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Bowled over by Jamaat

-Nadeem F. Paracha

Pakistani cricketersare moreinto preaching than playing

Much has been lamented about the Pakistan cricket team’s
pathetic surrender against Australia in the second Test at
Sydney. Much more will be said about the lack of experience,
talent and a prominent backbone in the Pakistan team. Very
little however is being said about the psychology that triggers
long periods of haplessness and sheer lethargy in a team
culture such as Pakistan's. Gone are the days of flowing
flamboyance the Pakistan cricket team became famous for,
and the somewhat audacious displays of snatching victory
from the figurative jaws of defeat cultivated by captains such
as Mushtag Muhammad, Javed Miandad, Wasim Akram and
especially, Imran Khan.

So how did the unpredictability tag that the Pakistani cricket
team holds mutate from being something exciting and
gregarious into exhibitions of pitiable surrenders and sudden,
disastrousfallsinto the pits of mediocrity? Teamsunder Imran,
Miandad and Akram were eccentric and flamboyant; and the
reason why these teams were different than what we've had
inthelast ten yearsor sowastheir (albeit erratic but el ectrifying)
mindset.

At least one of the things that also helped these captains
cultivate a more dynamic demeanour was a positive
unfamiliarity with the concept of enforced religiosity, the sort
that started to trickle into the psyche of the team at the start of
the new millennium. The ethos and culture of the team that
developed from this psyche has often been criticised by
various ex-cricketers and team managements for neutralising
the team’s fighting instincts.

The fallout of this culminated in the team’s disastrous
show at the 2007 World Cup, when the team’s media manager,
PJ Mir, accused the team’s captain Inzimamul Hag of being
more interested in preaching than in playing cricket. So when
did the Pakistan cricket team become a propaganda and
preaching platform for the Tableeghi Jamaat? Writers like the
late Khalid Hassan and Amir Mir point to the year 1999, when
Wasim Akram quit as captain and was replaced by Wagar
Yunus.

They lay the onus on Pakistan batsman Saeed Ahmed and
stylish opener, Saeed Anwar, both of whom had become
leading recruiters for the Tableeghi Jamaat. Ahmed had been,
like most Pakistani cricketers, volatile and aggressive on the
field and equally colourful off it. It won't be farfetched to
suggest that captains like Imran, Mushtag, Miandad and
Akram wilfully kept the notions of morality and the social
state of the team separated. They weren’t bothered by who
was drinking or who was frequenting nightclubs and bars, as
long as the players were performing to their potential on the
field.

However, according to aformer Pakistani player, it was
Saeed Anwar who convinced Wagar that the team would

remain volatileunlessteam member sbhecame*good Mudims
and ‘started offering prayers.” Wagar saw this as an
opportunity to rein in the notorious volatility of the team and
both Saeed Ahmed and Anwar were allowed access to the
dressing-room to preach the Tableeghi Jamaat’s highly
ritualistic and exhibitionistic strain of faith. Mushtag Ahmed
and Saglain Mushtag were two early recruits of the Jamaat,
but ironically, both, along with Saeed Anwar himself, suddenly
lost their form and exited from the team. However, even though
the team’s 2002 World Cup jamboree in South Africa was a
disaster, Mushtag and Anwar hung around as preachers and
were successful in bagging flamboyant batsman, Inzimamul
Hag.

It was Hag's instatement as the new captain in 2003 that
opened the floodgates for the Jamaat. One could now seethe
team being given regular lectures by leading Jamaat
members, including Junaid Jamshed who is on record as
claiming that he also wanted to convert the coach, the late
Bob Woolmer. Players like Shoaib Akhtar accused
Inzimamul Haq for sdingwith thoseplayer swho sympathised
with the Jamaat and took part in the collective religious
ritualsenforced by the captain.

