thiew ther troubles.”

He made plenty of enemies. “We came to know a Hindu called GalpPatha,” recalls former Muslim
Leaguer G. G. Ajmiri. “He used to catch hold of Muslims andslaughter them.” Ajmiri was a Muslim
strongman, a leader of the League’s student wing in Calcutta@hg with Mujibur Rahman (“He was not
that important then.”) and a member of the Muslim National Guard.

Ajmiri, who appears to have been loyal in turn to &nf to Pakistan (he served in its army) and now to
Bangladesh, lives in Dhaka, where he delights in tetialgs of his prowess. “They used to call me ‘brave’;
‘strongarm’. | never used a shotgun or sword. But | wgsa boxer. And sometimes | took the bamboo sticks
out of their hands and beat them with those.”

“One day,” says Ajmiri, warming to his theme, “somdpsaid: Gopal Patha has grabbed four Muslims and
slaughtered them. Immediately, we rushed there. Gopah Ratked at me and said: ‘Oh, this man has come
again.” So | said, ‘Yes. Why are you Kkiling people justdese they are Muslims?’ He said to me: ‘You go, we
won't kill anybody now.™
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Patha ripostes that his boys were always seleciiVe.fought and killed our attackers. But why should we
kil an ordinary rickshaw-wallah or hawker?’For eveirgtf division gang leader like Gopal the Goat, there was
a cluster of lesser figures, people like Jugal Chandra Glatsihnow in his eighties. Still a big bear of a man
he was in 1946 a worker with the Congress Party’'s trademuming. But that wasn't the source of his street
power.

“ had a club,an akhara; he says. “I was a wrestler, and | trained my bas] they carried out my
instructions. There was this Congress party leadertodk me round Calcutta in his jeep. | saw many dead
bodies, Hindu dead bodies. I told him: ‘Yes, there wiltd&tliation.™

“I went round the saw mills and factories. | set aroamh sometimes Rs 1,000, sometimes Rs 5,000. They
paid up. Then | declared: for one murder, you get Rs 10,Hal-anurder, Rs 5. That's how we got started.”

A year after the Killing, Gandhi came to a still-snaering city and appealed for a surrender of arms. The
journalist Sailen Chatterjee witnessed the scenap®eame with their weapons and placed them at thefeet
Gandhiji. Shabbily-dressed people came with swords, daggergountry-made guns. Even Mountbatten said
this was the miracle of Calcutta. Gandhi’'s miracle.”

Ghosh was among those who surrendered their armsslawemarkable conversion, and Ghosh remains a
committed Gandhian. In the aftermath of Ayodhya, heked hard to prevent communal unrest in his mixed
area of Calcutta.

But there were limits to the miracle. Some strongnitease who had fanned the flames so diligently over the
previous year, took an intransigent liri€&andhi called me twice,” Gopal Patha says. “I didn't go. The
third time, some local Congress leaders told me that | shaliat least deposit some of my arms.”

“I went there. | saw people coming and depositing weapons wdti were of no use to anyone out-of-
order pistols, that sort of thing. Then Gandhi’s secretary aid to me: ‘Gopal, why don’t you surrender
your arms to Gandhiji?’ | replied, ‘With these arms | saved he women of my area, | saved the people. |
will not surrender them”.

With a steely glint in his eye, the sort which distinguisés the goonda from the loudmouth muscleman,
Gopal Patha continued: “Where was Gandhiji, | said, during theGreat Calcutta Killing? Where was he
then? Even if I've used a nail to kill someone, | won’t sugnder even that nail.”"His sober determination
underlines one of the tragedies of Partition fifty years on,csmany of those who killed still have no sense
of regret.

Also part of BBC Radio series on partition by Whitehead.

Courtesy: "The Indian Express" July 1, 1997, p. 8
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Am | a Hindu?
-Chandan Mitra

A London datelined report last week said that a schoolbygua Hindu religious foundation had laid the
criteria to qualify as a “practising Hindu”. Only thoséavfulfiled these would be considered for 30 generous
scholarships offered by the Avanti Krishna Schodd@arow on London’s outskirts.

Apparently, under British Government rules, educationatitutions run by religious foundations can
receive official funding only if they prove that spedmnefits are extended to members of the community the
purportedly cater to. That requires such institutions asstly the defining characteristics of the religiousugro
concerned. This poses no problem for “people of the BeekChristians, Muslims, Jews and most major
religions. But, in order to qualify for Government assise Hindu institutions, too, had to define “Hindu”.

The neo-Hindu foundation, apparently linked to the KrisRmamsciousness movement, faced a dilemma.
There is, after all, no authoritative definition ohat makes a person a Hindu. For more that 5,000 years that
Hinduism has flourished in the geographical confines efltidian subcontinent, nobody has attempted this
mind-boggling task. However, in their eagerness to dtftaxcling, the school authorities hurriedly put down a
definition conforming, predictably, to their own bediefnd practices.

According to the conditions laid down, to be a “pracgidifindu” a person had to: (a) Offer prayers daily at
a temple or in the home; (b) Participate in templéviies/rituals at least once a week; (c) Perfornumtdry
services in a temple at least once a week; (d) Faklemenets of Hindu scriptures, particularly the Bhagvad-
Gita in everyday life; and (e) Abstain from consumptidmneat, alcohol and tobacco as a matter of principle

As the report unravelled, | shuddered. By this definiticshp not qualify to be a Hindu at all. In fact, | don’t
fulfil a single criterion. While 1 do occasionally eff prayers at home, | do not visit temples regularly. Of
course, | have gone to Tirupati, Varanasi, Kalighat amdesother Hindu shrines, but except on Saraswati Puja
(Vasant Panchami)

| do not usually pay obeisance at temples unless | getgan On occasions such as launching a new project
or entering a new home, | do organise a puja and devoifly mrayers while, conversely, avoiding starting
anything new on inauspicious periods such as pitrapakshliEvedserved at home and office every year, but
that is about all by way of participation in ritualshdve read and tried to comprehend the Bhagvad-Gita and
some Upanishads, but have never consciously thoughtlloWifiy the tenets of the Gita in everyday life,
whatever that means. And as for abstinence from,maéathol and smoking, | am “guilty” on all three counts.
So am | a Hindu?

But then, | have always prided myself for being a Hindough | am probably more of a “political Hindu”
than a religious one. Till the Harrow school chosed&ine Hinduism in a narrow, sectarian way | never
thought it necessary to conform to a rigid set of doesrito belong to my own faith. Perhaps, it is notfalué
of the foundation. Seeking Government funding is a legigrparsuit of any social or educational institution.

Here the Central Government subsidises Haj pilgrimagde wdome State Governments, almost in
retaliation, nowadays offer financial packages to pilgrimdertaking the arduous trek to Kailash-Mansarovar.
Land is given at subsidised rates to charitable ingtitgtimost of which are run by religious bodies. So, the
Avanti Krishna School at Harrow cannot be faulted $eeking official funds. The problem lies with British
rules and procedures, which are based on the underlying @gsurthat religious identities are codified in
accordance to scriptures. This is axiomatic for Judemtstzn (or Abrahamic) faiths, which originated ireth
same geographical area and share cultural and theologmatanalities. Incidentally, most Indic religions too
are clearly demarcated. There is no difficulty aboutndefia Jain, Buddhist or Sikh (although there are some
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breakaway sects there too), even if these religibasesan entire body of philosophy with Hinduism. But try
defining a “practicing” Hindu and you open a Pandora’s box.

At the risk of sounding like woolly-headed liberals, ddri intellectually despise, | have always believed
that liberalism is my religion’s greatest strength.n€ider the sheer diversity of beliefs and practices daha
accommodated happily within its ample bosom. The Kashpaindit is an avid meat/ fish eater and yet this
community is regarded as one of the purest Brahmin sub-groups

Similarly, the Namboodiris of Kerala are rather eclectic in heir dietary preferences but they are
traditionally ordained priests of the holiest Hindu shrines including the Pashupati Nath temple in
Kathmandu. On the other hand, Tamilian Brahmins are vegetarianfundamentalists. The daughter of
one of Karnataka's leading Christian political families told methat they were once high caste Brahmins
ostracised for consuming fish and, in protest, converted toI€istianity. Even now, arranged marriage in
that family happens only among fellow Brahmin-Christians!

The mahantof the Gorakh NatiMath in Gorakhpur is necessarily a Rajput, not qualified to fhaexsd under
the chaturvarna classification. My own upper caste &th) claims were rubbished by a priest in Haridwar. He
informed me that pandas there clubbed all castes frargdBeOrissa and Assam together, because we consume
fish and meat. Yet these States boast Kalighat, Jagaruri and Kamakhya, three of Hinduism’s holiest
shrines.

In Delhi’'s Bhairon Mandir (opposite Pragati Maidan), standard offering is a bottle of rum, whisky or
more frequently country hooch. After a few drops are pborethe lingam, the bottle is returned to the devotee
as prasad! Examples of this bewildering diversity camibigiplied ad infinitum.

The time, in fact, is for greater liberalism ratliban constriction. | was distressed when some Balines
Hindus were recently denied entry to the Jagannath templeri because they didn’t “look like Hindus”.

Having visited Bali, 97 per cent of whose population isddjnthanks to the 6th Century mission of Swami
Markandeya, it was shockingly insensitive of the Purgis to do this. They obviously do not know that on
Mauni Amavasya, the busy N’'gurah Rai Airport at Denpasaits down because the island observes maun or
silence.

A Thai princess was recently turfed out of the sameplkenbecause she declared herself Buddhist.
Incidentally, King Bhumibol of Thailand sports the tifama IX and engaged the scholarly PV Narasimha Rao
in a three-hour discussion on Hindu philosophy and scrigdureng the late Prime Minister's Bangkok visit
some years ago. Hinduism survives and thrives becasse wway of life, not a codified text.