These players included Shoaib Malik, Salman Buitt,
Kamran Akmal, Yasser Hamid, Rana Naveedul Hassan (who
at one point is said to have grown a beard to ‘impress’
Inzimam), and most of all, Yousuf Yohanna, who converted to
Idam and became M uhammad Yousuf. Today heisoneof the
leading member sof the Jamaat and wasr ecently reported to
haveeventried toconvert New Zealand cricket captain Danial
Vetori. Though the bulk of the team joined the Jamaat, thus
transforming the team culture from extrovert and flamboyant
to fatalistic and (subsequently) somewhat uncompetitive, a
divide soon developed when a handful of playersrefused to
follow Inzimam’sRaiwind regime. Thesewer e Shoaib Akhtar,
Muhammad Asif, Abdul Razzag and YunusK han.

Also included in this group was Shahid Afridi, but he too
fell to the dictates of the Jamaat in 2005. Today, along with
Yousuf, Afridi is now aleading Jamaat enthusiast. In a 2007
interview he proudly claimed that ‘the Pakistan team has
changed and no player (apart from a few), visits nightclubs
and bars' . However, soon after the interview, Pakistan lost to
alowly Irish team at the 2007 World Cup!

Inzimam'’s exit and the delayed actions taken by the board
to root out the Jamaat’s weight from the team did clear the air
a hit, but as is apparent, the culture of fatalistic unfolding in
times of non-religious on-field pressures that the Jamaat’s
influence seems to have injected, remains.

Courtesy: The Pioneer, New Delhi

(Thewriter isone of the most popular Pakistani columnists.
Courtesy: Dawn.)
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Building Pakistan

- Nadeem F. Paracha

When will minoritiesfeel at homein the country?

Somedaysago, whilewaitinginmy car for atraffic signal toturn
green, ayoung kid nonchaantly stuck aflyer under oneof thecar’s
wipers. Usually | throw away such pieces of paper, but thistimel
decided totakealook at it. It was aflyer advertising a M ontessori
school called ‘Model |dlamic Montessori.’

Oncehome, | decided to call the school and asked to be connected
totheprincipal.

“Hello, Asalamwualaikum,” | said.

“Walaikumasslam,” came the reply. It was a lady.
“Isthisthe principal of Model Islamic Montessori?’ | asked.

“Yes, how can| helpyou?’

“1 have athree-year-old son whom | wanted admitted in your
school,” | said.

“Okay, he’s most welcome,”
“But | have some questions,” | said.

“Sure, you can ask us anything,” she offered.
“How is your school different from the non-Islamic Montessori
schools?’ | asked.

“What do you mean?’ Sheresponded.

“Yours is an Islamic Montessori, right?”
“Well, yes...” shehesitated abit.

“So how isan Idlamic Montessori different fromanon-1slamic
Montessori?’ | asked again.

“Well ... weteach children about their Islamic heritage and the
basicprinciplesof Isam, likeroza (fasting), salat ...”

“Youmean namaaz?’ | interrupted.

“Yes, namaaz, it's the same thing” she explained.
“Fair enough,” | said. “What elsedo you guysteach the

children?’ | asked.

“Well, weteach them good mannersand...”

“ldamic manners?’ | interrupted.

“Well... yes,” shehesitated again.

“That’sgood,” | said. “Islamic mannersare so much better and
civilised than non-Idlamic manners.”

“Err, sir... may | ask you a question?’ She asked, politely.
“Sure, madam.”

“Why areyou going on and on about Muslim and non-Mudim?’
She protested.

“Well, | want my sontobeinanldamic school. And sinceyours
says‘Model Islamic Montessori’, | amjust trying to makesureitis
not likeall these other non-1slamic Montessori schoolsout there.”

“How old is your son?’ She  asked.
“He'sthree.”

“Why don’t you comeover andwe |l takeyou around theschool,”
shesaid.

“Do you teach them how to recite naats?”’ | asked.

“Yes, wedo,” shereplied, proudly.

“And you don’'t teach them those stupid old English nursery
rhymesthat have sinister hidden Zionist messagesin them, right?” |
said.

She snickered: “Don’t know about that, sir, but yes, we do
discourageteachersfrom teaching children nursery rhymes.”

she replied.

| said.

“That's good to know,” | said. “What about gawalli? Are the
childrentaught any gawalli? | love gawalli.” | started to hum one,
“Bhar dojholi meri...”

“Err... no,sir,” sheinterrupted. “ Just naatsand basic Idamiat.”