We are different from others because anybody who dershimself or herself a Hindu is a Hindu; nobody
has the right to decide who is a Hindu and who isn't.régardless of the firman of the ayatollahs of Hartow

remain a proud Hindu.
Courtesy: "The Pioneer"
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The dragon still looms

-Udayan Namboodiri
Forty-five years ago this week, a ‘Himalayan Blundedught about the Chinese invasion of India, which is
yet to be reversed

The dragon may be mythological beast, but as a metdphdZhina’s menacing military might in South
Asia, its fittingness can never be disputed. Forty-fpgars ago this week, China offered a humiliating
“ceasefire” to India (on November 20, 1962), four weeksr dfiegnching what it described as a “pre-emptive
offensive” all along a border that India had considersettled”. Even today, the wounds on the collective
memory remain open. But we are not talking only ofghst here. The future promises more ignominy.

The generation that lived through that humiliation hpened with age, but is none the wiser as to the
reasons why independent India suffered its first — andyeasonly — military debacle. The only official
inquiry that was ordered into it clammed up and the cositehits report may perhaps never be knoWwn.
those that followed, a fear of a repeat (so overwhelming was ti@&hinese offensive that it is still recalled)
may be unreal, but they continue to experience the vestiges mutual distrust, thanks to the inability of
Communist China to accept democratic India as an equal.

There are hundreds of little ways in which China ca@s to harass India. Apart from holding on to more
than 38,000 sq km of Indian territory in Jammu & Kashmir andther 5,180 sgq km through an illegal deal
with Pakistan, Beijing routinely slights India by refigito widen the United Nations Security Council and
vetoing her rightful place as a nuclear power.

Earlier this year, China refused an Indian officiainfr Arunachal Pradesh a visa saying the man did not need
one to enter his “own” country — a reminder of Beijmgefusal to accept the status quo ante. Official Caines
propaganda still holds that India is an expansionist peviterdesigns on its neighbours. Directly or otherwise,
China funds India’s insurgents, transfers nuclear andlenlssowhow to the other belligerent, Pakistan, and
sets for New Delhi all kinds of diplomatic puzzles widspect to the rest of the neighbourhood.

The most tell-tale aspect of the strategic balanaagbs China’s favour is the series of apparently
innocuous military collaborations that Beijing hasnd up with India’s neighbours over the past decade. This
was confirmed by China itself when, in September 200Uetided to re-enter the United Nations Arms
Registry, arguably the only transparent source of ahtpinformation on who is selling what to whom in the
international arms bazaar. The highlights of Chikigfence collaborations include:

The Chinese F-7 is the backbone of the Pakistani Aicd= Pakistan has also ordered for 250 new
generation Chinese F-17s fitted with Russian9R[@ngines.

For Bangladesh, China is principal arms supplier. Chinaitadim selling Bangladesh 65 large-calibre
artillery systems, 16 combat aircraft and 114 missilerataded equipment last year. There is evidence of Nepal
having bought Chinese artillery systems over the pastyears. There is another chilling, yet untold, aspect
Pakistan has emerged as a major arms seller in thenrdgi August 2000, Pakistan surprised the world when
Gen Pervez Musharraf, then a little-known pariah @& itliernational community, announced that the country
would be exporting armaments. Soon, China’s hand was eqgpahen it was revealed that the so-called
“Pakistani” Al-Khalid tanks had been developed by ChinatiNéendustries Corporation. Pilot production had
started in November 2000 and by May 2002, Pakistan signed rmcowith the Ukrainian Malyshev tank plant
for the supply of TD-2 engines.

By 2007, Pakistan, with a little help from China, has gdeep into the metamorphosis from being a basket
case insofar as military hardware is concerned ta@pler. The international community has expressed
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concern at this, particularly after the role of Abd@d@er Khan in supplying nuclear knowhow to Iran became
public knowledge. But this concern has not been traksiate action.

Recently, the Greens Party of Germany pulled up the EBaovernment for circumventing the European
Union Committee on Arms Exports by agreeing to seleehHDW type U-214 submarines to Pakistan.
Germany also intends to supply LUNA lightweight closeoremissance and surveillance UAV system
manufactured by EMT Company. Pakistan would be acquiring 30eslrafong with six vehicle-mounted
Ground Control Systems and six launchers. In additionm@&sy would be supplying 1,000 advance Armoured
Personnel Carriers.

The world does not seem to take notice of the twin dangesed by the Sino-Pak collaboration. First, the
NATO powers and the United States are contradicting,t dgan domestic codes, the very purpose of their
engagement in Afghanistan by arming a country with dubtmmsmitment to the war against terrorism with a
dictator whose power is under threat from fundamentalists

Second, Pakistan and China are both rogue powers whouait® encircle India, a country which is the
repository of huge Western investments, with hostilegrs.

In fact, the deals that Pakistan, obviously a proxZliha, has struck with Bangaldesh have already come
under a cloud for the corruption involved. The Defence EspDivision of the Pakistan Army is now trying to
cover up allegations of supplying sub-standard defence hard®dréanka, to whom Pakistan sold China-
origin Al-Zaraar tanks, has raised the issue with faaittyveapon fuses.

Bangladesh has complained that the ammunition for the T-69 tanksvas defective. Besides, hand
grenades supplied by ordnance factories in Pakistan have be&yund to be unusable. But whatever the
grouses, it looks as if the Bangladeshi would have to pay for tlesnons the Pakistanis delivered.

China has a policy of to give India’s strategic commuaitheadache. Since 1995, it has embarked on a
policy to keep New Delhi on its tenterhooks by enciclthe “big brother” of South Asia with its small
neighbours. Beijing exploited India’s policy of not armitige defence forces of these countries in the hope
maintaining their domestic peace as civil war cond#tiare ever present in Bangladesh and are quite raging in
Nepal and Sri Lanka. Security expert Bhaskar Roy calisish'New Great Wall Strategy” aimed at creating
concentric circles of small countries around India, eisfig in the Indian Ocean outer rim. Beijing hopes tha
would be able to leverage its status as arms suppliethetie countries to gain effective political control.

It is quite clear, therefore, that a new competitionni the offing in South Asia. Unless India revistts i
decision to compete with China only on an economicgléhere could be no stopping China’s arrogance.

Courtesy: "The Pioneer"
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Pakistani First Law & Labour Minister, J.N.Mandal's Resignation Letter

A Hindu leader Shri D.N. Mandal in order to earn the tagof being more secular than even the ‘holy seculars’ obogress,
supported the Muslim League in united Bengal during Inda’s freedom struggle immediately before 1947. He took a mistaek
view that the interest of S.C. & B.C. Hindus coincié with the predominently ately poor Muslim peasants of Bngal, and on
Marxian reading a Bengali nation can be set up on class basis.

After the creation of Pakistan he was rewarded and made thenly Hindu cabinet-minister of Pakistan.
With in two years he became a pathetic helpless figure as lw®uld not do any thing to prevent the
persecution of Hindus in an Islamic state. In frustrationhe resigned on 8th October 1950. But his ‘anti
Hindu and pro Muslim secularism’ had already done a damage to # country which could not be
undone. After 57 years, Gaurav Ghosh has dug up his resignatidatter to show to the public that
mistakes committed around the period of partition are being epeated and how come we are doggedly
determined not to learn any lesson from the past experienge

It also proves that the commonality of economic interest provednferior to the Islamic religious
interest on which Pakistan was founded. Karl Marx may have beerelevant in the West during his time
but he was totally out of breath with reference to Indian saety and politics.

The resignation letter is a proof that Muslim ruling classesan not be trusted to keep the agreements.
History of Pakistan in both East and West Pakistan is a history ofapine and rape by the police, Army
and armed groups of fanatics unleashing their frenzy over the iHdu minorities and this has been going
on since the creation of Pakistan leading to their virtual damation. One can compare the percentage of
Hindu population in Pakistan in 1947 and today.

The first part of this Document has appeared in our September 2007 issuly (Vol. 8 No. 6). The
concluding part of thisletter is produced below :-

(16) | visited Kalashira and one or two neighboringagés on the 28th February 1950. he S.P., Khulna
and some of the prominent League leaders of the disteit with me. When Icame to the village Kalshira, |
found the place desolate and in ruins. | was told in thegmce of S.P.that there were 350 homesteads in this
village; of these, only three had been spared and #stehesl been demolished. Country boats and heads of
cattle belonging to the Namasudras had been all takeyn dweported these facts to the Chief Minster, Chief
Secretary and Inspector eneral of Police of East Bemgkto you.

(17) It may be mentioned in this connection that nlews of this incident was published in West Bengal
Press and this created some unrest among the Hindus Ahatenber of sufferers of Kalshira, both men and
women, homeless and destitute had also come to Calnttzrrated the stories of their sufferings which
resulted in some communal disturbances in West Bentfa ilast part of January.

Causes of the February disturbance

( 18 ) It must be noted that stories of a few incideitsommunal disturbance that took place in West
Bengal as a sort of repercussion of the incidents &hika were published in exaggerated form in the East
Bengal press. In the second week of February 1950 whentutigeB Session of the East Bengal Assembly
commenced, the Congress Members sought permission te meowadjournment motion to discuss the
situation created at Kalshira and Nachole. But theanetwere disallowed. The Congress Member walked out
of the Assembly in protest. This action of the Hinderiwbers of the Assembly annoyed and enraged not only
the Ministers but also the Muslim leaders and offic@flthe Province. This was perhaps one of the principal
reasons for Dacca and East Bengal riots in February 1950.