“But doesn't akid usually study and learn all thisin a non-
Islamic school aswell?How isyour school Islamic?’ | asked.

“Sir, why don’t you come over and seefor yoursdlf,” sheinsisted.
“No other montessori hasyoung girlsin hijab and boysintraditional
Islamic dress. Comeand seefor yourself. You'll beimpressed,” she
explained.

“Young girlsinHijab!” | sounded delighted. “Wonderful. What
about the young boys?’

“They are only alowed to wear shalwar-kameez and praying
caps,” shesad.

“But shalwar-kameezisanational dress, not an Islamic dress,”
| said. “You should havethe boyswear Arabic choghas! | will make
suremy sonwearsone.”

“What'shisname?’ She asked.

“Paul Neil Fernandes Jr.,” | said. Silence.

“Hello?Madam Principal. You there?’

“Isthisajoke?’ Sheresponded, somewhat sternly.

“No, madam. Not at all. | am very serious,” | replied.
“You are Christian. Why would you want your son in an Islamic
school?” Sheasked.

“That'ssimple. Becausel am Christianinan Islamic Republic.
Do you know how it feels like being a religious minority in an
Idamic Republic, madam?’

Slence

“Well, | want my son to learn al the mannerisms of a good
Muslim so he does not feel like a misfit!” | continued.
“Why don’t you convert then?” She replied, in a matter-of fact
manner.

“Why should |77’ | said.

“Because of theway you feel,” shesaid.

“Why don’t you change?’ | replied.

“Change?’ Sheasked.

“Yes, changetheway we are sometimestreated here.” | said.

“Sir, | don’t want to get into all this,” she announced. “And
anyway, | don’t think we can accommodateyour childin our school.”

“Just because he's Christian?’ | asked.

“I'mafraid so,” shesaid.

“But alot of Pakistani Muslimsareaccommodated in Christian
schools,” | protested. “Why not treat my kid as a Pakistani and
more so, ahuman being?’

“Sir, | am sorry, but we can’'t help you,” she lamented.
“What if | giveyou doublethe usual fee of your school 7’ |

offered.

“Sir, that would be seen as a bribe,”
“Notreally,” | replied. “ Takeit asjaziah!”

she said.

Courtesy: ThePioneer
(Thewriter isone of the most popular Pakistani columnists.
Courtesy: Dawn.)
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Hussain must not get away

-A SuryaPrakash

Magbool Fida Hussain has always been a hero for the
pseudo-secular crowd in India. That is why sections of the
English media are aghast at his decision to migrate to Qatar
and have been blaming Hindus for “hounding him”. Since
some tel evision anchors have been screaming their heads off
over Hussain's decision to give up his Indian nationality but
are unwilling to tell the people the truth about his artistic
licence, the time has come to place some cold — or shall we
cal it *hot’ — factson thetable.

What has prompted Hussain to flee India? Mr Prafull
Goradia and Mr KR Phanda, the authors of Anti-Hindus,
publishedin 2003, provide us some valuable cluesand answer
this question substantially. This book not only reproduces a
Press release issued by Mr DP Sinha of Sanskar Bharati but
also photographs of some of the most repul sive paintings of
Hussain. The Pressreleaseisindeed acomprehensive charge-
sheet against the painter, because it provides a graphic
description of eight of Hussain's paintings — each more
vulgar and reprehensible than the other.

Here is the list of the eight objectionable paintings and
the accusations made by the organisation. ‘Durga’, in which
the goddessis shown in sexual union with atiger. ‘ Rescuing
Sital, in which the artist shows a naked Sita astride a naked
Hanuman'stall — “Hanuman’stail asaphallic symbol crosses
al limits of decency.” Lord Vishnu is generally painted with
four hands holding a shankh, a padma, a gada and a chakra,
but the hands of Vishnu are shown as amputated and hislegs
have been cut off — amaimed, muitilated and exhausted Vishnu
reclineson hisspouse L akshmi and hisvahan Garuda. “ Should
the cutting of hands and legs of Vishnu beregarded as creative
freedom or deliberate affront to Hindu sensibility?” Saraswati,
whom Hindusregard as agoddess draped in awhite and pure
garment (ya shubhra vastravruta) is also shown naked.
Goddess L akshmi is shown naked and perched on the head of
Ganesh, “aposture highlighting unmasked sexuality”.