30
PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



(19) It is significant that on February 10, 1950 at about ‘tb€k in the morning a woman was painted
with red to show that her breast was cut off in Caédcubt, and was taken round that East Bengal Secriedéria
Dacca. Immediately, the Government servants of deebariat struck work and came out in procession raising
slogans of revenge against the Hindus. The procession begavell as it passed over a distance of more than a
mile. It ended in a meeting at Victoria Park at about tlOk in the noon where violent speeches against the
Hindus were delivered by several speakers, including déficiene fun of the whole show was that while the
employees of the Secretariat went out in processienchief Secretary of the East Bengal Government was
holding a conference with his West Bengal counterpatiansame building to find out ways and means to stop
communal disturbances in the two Bengals.

Officials helped looters

(20) The riot started at about 1 p.m. simultaneouslg\al the city. Arson, looting of Hindu shops and
houses and kiling of Hindus, wherever they were found,ncenced in full swing in all parts of the city. | got
evidence even from the Muslims that arson and lootiegeveommitted even in the presence of high police
officials. Jewellery shops belonging to the Hindus weoted in the presence of police officers. They ndy on
did not attempt to stop loot, but also helped the lootetls advice and direction. Unfortunately for me, |
reached Dacca at 5 O’clock in the afternoon on theesday, in Feb.10,1950.To my utter dismay, | had
occasion to see and know things from close quarterst W&ew and learnt from first hand information was
simply staggering and heart-rending.

Backgroud of the riot

(21) The reasons for the Dacca riot were maia. fi

()  To punish the Hindus for the daring action of their repngatives in the Assembly in their expression
of protest by walking out of the Assembly when two adjyoment motions on Kashira and Nachole affairs were
disallowed;

(i)  Dissensions and difference between the Suhrawardy Guodighe Nazimuddin in the Parliamentary
Party were becoming acute;

(i)  Apprehension of launching of a movement for um@n of East and West Bengal by both Hindu
and Muslim leaders made the East Bengal Ministry andvilieim League nervous. They wanted to prevent
such a move. They thought that any large scale commuohah East Bengal was sure to produce reactions in
West Bengal where Muslims might be killed. The resultsa¢h riot in both East and East Bengal, it was
believed, would prevent any movement for re-union ofgaém

(iv) Feeling of Antagonism between the Bengalee Muslim amdBengalee Muslim in East Bengal was
gaining ground. This could only be prevented by creatingtidietween Hindus and Muslims of East Bengal.
The language question was also connected with it and

(v) The consequences of non-devaluation and Indo-Pakistde tteadlock to the economy of East
Bengal were being felt most acutely first in urban amdlrareas and the Muslim League members and officials
wanted to divert the attention of the Muslim massemfthe impending economic breakdown by some sort of
jehadagainst Hindus.

Staggering details - nearly 10,000 killed
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(22 ) During my nine days’ stay at Dacca , | visitedstvf the riot-affected areas of the city and suburbs.
visited Mirpur also under P.S.Tejgaon. The news of tHmdibf hundreds of innocent Hindus in trains, on
railway lines between Dacca and Narayanganj, and DacdaChittagong gave me the rudest shock. on the
second day of Dacca riot, | met the Chief Ministéreast Bengal and requested him to issue immediate
instructions to the District authorities to take akegautionary measures to prevent spreading of the riot in
district towns and rural areas. On the 20th February 19%@ched Barisal town and was astounded to know of
the happenings in Barisal. In the District of Hindusekill | visited almost all riot-affected areas in thetiist. |
was simply puzzled to find the havoc wrought by the Musliters even at places like Kasipur, Madhabpasha
and Lakutia, which were within a radius of six milesiirthe District town and were connected with motorable
roads. At the Madhabpasha Zaminder’s house, about 200 peemdekiled and 40 injured. A Place, called
Muladi, witnessed a dreadful hell. At Muladi Bandar alore tumber killed would total more than three
hundred, as was reported tome by the local Muslims ingusame officers. | visited Muladi village also,
where | found skeletons of dead bodies at some placesindfdogs and vultures eating corpses on the
riverside. | got the information there that after Wieole-scale killing of all adult males, all the youngsgwere
distributed among the ringleaders of the miscreants. Ataee told Kaibartakhali under P.S. Rajapur, 63
persons were killed. Hindu houses within a stone’s thilstance from the said Thana office were looted, burnt
and inmates killed. All Hindu shops of Babuganj Bazar weoted and then burnt and a large number of
Hindus were killed. From detailed information received tlonservative estimate of casualties was placed at
2,500 killed in the District of Barisal alone. Total cdses of Dacca and East Bengal riot were estimatdaketo
in the neighbourhood of 10,000 killed. | was really overwkelnwith grief. The lamentation of women and
children who had lost their all including near and deasomelted my hearts. | only asked myself. “What was
coming to Pakistan in the name of Islam”.

No earnest desire to implement Delhi Pact

(23) The large-scale exodus of Hindus from Bengal commeakim the latter part of March. It appeared that
within a short time all the Hindus would migrate to Inddavare cry was raised in India. The situation became
extremely critical. A national calamity appeared to ibevitable. The apprehended disaster, however, was
avoided by the Delhi Agreement of April 8. With a view rteviving the already lost morale of the panicky
Hindus, | undertook an extensive tour of East Bengalsited a number of places in the districts of Dacca,
Barisal,Faridpur, Khulna and Jessore. | addressed dozdagely attended meeting and asked the Hindus to
take courage and not to leave their ancestral heanthdi@mes. | had this expectation that the East Bengal
Govt. and Muslim League leaders would implement the tefmtBeoDelhi Agreement. But with the lapse of
time, | began to realise that neither the East Be@gat. nor the Muslim League leaders were really e&ines
the matter of implementation of the Delhi Agreeméditie East Bengal Govt. was not only much to set up a
machinery as envisaged in the Delhi Agreement, batvads not willing it take effective steps for the purpose
A numberof Hindus who returned to native village immedjatdter the Delhi Agreement were not given
possession of their homes and lands, which were occimgibed meantime by the Muslims.

Moulana Akram Khan's incitatons

(24) My suspicion about the intention of League leades eonfirmed when | read editorial comments by
Moulana Akram Khan, the President of the Provincial IMudeague in the “Baisak” issue of a monthly
journal called Mahammadi. In commenting on the firalicabroadcast of Dr. A.M. Malik, Minister for
Minority Affairs of Pakistan, from Dacca Radio Statiovherein he said, “Even Prophet Mahammed had given
religious freedom to the Jews in Arabia”, Moulana Akiéhan said, “Dr. Malik would have done well had he
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not made any reference in his speech to the JewsaifiaA It is true that Jews in Arabia had been given
religious freedom by Prophet Mahammed; but it was tis¢ ¢ihapter of the history. The last chapter contains
the definite direction of prophet Mahammed which rungofiews :-"Drive away all the Jews out of Arabia”.
Even despite this editorial comment of a person whd helery high position in the political, social and
spiritual life of the Muslim community, | entertainedns® expectation that the Nurul Amin Ministry might not
be so insincere. But that expectation of mine waallyoshattered when Mr. Nurul Amin selected D.N. Barari
as a Minister to represent the minorities in terrhshe Delhi Agreement which clearly states that éstore
confidence in the mind of the minorities one of thiepresentatives will be taken in the Ministry of Easngal
and West Bengal Govt.

Nurul Amin Govt's. insincerity

(25) In one of my public statement , | expressedvignw that appointment of D.N. Barari as a Minister
representing the minorities not only did not help restany confidence, but, on the contrary, destroyed all
expectations or illusion, if there was any in the dsiof the minorities about the sincerity of Mr. Nuruhiix
Govt. my own reaction was that Mr. Nurul Amin’s Gowtas not only insincere but also wanted to defeat the
principal objectives of the Delhi Agreement.again regbat D.N. Barari does not represent anybody except
himself. He was returned to the Bengal Legislative Akde on the Congress ticket with the money and
organisation of the Congress. He opposed the Scheduled Eaderation candidates. Some time after his
election, he betrayed the Congress and joined the Fmeserd/hen he was appointed a Minister he had ceased
to be a member of the Federation too. | know that Basigal Hindus agree with me that by antecedents,
character and intellectual attainments Barari is qalified to hold the position of a Minister as envisaged
the Delhi Agreement.

(26) 1 recommended three names to Mr. Nurul Aminlic office. One of the persons | recommended was
an M.A., LL.B., Advocate, Dacca High Court. He was istier for more than 4 years in the first Fazlul Huq
Ministry in Bengal. He was chairman of the Coal Mirfg&owing Board, Calcutta, for about 6 years. He was the
senior Vice-President of the Scheduled Caste Federdflgnsecond nominee was a B.A.,LL.B. He was a
member of the Legislative Council for 7 years in the-yaform regime. | would like to know what earthly
reasons there might be for Mr. Nurul Amin in not sefgcany of these two gentlemen and appointing instead a
person whose appointment as Minister | strongly objetigor very rightly considerations. Without any fedr
contradiction | can say that this action of Mr. NuAmhin in selecting Barari as a Minister in terms loé tDelhi
Agreement is conclusive proof that East Bengal Govk m&ther serious nor sincere in its profession atyeut
terms of the Delhi Agreement whose main purpose igaate such conditions as would enable the Hindus to
continue to live in East Bengal with a sense of sgctoitheir life, property, honour and religion.

Govt. Plan to squeeze out Hindus

(27) 1 would like to reiterate in this connection miynf conviction that East Bengal Gouvt. is still fallong
the well-planned policy of squeezing Hindus out of the Fw®vi In my discussion with you on more than one
occasion, | gave expression to this view of mineusisay that this policy of driving out Hindus from Pakista
has succeeded completely in West Pakistan and is neanmgjation in East Pakistan too. The appointment of
D.N. Barari as a Minister and the East Bengal Govemis unceremonious objection to my recommendation
in this regard strictly conform to name of what tleajl an Islamic State. Pakistan has not given thelddin
entire satisfaction and a full sense of security. Tin@y want to get rid of the Hindu intelligentsia so ttie
political, economic and social life of Pakistan may incany way be influenced by them.

Evasiveta ctics to Shelve Joint Electorate
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(28)1 have failed to understand why the question aft@late has not yet been decided. It is now three
years that the minority Sub-Committee has been amabirit sat on three occasions. The question of having
joint or separate electorate came up for consideraioa meeting of the Committee held in December last
when all the representatives of recognised minoritle®akistan expressed their view in support of joint
Electorate with reservation of seats for backwardonties. We, on behalf of the Scheduled Castes thiisk th
matter again came up for consideration at a meetingdcali August last. But without any discussion
whatsoever on this point, the meeting was adjournedd#nedt is not difficult to understand what the motise i
behind this kind of evasive tactics in regard to sucitehmatter on the part of Pakistan’s rulers.

Dfismal future for Hindus

(29 ) Coming now to the present condition and the fubfitdindus in East Bengal as a result of the Delhi
Agreement, | should say that the present conditionti®nly unsatisfactory but absolutely hopeless and tteat t
future completely dark and dismal confidence of Hindus irt Basgal has not been restored in the least. The
Agreement is treated as a mere scrap of paper alikeeliyatst Bengal Government and the Muslim League.

That a pretty large number of Hindu migrants, mostly 8aleel Caste cultivators are returning to East
Bengal is no indication that confidence has been medtdt only indicates that their stay and rehabibtatn
West Bengal, or elsewhere in the Indian Union have been possible. The sufferings of refugee life are
compelling them to go back to their homes. Besides, maattyem are going back to bring movable articles and
settle or dispose of immovable properties. That nagsrcommunal disturbance has recently taken place in
East Bengal is not to be attributed to the Delhi Agesgmit could not simply continue even if there were no
Agreement or Pact.

(30) It must be admitted that the Delhi Pact wasamoend in itself. It was intended that such conditions
would be created as might effectively help resolve sayntbsputes and conflict existing between India and
Pakistan. But during this period of six months after tAgreement, no dispute or conflict has readily been
resolved. On the contrary, communal propaganda and ami-propaganda by Pakistan both at home and
abroad are continuing in full swing. The observance aghir Day by the Muslim League all over Pakistan is
an eloquent proof of communal anti-India propaganda by RakiSthe recent speech of the Governor of
Punjab (Pak) saying that Pakistan needed a strong Arntizdasecurity of Indian Muslims has betrayed the real
attitude of Pakistan towards India. It will only incredle tensions between the two countries.

What is happening in E.Bengal today

(31) What is to the condition in East Bengal? Abdtyt fakhs of Hindus have left since the partition loé t
country. Apart from the East Bengal riot of last Febyuthe reasons for such a large-scale exodus of Hindus
are many. The boycott by the Muslims of Hindu lawyergdical practitioners, shopkeepers, traders and
merchants has compelled Hindus to migrate to West Bamgalarch of their means of livelihood. Wholesale
requisition of Hindu houses even without following due preaafslaw in many and non-payment of any rent
whatsoever to the owners have compelled them to sedkdian Shelter, Payments of rent to Hindu landlords
was stopped long before. Beside, the Ansars against Wheceived complaints all over are a standing menace
to the safety and security of Hindus. Interference mtens of education and methods adopted by the
Educational Authority for Islamisation frightened thadieing staff of Secondary Schools and Colleges out of
their old familiar moorings. They have left East Bdnéa a result, most of the educational institutions tgo
Educational Authority issued circular to Secondary Schenjsining compulsory participation of teachers and
student of all communities in recitation from the H&lgran before the school work commenced, Another
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circular requires Headmasters of schools to name theretit blocks of the premises after 12 distinguished
Muslims, such as, Jinnah, Qbal, Liaquat Ali, Nazimuddin, ©nly very recently in an educational conference
held at Dacca, the President disclosed that out of 1,500 Efghsh Schools in East Bengal, only 500 were

working. Owing to the migration of medical practitionéhere is hardly any means of proper treatment of
patients. Almost all the priests who used to worshiphitngsehold deities at Hindu houses have left. Important
places of worship have been abandoned. The resulttishéhdlindus of East Bengal have got now hardly any
means to follow religious pursuits and perform social oerees like marriage where the services of a priest
are essential. Artisans who made images of goddessesalsavleft. Muslims have replaced Hindu Presidents
of Union Boards by coercive measures with the adige and connivance of the police and Circle Officers.

Muslims have replaced Hindu Headmasters and Secretarg&hobls. The life of the few Hindu Govt. servants

has been made extremelymiserable as many of them &iker been superseded by junior Muslims or
dismissed without sufficient or any cause. Only veryendg a Hindu Public Prosecutor of Chittagong was

arbitrarily removed from service as has been madar dle a statement made by Srijukta Nellie Sengupta
against whom at least no charge of anti-Muslim biagi@ice or malice can be leveled.

Hindu virtually outlawed

(32) Commission of thefts and dacoities even witlrdar is going on as before. Thana office seldom
record half the complaints made by the Hindus. Thaabaiction and rape of Hindu girls have been reduced to
a certain extent is due only to the fact that theneoi Caste Hindu girl between the ages of 12 and 30 living in
East Bengal at present. The few depressed class gldiwehin rural areas with their parents are not even
spared by Muslim goondas. | have received informatiorutabonumber of incidents of rape of Scheduled
Castes Girls by Muslims.

Full payment is seldom made by Muslim buyers for the pfgete and other agricultural commodities sold
by Hindus in market places. As a matter of fact, there operation of law, justice or fair play in Pakistao
far as Hindus are concerned.

Forced conversions in West Pakistan

( 33 ) Leaving aside the question of East Pakistan, dehamv refer to west Pakistan, especially Sind. The
West Punjab had after partition about a lakh of Schedudestie€ people. It may be noted that a large number of
them were converted to Islam. Only 4 out of a dozere@dbd Castes girls abducted by Muslims have yet been
recovered in spite of repeated petitions to the Authohymes of those girls with names of their abductors
were supplied to the government. The last reply recgntgn by the office-in-Charge of recovery of abducted
girls said that “his function was to recover Hindu gaigl stat “Achuts” (Scheduled Castes) were not Hindus”.
The condition of the small number of Hindus that ailelising in Sind and Karachi, the capital of Pakistas,
simply deplorable. | have got a list of 363 Hindu temples gndidwaras of Karachi and Sind (which is by no
means an exhaustive list) which are still in possessi Muslims. Some of the temples have been cordverte
into cobbler’s shops, slaughterhouses and hotels. Nbtlee dindus has got back. Possession of their landed
properties which were taken away from them without @oijce and distributed amongst refugees and local
Muslims. | personally know that the Custodian declared 2080td Hindus non-evacuees a pretty long time
ago. But up till now properties have not been restorehyoone of them. Even the possession of KarachiaPin;
Pole has not been restored to the trustees, althowghisitdeclared non-evacuee property some time ago. In
Karachi | had received petitions from many unfortunatbdrs and husbands of abducted Hindu girls, mostly
Scheduled Castes. | Drew the attention of the 2nd RsosisGovernment to this fact. There was littlenor
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effect. To my extreme regret | received informatibatta large number of Scheduled Castes who are st liv
in Sind have been forcibly converted to Islam.

Pakistan 'Accursed' for Hindus

(34 ) Now this being in brief the overall picture okRtan so far as the Hindus are concerned, | shall not
be unjustified in stating that Hindus of Pakistan havalitotents and purposes been rendered “ Stateless “ in
their own houses. They have no other fault than tthey profess Hindu religion. Muslim League leaders that
Pakistan is and shall be an Islamic State are repgatemking declarations. Islam is being offered as the
sovereign remedy for all earthly evils. In the matshl dialectics of capitalism and socialism you predemnt t
exhilarating democratic synthesis of Islamic equalitygl draternity. In that grand setting of the Shariat
Muslims alone are rulers while Hindus and other minorities are jimmies who are entitled to protection at
a price, and you know more than anybody else Mr. Prime Ministe what that price is. After anxious and
prolonged struggle | have come to the conclusion that Pakistan mo place for Hindus to live in and that
their future is darkened by the ominous shadow of conversioor IQuidation. The bulk of the upper class
Hindus and politically conscious scheduled castes havecéft Bengal. Those Hindus who will continue to
stay accursed promise and for that matter in Pakistnlvem afraid, by gradual stages and in a planned
manner be either converted to Islam or completetgrennated. It is really amazing that a man of your
education, culture and experience should be an exponentdottane fraught with so great a danger to
humanity and subversive of all principles of equality anddgeense. | may tell you and your fellow workers
that Hindus will allow themselves, whatever the threatemptation, to be treated as Jimmies in the &nd
their birth. Today they may, as indeed many of thewe halready done, abandon their hearths and home in
sorrow but in panic. Tomorrow they strive for theghtful place in the economy of life. Who knows whainis
the womb of the future? When | am convinced that mgtiooance in office in the Pakistan Central
Government is not of any help to Hindus | should nohaitclear conscience, create the false impressitdrein
minds of the Hindus of Pakistan and peoples abroad thduslican live there with honour and with a sense of
security in respect of their life, property and religidhis is about Hindus.