Hussain's ‘Hanuman-V’ shows a three-faced Hanuman
and a nude couple — “The identity of the woman is not in
doubt. The erect genital of Hanuman is bent in the direction
of thefemale. The obscenity istoo obvious.” Another painting,
‘Hanuman -13', showsastark naked ‘ Sita’ sitting onthethigh
of an equally naked ‘' Ravan’, whileanaked Hanuman isshown
attacking the latter. In * George Washington and Arjun on the
Chariot” Washington replaces Lord Krishna in the famous
chariot scene from the Mahabharat! Hussain replaces Lord
Krishna with Washington because “in hiseyes Lord Krishna
isno god and stands denigrated and reduced to the level of a
mere human being — George Washington”.

But, isHussain’siconoclasm uniform? Far fromit. Hussain
isthevery epitome of reverence when it comesto non-Hindu
subjects. He paints Fatima, Prophet Mohammed's daughter,
as"“the embodiment of serenity and grace” and fully clothed.
The artist takes no liberties here. He takes no liberties also
while painting hisdaughter and mother. Hispainting of Mother
Teresais “an outstanding piece of art” which brings out the
compassion of the Mother, says Mr Sinha. If this be so, why
does he depict Hindu gods and goddesses in such arepulsive
manner? The answer lies in yet another painting — a panel
depicting Einstein, Gandhi, Mao Tse Tung and Hitler, inwhich
only Hitler is naked. Can we then conclude that characters
about whom Hussain feel srepugnant are depicted in the nude
by him?

While reproducing these obnoxious “works of art” and
the detailed Pressrel ease by Sanskar Bharati, Mr Goradiaand
Mr Phandadescribe Hussain asa“ sexually perverse person”.
The photographs of these paintings originally appeared in a
book that was designed by Hussain himself. The authors add
three moreto the eight accusations made by Mr Sinha. These
relate to paintings which show abull copulating with Parvati
while Shankar looks on; a naked Hanuman with his genitals
pointing towards awoman; and anaked Krishnawith hisfeet
and hands cut-off. The authors draw the distinction between
nudity, pornography and perversity: “When pornography or
perversity embroilsdeities, it is sacrilegious.”

AsMr Goradiaand Mr Phanda point out, it issimply not
possibleto give him the benefit of doubt. The panel portraying
Einstein, Gandhi, Mao Tse Tung and Hitler is the clincher,
they say. The first three have clothes on but Hitler is naked.
“Does that mean that he painted in the nude all those he
hated? ... Can any self-respecting Hindu forgive Maghbool
FidaHussain?’ they ask.

The answer is obviously abig ‘No’. So, what do Hindu
citizenswho feel offended by Hussain’sart do?Barring afew
vandalswho took thelaw intheir hands and disrupted acouple
of the artist’s exhibitions, the reaction of the large mass of
Hindus was what it ought to be in a democracy. They moved
courtsand lodged criminal complaintsagainst the artist. They
drew on the Indian Penal Code that prohibits citizens from
offending the religious sensibilities of other citizens.

There were no death threats or absurd pronouncements
likethe Muslim palitician in Uttar Pradesh who, not very long
ago, offered aprize of Rs51 crorefor the head of the Danish
cartoonist accused of lampooning Prophet Mohammed. Yet,
if you go by the shrill posturing of some television anchors,
the Hindus deserve no marks for this lawful, democratic
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A Critiqueof US foreign policy ... (contd.)

response to the worst form of blasphemy. If this pseudo-
secular fringe is to be believed, Hindus deserve to be
condemned for “hounding” Hussain with court cases.

Whatever Hussain's friends and admirers may say, the
truth isthat after taking such obnoxious liberties with Hindu
sentiments, he became afugitivefromthelaw. He hasbeen on
therun ever sincethe caseswerefiled. Many Hinduswho are

aware of Hussain's vile art rightly see him as a ‘ Qatarnak’
painter. So, one supposesthat Qatar wasthelogical destination
forhim!