No civil liverty even for Muslims

(35) And what about the Muslims who are outside thenobdrcircle of the League rulers and their corrupt
and inefficient bureaucracy? There is hardly anythidgdaivil liberty in Pakistan. Witness for exampléget
fate of Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan then whom a more dewduslim had not walked this earth for many years
and of his gallant patriotic brother Dr. Khan Sahib.lahge number of erstwhile League leaders of the
Northwest and also of the Eastern belt of Pakistanradetention without trial. Mr. Suhrawardy to whom is
due in a large measure the League’s triumph in Bengal jsrémtical purposes a Pakistan prisoner who has to
move under permit and can't open his lips under ordersFitrzul Huqg, that dearly loved grand old man of
Bengal, who was the author of that now famous Lahes®lution, is ploughing his lonely furrow in the
precincts of the Dacca High Court of Judicature, and theadled Islamic planning is as ruthless as it is
complete. About the East Bengal Muslims generally, ¢ése said the better. They were promised at Lahore of
an independent State. They were promised of autonomousoaackign units of the independent State. What
have they got instead? East Bengal has been transfantoea colony of the western belt of Pakistan,calth
it contained a population, which is larger than thatabfthe units of Pakistan put together. It is a pale
ineffective adjunct of Karachi doing the latter’s biddiagd carrying out its orders. East Bengal Muslims in
their enthusiasm wanted bread and they have by thenayst working of the Islamic state and the Shariat got
stone instead from the arid deserts of Sind and theBunja
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My own sad and bitter experience

(36) Leaving aside the overall picture of Pakistan &edchllous and cruel injustice done to others, my
own personal experience is no less sad, bitter anélimyeYou used your position as the Prime Minister and
leader of the Parliamentary Party to ask me to issstatement, which | did on the 8th September last. You
know that | was not wiling to make a statement ceomgi untruths and half-truths, which were worse those
untruths. It was not possible for me to reject your regjge long as | was there working as a Minister with y
and under your leadership. But | can no longer afford toy ¢his load of false pretensions and untruth on my
conscience and | have decided to offer my resignatioyoas Minister, which | am hereby placing in your
hands and which, | hope, you will accept without delayu ¥ce of course at liberty to dispense with that office
or dispose of it in such a manner as may suit adequatelgféectively the objectives of your Islamic Staeh

Oct. 1950
Yours Sincerely,

J. N. Mandal
Write to: mayerdak@yahoo.com
Copyright © 2004, Nikhil Banga Nagarik Sangha

| beg to be farce

You don't understand what this Indo-Us nuclear dealliabout. But you oppose it! | too don't have a cluetvtha

but | support it!
Courtesy: "TOI"
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Diary of Events

August 1 CBI has finally chargesheeted the controversiadfabfi Dera Sacha Sauda, Baba Gurmit Ram Rahim Singhllégedly
raping twosadhvis(women followers) of his Sirsabased religious cult esnspiring for the murder of two persons, including a local
journalist who tried to expose his ‘misdeeds’ through Hislas. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 9.

Budhist spiritual leader the Dalai Lama arrived to ad#ring reception at Leh to begin his 20-day tour to thig hil
region. Budhist dominated region of Jammu and Kashmistmstai Lama every year. The Dalai Lama interaetitd the leaders
of religious, political and social organisations and gorent functionariesThe Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 18.

The United States has asked Pakistan to hand oves fmaist wanted” fugitive and international terroristwaed
Ibrahim for his alleged links to al-Qaeda-related testsrgroups and involvement in the global heroin traflee Indian Express,
New Delhi, p. 17.

Guijarat Governor Nawal Kishore Sharma has returhedGuijarat Freedom of Religion (Amendment) Bill 2006’ ® th
Gujarat Legislative Assembly for reconsideration.mhy be recalled that The Gujarat Freedom of Religion2803 was enacted
with a view to preventing conversion of persons frame oeligion to another by use of force or by alluren@nby any fraudulent
means. Bill seeks to replace definition of ‘convést’a new definition wherein a person renouncing onemémation and adopting
another denomination of the same religion is excluded tiee meaning of ‘convert’. Stipulating that Jains 8uddhists shall be
construed as denominations of Hindu religion, Shia and iSuriviuslim religion and Catholic and Protestant of iShan religion.
The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 8.

August 2 BJP spokesman Ravi Shankar Prasad said every effeltidiemade to file an appeal against the special court jleigem
in the light of Madani’'s acquittal. He said then Hommilter L K Advani escaped only because his flight veds.IThe Pioneer,
New Delhi, p. 1.

A day after Gujarat Governor Nawal Kishore Shartuenesl a Bill to amend the Freedom of Religion Act,Nlagendra
Modi Government has decided to reactivate the dormaticamversion law enacted by the Assembly in 2003. “Mhedi
Government believes that the state has been spdlgifiargeted by some foreign powers for religious cosivers, as they convert the
innocent and the poor using inducements and threats. gStrationalistic political will is needed to counter suohces, but
unfortunately the opposition Congress does not beliepedserving national identityThe Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 3.

Both ruling L.D.F. Marxists and opposition UDF haveedafladani release-after 9 years of imprisonment in Gaiore
Jail as an after math of ‘Bomb attack on a gatherninigetaddressed by home minister L. K. Advani. 37 pergerished. Advani
was saved because his flight was delayBde Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 4.

August 3 Interior Minister Aftab Ahmed Khan Sherpao has iinfed the National Assembly that six illegally constedciosques
had been demolished in the capital during the past thege.yEhe Pioneer, New Delhi.

August 8 The declassified documents from 1948 show that the Bf&@lernment, through out, insisted that since Indighgzosed
the plebiscite, now its legal argument regarding the aimredvy Maharaja of Jammu & Kashmir should not be idemed. The

Pioneer, New Delhi.

August 10 Modernising theamadarsais a contradiction in termsMadarsais essentially a religious seminary and not a scfavol
general education. Muslim rulers dominated the Indianesfmrcenturies in the pre-modern era. Yet, no unityen®rth the name
came into being.The Pioneer, New Delhi.

Controversial Bangladeshi writer Taslima Nasreemougbed up and the organisers of her book release fuvatian
injured when workers of the Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimé¢ktiM), led by three legislators, barged into the HydachBress Club hall
and ransacked itThe Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1.

Section 498A of the IPC which entails punishment oftie years, aims at protecting women against harassme
cruelty at the hands of spouses or their relativeaw s being blatantly abused by unscrupulous elementsrésigent and non-
resident Indian (NRI) husbands are being duped, cheated,iqi@chilharassed and ruthlessly exploited for immigration gespby
the so-called vanishing wives. In many cases, thbemds are blackmailed, subjected to financial extortimhaae even put behind
bars on false chargesThe Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1.
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August 11 After the US Senate, the California State Legiskiso plans to open its session with Hindu prayers wgugt 27,
indicating the growing influence of the Indian-Americamenunity in the political life of the United Statd$ie Indian Express, New
Delhi, p. 10.

August 12 Jammu and Kashmir Police claimed to have achievedjar tm@akthrough by killing Jaish-e-Mohammad’s (JeM) India
operational in-charge, who had masterminded the 2005 attaitltedRam Mandir in Ayodhya, in a gunbattle in the heBdammu
city. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 4.

August 13Nearly 90,000 followers of a hard-line Muslim group packethdism in the Indonesian capital, calling for the ciratf
an Islamic state and thunderously chanting “Allah istijte&he Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 26.

Guru Nanak Dev idols with Chinese characteristicsflomded the shops across Punjab’s markets. The Sikiydiers
issued directions not to buy there idols and those wiie baught them should respectfully universe in the waitke Times of India,
New Delhi, p. 15

Various organisations of Hindus here today united undeairther of the Rameswar@hreeramsetu Raksha Marexd
held adharnaat Hall Gate to protest against the proposed demolifictam Sethu by the central government at Rameswald®.
Tribune, New Delhi, p. 13.

August 14 A little-known school of scholars in south India digeed one of the founding principles of modern mathematics
hundreds of years before Sir Isaac Newton, to whonfititéng is currently attributed, according to a new agsk. Dr. George
Gheverghese Joseph from The University of Manchestgs the ‘Kerala School’ identified the ‘infinite Eer'-one of the basic
components of calculus-in about 135he Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 10.

August 21 In a clear rebuff to Left parties’ claims of safeguagdithe national interest, strategic analysts and digkseay that
delaying the implementation of the 123 Agreement will drdgefit China and PakistaThe Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 1.

August 22 Taking advantage of the ceasefire, Pakistan has cotestriz8 bunkers along the border with India, 95 of them in the
Jammu sector alone. Said Minister of state for hgnRadhika Selvi, written reply in Lok Sabh&@he Times of India, New Delhi, p.
19.

An 18th century Sikh shrine in Naolakha Bazaar (Lalha®)oeen “taken over by a group of hooligans” and the
government is “hesitating to take action” against tivdse have locked the Sikhs out, Daily Times reporiéek Times of India, New
Delhi, p. 21.

August 26 Few people, for instance, know that the high streetrém®ector 17 piazza was a burial ground during Harappan times.
This accidental find almost 40 years ago of a Harappaitatiah and cemetery led to a smallscale excavatiortlyocarried out by

the PU, Archaeological Survey of India and departmeardfaeology Punjab. “This was the first time thatditypwas linked with

the Harappan age. The skeletons discovered then areveresethe UT’'s museum.The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 20.

August 27 In a recent development, geologists working on the ON@®@sored ‘River Saraswati project’ have noticed fresh
evidence of sweet water oozing out from aquifers nearatitient temples near Kalayat in Kaithal distribr.. A. R. Chaudhari,
Reader in the Geology Department, Kurukshetra Universityfirmed that the interesting phenomenon had a Hegsionnection
with Saraswati river paleo chann@he Tribune, New Delhi, p. 7.

Scientists have found uranium in “exceptionally highecdration” in Ladakh. Samples of rocks collected reackal
uranium content to be as high as 5.36 per cent compareduads0.1 per cent or less in ores present elsewhehne icountry. The
uranium-bearing magmatic rocks are said to be very youtvgebr 100 million and 25 million years old. However, usamioccurs
naturally in low concentration in soil, rock and waflne Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 18.

Geert Wilders, Leader of the party for freedom ineadetids with nine seats in the parliament has mad®iaus
suggestion thakKoran should be banned for the holi text had passages preacioiegoe which had an adverse effect on the
community. He wants it bannished from bookshops, hamneseven mosques. This has outraged the sentiment® ahitlion
Dutch Muslims. The government had to move in quickly ademage control modelhe Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 28.
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August 28 Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi announced a RaBsralhan eve gift for the girl students by providing fre@et
in State transport buses for the purpose of studies fepte@ber 1.The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 8.

August 29 Leader of the Opposition L K Advani’s efforts to amerid party’'s strident posturing on the Indo-US nuclear Heal
found support in the RSS. RSS “appreciated the stand tgk@mb over the nuclear deallhe Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 4.

September 1Former Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) chairman Bréhgar said that the Hyde Act was even more sevarettie
NPT. “We should not be pariahs. The deal should be dedussParliament. In European nations, there would heen a
referendum on such an important issue. For two yeafsawe been negotiating the deal which has been a cemydste of time,”
he saidThe Times of India, New Delhi, p. 9.

SC tells govt: Don’t damage Ram Sethu-The UPA govetsmpeestigious Rs 2,500-crore Sethusamudram project to
dredge a shipping channel between India and Sri Lanka edcaigetback with the SC asking the project managets wlaimage
Adam’s Bridge or Ram Sethu in any manner though theyabeglyl continue with dredgingThe Times of India, New Delhi, p. 13.

Two local churches in London have banned a group frafnang yoga classes because the ancient practicegealy
“un-Christian”. The church ministers branded yoga ashafh” and “un-Christian'The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 23.

September 5The RSS has warned that the India-US nuke deal will teaAmerican supremacy over the country’s strategic
programme and said the country should not open any nualghtids for IAEA inspections.The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 5.

September 7The Bharatiya Janata Party expressed concern oveepbeed directive of the Government on the postinguslim
police personnel in the Muslim-dominated areas of thatry. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 5.

Many residents of DLF are aggravated with HaryanahUbeelopment Authority (HUDA) for not allocating lanal
construct a temple in DLF area for various religious gatiy. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 2.

September 9After many months of dithering, China has finallyegg to meet Indian officials on the issue of transiorivers.
The Tibetan plateau is the principal watershed in Asih the source of 10 major rivers, including the Brahmap(air&/arlung
Tsangpo in Tibet), the Sutlej and the Indus. About 90 #heofivers flow into the lower riparian states oflim Bangladesh, Nepal,
Pakistan, Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia and VietnBinere were reports that Brahmaputra waters maweeted to feed its
arid north. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 13.

September 11Justice S N Srivastava of Allahabad High Court, whibstared a hornet’s nest earlier by ruling that Muslarsnot a
minority in the state, has now come out with the prithat “it is the duty of every citizen of India undertigle 51-A of the
Constitution, irrespective of caste, creed or religtorfpllow the dharma propounded by the Bhagvad Gifdné Times of India, New
Delhi, p. 9.

Months after finishing his term in office, formegsRlent APJ Abdul Kalam is has agreed to teach at tinetsity of
Delhi’s Faculty of Management Studies (FM3)e Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 3.

In an affidavit the Centre has told the court tliesR&#m Setu, commonly termed Adam’s Bridge is a natunalgfton of
sand over the years and there is no archaeologichlstorical evidence to suggest it is the mythical Reastu Delieved to be
constructed by Lord Ram to enable his army to cross tmvLanka, believed to be the empire of King Ravantié epic Ramayana.
The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 5.

September 12t is the duty of every citizen of India under Arti&&-A of the Constitution-irrespective of caste, creetktigion-to
follow the dharma propounded by tBhagvad Gitaobserved a high court judge. Reacting sharply to suciden, c.aw Minister H
R Bhardwaj said that it (judgement) should be ignored agtgies of all religions should be respected by all. ¥weligion has its
own dharma shastraso how can we say it (Gita) is for the entirdorat The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1.

September 13Al Qaida chief Osama bin Laden is more popular in Pakigtan president Pervez Musharraf, according to a poll.
Nearly three-quarters of Pakistanis also oppose unilai& anilitary action against Islamic Insurgents in Réda’s tribal areas, said
the poll for Terror Free Tomorrow, a US-base orgaitea The Times of India, New Delhi.
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The Kerala High Court stopped the state governmentdrderring the prestigious Raja Ravi Varma award on palvit
F Husain after PIL said that it might disturb communakcpedhe Times of India, New Delhi, p. 11.

VHP protested against the Sethusamudram project throaifitgout of gear at as many as 18 busy crossings inithe
Police detained around 2,000 VHP activists from the wdfsttad areas like Akshardham crossing, Nizamuddin briddasvarg,
ITO, Ring Road, Aurobindo Marg, Liberty Cinema, NH-2,ddtt Nagar, Nangloi and Mangolpuri. The jams started aroamad &d
lasted over two hours. The ripple effect was felt uirgaon and Ghaziabad. Train services were alsdlhét.Times of India, New
Delhi, p. 1.

A 22-year-old Dutch-Iranian will launch a campaign folimMago have the right to renounce their faith and Sapport
from peers, a view which has made him the victimhoé¢ physical attacks. “We have an enormous problémagiostasy in Islam.
We see a lot of problems where people want to ledaenlbut they can’t.” His ‘Committee for Ex-Muslimsiantsimamsand
Muslims to recognise fellow Muslims’ right to leave ithiaith, and to respect freedom of religidrhe Times of India, New Delhi, p.
18.

September 15Within an hour of Opposition leader L K Advani raisirtge tASI’'s affidavit on the&Sethusamudrarproject with the
UPA government, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh inseddtaw Minister H R Bharadwaj to take “immediate measute
withdraw the objectionable paragraph in the document gtdmirdefore Supreme Court. PM expressed his anguish to Fidials
citing the fact that Ram finds mention in the Sikhyhmbok Guru Granth Sahib. He even singled out the netexecerpt from the
Holy Book, referring to Page 1390 where it's mentioned ithahe Treta Yuga, the power was Ram who was fronRégghuvansh
dynasty. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 1 & 2.

September 18BJP spokesperson Ravi Shankar Prasad criticised the @8k for being dismissive of Ram’s existence and ef th
likelihood of “Ram Setubeing man-made. “l would like to ask him if he can makemilar statement about any other faith,” Prasad
said. The flare-up has led BJP to mobilise opinion@ltmHindutva plank and hark back to its argument that rgnedémvn majority
sensitivities was integral to “secular” politic¥he Times of India, New Delhi, p. 13.

The controversial reference in the affidavit govematter said, “The Valmiki Ramayana, the Ramchaitas by
Tulsidas and other mythological texts, which admittediynf@n ancient part of Indian literature, can not bd & be historical
records. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 13.

September 22A new Homeland Security Department policy, which cante force in August, made it mandatory for Sikhs to
remove their turbans at US airports for security chethe Sikh/Hindu community is upset on new regulatidhe Times of Indian,
New Delhi, p. 16.

Toronto: A series of sculptures depicting Lord Ganesha imude will finally be removed from display at then@dian
city of Edmonton after strong protests by the localddi communityThe Times of India, New Delhi, p. 16.

September 24A temple probably part of pre-Ahom civilisation in Assg5th and 13th century) was discovered while some
residential quarters in the hospital complex cover beingplished. A half buried stone pillar reminded the denooliman Imitiazul

Ali of dream that he was surrounded by serpents and aysdike figure asked him not to demolish the stone. On wiggtie DC to
receiver the site for further executions around theestba remains of the temple structure came to light svgeven snake motif. A
letter has been written the te@he Hindustan Times, New Delhi.

September 29New Delhi: A city court sentenced a woman to fivarge imprisonment for acting as a conduit for terrorist
organisations. The woman, identified as Anjum Zamaroades arrested by the Delhi police from outside the Jeaiki high
commission here on February 6, 200he Times of India, New Delhi, p. 6.

September 30The trade union of the CPM, third largest trade unioth@country in 1989, CITU has now slipped to fifth place,
according to the findings of a verification exercise utalen by the Central Labour Commissionire Indian Express, New Delhi,

p. 1.
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Select Articles

Selective insomnia : Anuradha Dutt, The Pioneer, New &hi, August 3, 2007, p. 7.

Manmohan Singh has nightmares when a Muslim is @desbroad, but loses no sleep when Hindu ethos is under
attack in the West.

UPA Minister learns from BJP-ruled state : Ravish Tiwai, The Indian Express, New Delhi, August 4, 2007, p.
2.

For the rural road works, the Rajasthan Governnmendduced a system of inviting public representativeaglvith
Government officials for joint inspection of PMGSYosks. Under this model, while the superintendenineay of the
concerned zone goes for a joint inspection withldcal MP every six months, the executive engineer division goes
for joint inspection with the local MLA or chairpersof intermediate panchayat every three months.

Uruguay backs J & K separatists : Sandhya Jain, New DeihThe Pioneer, New Delhi, August 7, 2007, p. 6.

Probably Uruguay and its American mentor want a Pakistalkover in Jammu & Kashmir to placate Muslim rage
over what is happening to the community in the Gulf tredcompensation for the creation of Israel, justsesel was
compensation to the Jews for European racism andteidpigotry. We are waling the same terrain again.

123 rolls back N-arms programme : Satish Chandra, The Piaer, New Delhi, August 8, 2007, p. 7.

If and when operationalised, the India-US civil nacleooperation agreement will emasculate our nucleapoves
programme. Our weapons programme will face 30 per cenGanger cent reduction in annual accretion of weapons
grade fissile materials and tritium respectivelyusPbur weapons programme will come under American sgruti

The writer is former Deputy National Security Adviser.

‘N-deal will hit our strategic programme’ : Brajesh Mishra, The Pioneer, New Delhi, August 9, 2007, p. 7.

It's not a question of agreeing or disagreeing whid 123 Agreement, says former National Security Adsajesh
Mishra in a candid interview to Karan Thapar, théidAUS civil nuclear cooperation deal is iaitio faulty. Any future
nuclear test, forced by security concerns, will conid & hefty price tag, he warns, unless India camyctire NSG
countries with it.