But, if wevalueour secular traditions, wemust not let him
go. Thelong arm of thelaw must reach Qatar. We should seek
his extradition and prosecute him for hurting the religious
sentiments of 800 million citizens.

courtsy: The Pioneer, New Delhi, 23 March 2010

| ndian calendar moreaccurate, say experts

-Rakesh Ranjan

Weather changes on Holi eve

Asthefestival of Holi is set to colour the people with joy
and the bliss of nature, thefestival has, asalways, marked the
end of thewinter’schill. Thefestival isdetermined, according
to the Hindu calendar, more accurately than the English
calendar, wherein “the festivals and seasons are arbitrarily
fixed”. Asthe astrologers point out, the Hindu calendar or the
Vikram Samvat aremoreaccuratein determination of the Indian
festivals, as it follows the annual weather cycle and the
periodical movement of the Sun and Maoon.

As experts say, the Indian calendar is ingeniously based
on both the Sun and Moon and it usesa solar year but divides
itinto 12 lunar months. A lunar month has 29 days, 12 hours,
44 minutes and 3 seconds. Twelve such months constitute a
lunar year of 354 days, 8 hours, 48 minutes and 36 seconds.
On the other hand, the Western calendar is based on the Sun,
inwhich ayear isthetime required for the Earth to complete
one revolution around the Sun. This precisely measures 365
days, 5 hours, 48 minutes and 46 seconds. This, according to
the Indian or the Hindu calendar, led to the occurrence of the
Holi festival ten daysin advance ascompared to the previous
year when Holi was cel ebrated on March 11. Notably the Holi
will be celebrated on March 1 (Monday) thisyear.

Astrologer and spiritual counsellor Bharat Bhushan
Padmadeo said that the Indian calendar has an appropriate
rhyme with the nature. “The Indian calendar is based on the
distance between the Sun and Moon and the periodical
movement of theplanets. It isa so based on the annual weather
cyclethat matches with the festivals,” Padmadeo said.

He, however, said that unlike the Indian calendar, the
seasons and thefestivalsin the English calendar arearbitrarily
fixed. The Hindu calendar on the other hand corresponds to
the seasons. At the same time the seasonal influence lead to
the determination of weather condition.

Padmadeo further informed that the zodiacs keep on
shifting in the Indian calendar and hence occurrence of the
seasons and the festivals depends on the position of the
zodiacs. “Zodiac is the ring of constellations that lines the
ecliptic, which isthe apparent path of the Sun across the sky
over the course of ayear,” he said and added that the Moon
and the planets also lie within the ecliptic that determine the
occurrence of months and seasons. In the Indian calendar,
seasonsfollow the Sun, monthsfollow Moon, and days, both
the Sun and Moon, he added.

Another astrologer Vijay Pathak said that the Hindu
calendar determinesthe seasons and festivalsmore accurately
than the western calendar. Pathak said that since the Indian
calendar follows the annual weather cycle, it has six seasons
intheyear, unlikethe English calendar, which seesonly three
seasons. “ Thereare six seasonsin Indian calendar — Basant,
Grishma, Varsha, Sharad, Hemant and Shishir,” hesaid, adding
that Basant season marks the beginning of the Hindu year.
Pathak, however, said that the change in weather conditions
during a given time in the year depends on the seasonal
influence.

courtsy: The Pioneer, New Delhi, March 1, 2010

(" Delhi Metro: When the Delhi Metrowill )

speed into Gurgaon, itsfirst stop will bethe
Guru Dronacharyastation

L egend hasit that the Pandavasgifted the
villageheretother teacher Dronacharyaas
gurudakshina. It came to be called
gurugram. L ater, initsPrakrit avtar, it was
rechristened Gugaon or Gurgaon.