Pokhran 1l, 1998: India has proven its nuclear abilityut Bny future test will be far more expensive and the
Government of the day will face a dilemma-to testot to test.

“India retains the Sovereign right to test. But domditions imposed through the 123 Agreement or Ameriaevs
(make it clear) the US will continue to have thdtigf return.

Rigveda belongs to world, not just India : Ranjit Kumar Dash, The Indian Express, New Delhi, August 10, 2007,
p. 10.

Not many know that the Rigveda is what can be catlad’s first footprint on logos. It records the figimmers of
man’s cognitive engagement, as it were, with thddua the making.

No one knows for sure how the Vedas came into existerThe dates assigned to them vary greatly, beté@80
and 1250 BCE. Tradition has it that the Vedas are-existent (itya) and of impersonal origirapaurusheyg which is
to be understood as composition by seers, of anonynmbQsligy, in a state of inspiration.

The Rigveda contains the seeds of the sciencesfarghadows later schools of philosophy, social glesid
economic concepts.

Nothing to do with literacy : Balbir K Punj, The Pioneer, New Delhi, August 10, 2007, p. 6.

It isn’t surprising that the moment there is somegiatliverdict slammingihadi terror, psuedo-secularists and Muslim
communalist get into an overdrive, erecting a watliis to make it appear as if one whole communitigasg targeted
and that the community in question has enough reasdms angry. Therefore, when some leaders and fiieiwers in
the community resort to terrorism, such ‘retaliati@njustified.

The latest alibi is that Muslims are being discrimiaiat
Madarsas can’t be secular : Prafull Goradia, The Pioaer, New Delhi, August 10, 2007, p. 7.

Madarsais essentially a religious seminary and not a dcfawogeneral educationMadarsais a theological college.
If such a college were ideal, it would not only tedloh Holy Quran, the Hadith but al@h, as interpreted by the four
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different schools of Sunni Islam namely, Hanifi, MalShafii and Hanbali, to be located in four diffiereorners of the
same building.

To fund the modernisation of the system would be aenaisthe tax payers’ money. For such religious senesdo
offer any education which could lead to the questmointhe tenets of Islam would not be possible.

As recorded byishkt book II, chapter I, Arabic edition, the Prophet siglilm or knowledge is of three kinds-the
verses of the Quran, the Hadith and the lawful inetgtion of both these. Any knowledge beyond theseetis
unnecessary.

Syed Shahabuddin wrote, in a letterTioe Pioneerthat if there was a conflict between identity aegeopment, the
Muslims would choose the former, Earlier, Maulana Abuwladfh Azad held similar views. Consistent with this
indifference towards development, there was litdedfor modern education.

The secular silence : Barkha Dutt, The Hindustan Tnes, New Delhi, August 11, 2007, p. 6.

Three legislators and a sundry assortment of pdliticakers from a right wing Muslim party force theiay inside
the Press Club of Hyderabad, assault Bangladeshi atiéfstima Nasreen, vandalise the venue, and themtgfi@fuse
to apologise, because after all they were God's owmiavg, or so they claim. And yet, apart from thedm’s cliched
fallback on interviews with the usual array of “modetavuslims, there’s no real evidence or anger sguaist.

Where are the placard waving protestors this timeRat\Mappened to the street marches, the irate edbt@nd then
lament for creative freedom? Does our outrage cheidss this selectively?
Dilemma of an Indian Muslim : Vir Sanghvi, The Hindustan Times, New Delhi, August 12, 2007, p. 12.

The cynical exploitation of the Muslim community by fisliticians surpasses anything the BJP has ever agdmt
reaffirms the stereotype of Muslims as bloodthirstigimus fanatics who care only about beating up Tasliragréen
and not paying maintenance to their wives. Andeds Hindu disdain.

Ulfa kills 14 Hindi-speaking migrants : Prabin Kalita, The Times of India, New Delhi, August 12, 2007, p. 7.

January 5, 2007: Ulfa kills 45 Hindi-speaking labourers akldilos in Tinsukia and Dibrugarh districts. January 7,
2007: The outfit kills 117 more Hindi-speaking people in Sibsand Dibrugarh districts. August 8, 2007: Ulfa and
Karbi Longri National Liberation Front kill eight Hilu-speaking people at Aampahar village in Karbi Anglasgidt.

25% teachers don't teach : Chetan Chauhan, The Hinduah Times, New Delhi, August 13, 2007, p. 1.

According to a Damning UNESCO report, which state# the Indian education system is mired in corrupéod
teaches are the biggest players in it, has left fR® khinistry with a red face. In India, the rateteficher absenteeism
has reached 25 per cent, the global average being 20nper ce

The above results in the wastage of 22.5 per cent afutiey for education. Test papers can be leaked by gpayin
anything between Rs 3,000 and Rs 8 lakh.

But the attack was Islamic! : Prafull Goradia, The Roneer, New Delhi, August 17, 2007, p. 7.

Plenty of heat has been generated over the attaGlaslime Nasreen in Hyderabad on August 9. Ther#lesd¢hance
of avoiding a recurrence of such incidents. Most ip@ihs are so obsessed with appeasing Islamistsithagaétion is
difficult to expect instead of putting the guilty men¢liding the MLAs, behind bars, Hyderabad Police sergréém
away from the city post haste as one of the threeAk declared we are Muslims first and every theise latter.

Deafening silence : Anuradha Dutt, The Pioneer, Newéhi, August 17, 2007, p. 7.

Why ‘secularists’ are indifferent towards Islamigtlence. Activist Teesta Setalvad, vociferous abeutamtipathy to
communalism has not thought it fit to lend Nasreansipport. In the forefront of the campaign to nadl prerpetrators
of the post-Godhra violence in Gujarat, this displayMuslim fundamentalism seems not to have pained hder
anguish clearly is reserved for victims of Hindu#\ host of intellectuals, artists, writers and astisj who have publicly
showed solidarity with M F Husain, notorious for bantroversial portrayals of Hindu deities, have ganderground.

What BJP Rule Meant : Christophe Jaffrelot, The Times ofindia, New Delhi, August 21, 2007, p. 20.
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For the first time in post-independence India, Hindtiamalists were in a position to rule the country leetw1998
and 2004. The impact of this unQue phase has not beesaasges The BJP had been voted to power to makarge
after decades of Congress rule and two years oftiivd Front. Government did make a change a feekwafter taking
over by deciding on nuclear tests. Previous Congressrigments had contemplated this move, but no primestern
after Indira Gandhi had gone ahead with it. Thisitegic shift may remain the only irreversible matoon of the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA). Certainly theajpayee government introduced new measures but mosemf t
have been undone by the UPA.

Each time Hindu nationalist leaders have been irceféit the Centre, the sangh parivar has, howeven, lnsger
strain. In 1977-79, ‘dual membership’ had been a key reasdhd abortion of the Janata experiment. During 1999-2004,
similar issues resurfaced. On one hand, the BJPmaae ofswayamsevak&ho were supposed to pay allegiance to the
RSS and its agenda; on the other, they were parindtee NDA framework who did not share their Hindubased
ideology. The RSS acknowledged what came to be krasmme compulsions of coalition politics. Thingsraed when
some of the reforms contradicted the programme & B&d of some of its other offshoots. Economiaditigation, for
instance, was harshly criticised by staunch advoaaitesvadeshi. Such tensions need not be overempthéabisegh.
The sangh parivar survived similar drama in the 18@0s-early 1980s. It proved then that it was truly resiaed it is
showing the same kind of quality today. However tenure of the Vajpayee government reconfirmed teply
ambivalent nature of this movement: it cannot win poavene, but it refuse to share power either.

Don't Get Fooled By China, Nuclear deal is the only way tocounter Beijing-Islamabad axis : K
Subrahmanyam, The Times of India, New Delhi, August 28007, p. 16.

The nuclear agreement could lead to the waiver ofythéelines of the 45-member Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG)
and thereby liberate India from the technology apatttee which it has been subjected to for over thremades. China
was keen on imposing the Comprehensive Test Banyl@atindia. In a breach of the Vienna Conventiohjn@
insisted that India should be included in the lisstaites that should sign the treaty to bring it ici@é when New Delhi
had already refused to accede to the treaty. It cleey the China wanted to prevent India from beconainguclear
weapons power. Understandably Chinese reaction tintlien nuclear test in 1998 was hostile. There arertseploat
Chinese personnel helped Pakistan to conduct its estrahd were present at the Chagai test site. IWdith accept this
opportunity and help the world to balance China-a neighposing a surrogate nuclear threat to this countgentinue
to talk only of US imperialism? India can stand upJ® dominance, but it cannot wish away the India §ipeuuclear
threat emanating from a Chinese armed Pakistan.

Mr Advani's next move : Ashok Malik, The Pioneer, New Déi, August 28, 2007, p. 7.

The BJP’s new target must be the Left. It needsotsdidate State allies on the platform of anti-Camism. It
needs to point out that the Left is hypocritical, mgl to implement reforms in its own States but unvgllito let
Governments of other parties-whether in Orissa, vegidara or Andhra Pradesh-do so. Mr Advani needslt current
and prospective allies that the Left is running couttethe country’s mood. He also needs to stressta for the
Congress may just end up being a vote for the Left bec@&usspective of the current turbulence, the two caeltiteam
up after an election. The future of the BJP, then, rdpaot just on how trenchantly it attacks the UR#v&nment, but
how quickly it can isolate the Left.

Raj redeemed India : Prafull Goradia, The Pioneer, Ne Delhi, August 28, 2007, p. 7.
British rule, despite its shortcomings, had its belem@spects, says Prafull Goradia.

A great deal of our ancient literature had been loshisplaced during the medieval period. The Britistpéd us to
know more of our history than we knew. For centuHeslus, across large tracts of the country, were supgtesubjects
of Muslim despotism. With the advent of the Britishe Muslims also became subjects and the Hindus caewdp a
level playing field. One result was the Renaissance.

The ‘M’ in CPI(M) is for Machiavelli : Rakesh Sinha, The Pioneer, New Delhi, September 1, 2007, p. 7.

The two tendencies that made the CPI(M) in itsiestriears still dominate the party’s outreach. Titst is a sublime
loyalty to China’s interests above that of IndiaheTsecond is the party’s ability to twist and turnrgvele and ethic to
subjugate a coalition Government backed by itself. Nbe/time has come for a denouement.
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Don't hate Bush, he’s India’'s best friend : Swamindtan S Anklesaria Aiyar, The Times of India, New Delhi
September 2, 2007, p. 24.

Much as we may disapprove of Bush’s muscularity, therdeslhows that no other US president has ever be&ngwil
to ride roughshod over the anti-proliferation lobby pno-Pakistan lobby and the pro-China lobby.

Ladakh heritage figures nowhere on Jammu-Kashmir map : Meraj Santoshi, The Indian Express, New Delhi,
September 4, 2007, p. 6.

While Ladakh has some of the world’s richest hggtaites, attracting tourists from across the watldigures
nowhere on the radar of the J&K Government’'s owre@orate of Archives, Archaeology and Museums. is‘istrange
that despite Ladakh having such a rich heritage igtimonasteries, sculptures, thangkas, wall paintingsnaani walls,
the state government has never bothered to includsi@nin Ladakh in its list of protected structures.

Ram Setu-BJP accuses govt of blasphemy, ‘Cong playing politio§ Appeasement’ : Times News Network, The
Times of India, New Delhi, September 13, 2007, p. 15.

Opposition BJP blasted the Congress-led UPA governa@ausing it of “blasphemy” for telling the Supreme Court
that there was no historical evidence to estabhgheiistence of Lord Rama or the other characteRamayana. BJP
spokesperson Ravishankar Prasad attacked the goweisiseance, calling it a classic example of the joslitof
appeasement. “If is an insult to our cultural heritage dindu sentiments”.Doubts were being expressed on whether
the contents of the affidavit had been politicallte®. The government, which wants to demolish & piathe purported
Ram Setu to dredge an 83-km-long canal linking Pal @@ Gulf of Mannar, argues that the bridge is notamamade
structure, but a natural formation.

There was no Ram, no Ramayana : Govt, Metronow, New Dellfseptember 13, 2007, p. 14.

In its desperate bid to push tBethusamudrarproject off the TN coast, the UPA maybe just comnuatta historical
blunder by reviving the Ram agenda for BJP.

What the Centre did was tell the Supreme Court ther® mo historical evidence to establish the existefdeord
Ram or the other characters in Ramayana. In adaafti filed before the Supreme Court, the Archaeolddizavey of
India (ASI) rejected the claim of the existence loé t‘Ram Setu bridge” in the area where the project wader
construction. It is asked is the statement sciertti€ith or political gimmick?

150-year dream for 150-year old ships : Swaminathan S Anklesa Aiyar, The Times of India, New Delhi,
September 23, 2007.

The Suez and Panama Canals save ships thousandesfmaking them profitable Sethusamundaram is not egmot
comparable. It's designed for small ships. The SudzRanama were dug through land corridors that didace sand
inundation from the sea. But Sethusamundaram will beviuin the sea-bed, at the constant mercy of curteedsing
sand.

Tibetans fear further marginalisation : Anita Katyal, The Tribune, New Delhi, September 25, 2007.

Ask any Tibetan about how the new train will changarthives and the spontaneous response is: “More €éiine
Tibetans are worried the train will only facilitattee movement of more outsiders (read Chinese) iiiet Tvho are better
educated and will, therefore, end up grabbing the byjtixosf

Book Reviews

Amit Barua : Dateline Islamabad, Penguin, Rs. 295/-

Amit Barua of The Hinduwas one of the two Indian correspondents who waw/@d to report from Pakistan towards
the end of the 20th centuryateline Islamabads his account of those tumultuous years-between 1997 and 2000.

An assignment in Pakistan for an Indian newspersmnriever been a bed of roses. Barua was looked uplon wit
suspicion by his Pakistani counterparts and faced opstiithadfrom the Government. His socialising waestricted to
the Indian coterie and his visits outside Islamaba&dewconfined to Lahore and Karachi. Worse, he watkenuiSl’'s
constant surveillance: even when he went joggingnetheless, as Barua reported with appreciable finesse.

Pakistan was conceived in hate and fear-hate fodudi and fear of being overpowered by them-and these tw
elements have continued to influence its behaviourszdinen. It has developed an obsession for, Jammuaghriir,
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which had neither figured in the country’s partitioamphor was committed to Pakistan in any mannet, ityleas fought
four wars on the issue, losing every time and itsifr policy remaining largely Kashmir-centric.
Barua’s narration of Pakistan’'s internal situatiorsigerb, as has been his account of the climactic thesleen

Nawaz Sharif and Gen Musharraf.
-Sanjoy Bagchi Courtesy-The Pioneer, New Delhi

Julian Crandall-Hollick : Ganga, Random House, Rs 450/

Ganga is dying. The river which has provided ‘stdwa to millions of believers is left choking due bmman as well
as industrial pollutants. Even the World Wide FundNature reached the same dreary conclusion whencégk&anga
in the list of ‘World's Top 10 River at Risk’ of drygnup. Yet, no alarm rang in the country-symptomatievioht Arab
traveller Alberuni once termed “fatalistic resignaticof Hindus, for whom the river is a living embodimeof both
mother and goddess. Julian Grandall Holliockangadeals precisely with this paradox: How can IndiansufiGanga
yet worship it as a goddess? But the paradox of Hindifference toward Ganga still remains unanswerddis this
fatalistic religiosity which makes ups so indifferéatvards the fate of Ganga. Hollick puts up a big questi@anga is
in danger of dying-if the river dies, will the gaid die too?” Only the time will give the answ@&ut if we continue to
remain indifferent to the disaster, we might endaging both the river and the goddess.

-Utpal Kuma Courtesy-The Pioneer, New Delhi

Krishnan Ramaswamy, Antonio de Nicolas & Aditi Banerji (Edted) : Invading the Sacred: An analysis of Hinduism
studies in America, Rupa, Rs. 595/-

Indology remains rooted in its colonial past. Duritggbrief existence, Indology has rested on two 1gilthe Aryan
invasion/migration myth and the Hindu religion. $iecades after the collapse of Nazi Germany, the mytlow in its
last gasp, despite a last ditch effort by a few friggeups to keep it alive in the guise of Indo-Europeaniss and
philology.

One of the contributors (Balagangadnar) makes thespive observation that the social sciences and uhenhities
in the West are rooted in Christian theology. Aad this reason, in rhetoric and conclusions, thed®lars are often
indistinguishable from Christian missionaries of adred years ago.

The book seeks to analyse the causes and effeata@éraicdinduphobia in the US.
-N.S. Rajaram  Courtesy-The Pioneer, New Delhi

Rachel Dwyer : Filming the Gods, Routledge, Rs. 350/-

Indian cinema is probably the most analysed, dissemteddiagonised aspect of the country’s values andreult
Rachel Dwyer, the author of this excellent work, reft® some three hundred odd books and articleseosuthject which
shows the great interest evinced by scholars iraindinema as a means of communication, cutting acesggon,
language and other forms of societal identification.

More than the media, cinema has had an outreachddiess imagination. Whether it is Raj Kapoor or itainh
Bachchan, Lata Mangeshkar or Mukesh, they have edaelery corner of India by their acting and singamgl are
known and admired names. And may it be remembesrd, defore even the print media came into existenasjcnand
dance were the hallmark of Indian culture, thougtr theireach was limited and largely confined to aliteliences, like a
Maharaja’sdarbar.

Indian cinema showcased the country’s composite elddra recognised culture, writes M V Kamath.

-M V Kamath Courtesy-The Pioneer, New Delhi

46
PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



HI¥pias MG RIF & YHIeHE

WEH H1 AH LG

1. foygsardt @dta g 95.007@% : 57 v57<7 7915 AT

2 wfaat” v° wwdts st97 u)fa 90.007@® : g7 v57=7 a7 9147

3 ITATH & QfT® ses : 97 wwiag 20.00

4 A f¥aq afifaes faaa i srareny 20.007@% : g7 semiaq

5. ¥wRa A4 Afraq a9 &1 favwic 15.007@% &7 aewia 77

6. arfasrd swamg six Imfsa 20.00

7. qRd # 9T &1 3ATs. V.31, 15.00

31 wrae wfafalRar dee - a7a g9 garw

8. Jatedr faarg &1 8« 20.00 @@r# : . gi=

9. gum s +fa w= wifvg | 140.00

10. ®9R H@ ®dsd 80.00 &wa : . fawy Frerger 7o [Fyrd)

11. «wEta Stad 4 200.007er®7 : ef. #ifqai &raifaa;

12. o119 s&@9 % "EA 65.00 &fersr . g9t genis qrat (F718T)
GISTRER ¢ 7.9, (F.17. )7 177 %7

13. «#m R d¥gan usHita 55.00

14. The Nefarious Activities of Pak's I.S.I. 15.00

TEIF : FAT TITH FHR
15. The Challenge of Truth -

Through answers to some F.A.Q. 120.00

16. FACT - Focussed Awareness &

Complete Truth a1 st (wfas) 500.00

17. The Ayodhya Controversy 20.00 &@r® : 7 giw

18. Minorities and Social Justice:

Problems&Policy Options 20.00

Sh. B.P.Singhal

19. The Glory that is Hindutva 10.00 Sh. B.P.Singhal
47

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