Sweta Dutta, Indian Express
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Holy Cow

With the Delhi Govt caught in a controversy regarding
the serving of beef at the Commonwealth Games, The Indian
Expresstakesalook at the position across various stateswith
regard to cow slaughter

DELHI

The Delhi Agricultural Cattle Preservation Act was
implemented in March 1994 and was framed to replace the
Uttar Pradesh Prevention of Cow Slaughter Act, 1955, extended
by the Centre to Delhi in 1966. The law imposes a ‘total’
prohibition on the daughter of cows, calves, bullsand bullocks
defined as* agricultural cattle’. Thelaw prohibitsthetransport
or export, sale or purchase of agricultural cattlefor slaughter.
People who wish to export cattle for any other purpose to
neighbouring statesand Union Territoriesarerequired to take
permission of the Veterinary Officer in charge, with detailson
purpose, age, sex and destination. Thelaw prohibitsthe export
of agricultura cattleto astate/ Union Territory where daughter
of agricultural cattle is not banned by law. The offences are
cogni sableand non-bailable. The punishment isimprisonment
up to five years and a fine which may be extended to Rs
10,000.

UTTARPRADESH

Cow daughter has been banned in Uttar Pradesh since
1955. The law, UP Cow Slaughter (Prevention) Act, 1955,
banning cow slaughter was enacted during the first Congress
regime after Independence, led by the party’s stalwart Pandit
Govind Ballabh Pant in 1955. However, the law permitted
slaughter of old and dry cows after prior permission from the
Anima Husbandry Department. The BJP-led government,
headed by Rajnath Singh, in 2002, introduced an amendment
to theAct, imposing a blanket ban on the cow slaughter. The
earlier BJP government in 1991-92, headed by Kalyan Singh,
had attempted to introduce similar amendmentsfor imposing
acomplete ban on cow slaughter.

RAJASTHAN

Slaughter of all bovines is prohibited in the state.
Possession, sale, transport of beef and beef products is
prohibited. Export of bovineanimalsfor daughter isprohibited.
Custody of seized animals to be given to any recognised
voluntary animal welfare agency, or to any goshala, gosadan.
Violation of the above invites imprisonment of one to two
yearsand afine up to Rs 10,000.

JHARKHAND

Thereisno law related to beef consumption in the state,
and cow slaughter is permitted.

TAMILNADU

As per a 1976 government order, slaughter of cows and
heifersisbannedin all daughter-housesin Tamil Nadu. Though
this ban is not stringently implemented, there is a cultura
stigma attached to consuming cow meat. Beef dishes are not
available on the menu of any good restaurants.

ORISSA

Under the Orissa Prevention of Cow Slaughter Act, 1960,
killing of cowsistotally prohibited. It isacognisable offence
and carries penal provision of imprisonment up to maximum
of twoyearsor afineup to Rs1,000 or both. Whilethe s aughter
of a heifer or a calf is prohibited, that of a bull, bullock is
alowed on the production of fit-for-slaughter certificateif the
animal is over 14 years of age or has become permanently
unfit for breeding.

MADHYAPRADESH

Madhya Pradesh, like Gujarat, hasimposed atotal banon
cow slaughter. The BJP government has sent the Centre a
draft of the Madhya Pradesh Gauvansh Vadh Pratishedh
(Sanshodhan) Vidheyak, 2007, which sought to amend an
existing legislation by increasing the punishment for cow
slaughter to 10 years. The Centre returned the draft asking
the state to reduce the jail term saying it was too harsh.

KERALA

Beef is widely consumed in Kerala and is the cheapest
meat available. As slaughter is banned in neighouring
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, a large number of cows and
buffaloes areillegally smuggled into the state. According to
the state economic review-2009, thereis no authentic dataon
the cattle being slaughtered in Kerala. In asurvey conducted
in 2006, the government had identified 4,904 slaughter houses,
of which only 30 per cent were authorised.

ASSAM

The Assam Cattle Preservation Act, 1951, (amended in
1963) prohibits slaughter of cattle.

PUNJAB

There is a complete ban on cow slaughter in Punjab. A
proposal to set up a Cow Service Board is under the
consideration of the state government. The Punjab Prohibition
of Cow Slaughter Act, 1955, isaimed at checking cow daughter.
The police department has issued instructionsto SSPsin all
districtsfor strict implementation of the Act.

HIMACHAL PRADESH

TheHimachal Pradesh (Prohibition) of Cow Slaughter Act,
1979, prescribes a punishment of up to five years' Rl and a
fine of Rs 5,000 or both on person involved in the crime or
even abetting the slaughter of cow, bull, bullock, ox or calf.
Even the person who suppresses information pertaining to
such a crime is punishable with imprisonment of two years
and afine up to Rs 200 or both.

MAHARASHTRA

The Maharashtra government permits slaughtering and
production of beef through authorised abbatoirs set up by
local municipal corporations. Buffaloes and bullocks above
the age of 12-13 years can be slaughtered. Officials say only
animalswhich cannot reproduce or are of no usefor agricultural
purposes are alowed to be slaughtered.
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Holy Cow ... (contd.)

JAMMU& KASHMIR

Thelaw against cow saughter was made way back in 1896
when the then Mahargja of Kashmir in an advertisement
sanctioned by a state council resolution banned transport,
slaughter and even selling of beef in the state. According to
Advocate General Ishaq Qadiri, “1n JK you are not permitted
to run a beef shop.”

WEST BENGAL
Under the West Bengal Animal Slaughter Act, 1950, one
needsto produceafit-for-slaughter’ certificate. Theanimals
included in the Act are bulls, bullocks, cows, calves and
buffaloesof al types/ages. Thecertificateisgivenif animal is
over 14 and/or unfit for work or breeding.
courtsy: The Indian Express

Beyond atwo-notionstheory

-Mubarak Ali

Pakistan should now re-evaluate M ohammad Ali Jinnah

When Jaswant Singh’s book Jinnah: India, Partition,
Independence was published last year, among other things,
it brought the question of Partition and the role of
Mohammad Ali Jinnah into focus again. But the image of
Jinnah is changing in India and in Pakistan for different
reasons. Post-Partition, the history of the freedom
movement in both countries was from the Congress or
the Muslim League perspective. In India, the image of
Jinnah was that of a communalist leader responsible for
the vivisection of the subcontinent. He was accused of
being a stubborn leader who refused to re-adjust his
demands and insisted on the acceptance of his terms. On
the contrary,

Mohandas Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru emerged as
leaders who negotiated and made attempts to compromise
with him.

This image of Jinnah persisted in traditional Indian
historiography until the 1980s. However, some historians
have raised their voices against it and presented Jinnah
differently. One important study is that of Delhi
University’s Ajeet Jawed, whose book Jinnah: Secular and
Nationalist made an attempt to rehabilitate him as a staunch
Indian nationalist. TheAustralian historian Jan Byrant Wells,
in his Ambassador of Hindu Muslim Unity: Jinnah’s Early
Politics, argues that throughout his political career, Jinnah
remained a nationalist and anti-imperialist and there is no
difference between his early or later periods of political
life.

In Pakistan, too, the image of Jinnah is changing with
political changesin the country. Inthetraditional portrayal,
his secular and nationalist image isn’t highlighted. He has
been reduced to being only a Muslim leader who struggled
for the rights of Indian Muslims and created a new country
for them to follow their religious teachings freely in. As
the character of Pakistan became Islamic, it needed not a
secular founding father but a staunchly religious man. So,

stories of his religious devotion are fabricated and
circulated. Stray references to religion are taken out from
his speeches to prove that he wanted a welfare state based
on Idlamic principles. His official portrait shows himin a
sherwani and cap, not in western attire, smoking a cigar.

This picture was challenged by some scholars and
politicians who argued that he was against theocracy and
in favour of a modern secular state. There are some circles
that reject Jinnah as a competent leader and accuse him
of committing political mistakes — such as his
authoritarian role as governor general to dissolve the North
West Frontier Provincial assembly, his act of presiding
over the cabinet meetings and keeping aside the prime
minister, and his dismissal of the chief minister of Sindh.
As the political situation in Pakistan deteriorates, Jinnah's
image is also undergoing a distortion in which he's blamed
for leaving the country in the hands of incompetent leaders.
The result is that in Pakistan, there are now two portraits
of Jinnah: one, of the founder of the State based on the
two-nation theory and an anti-Indiapolicy; two, of asecular
Jinnah, not generally welcomed except in small circles of
liberal Pakistanis.As for Partition, while a majority of
scholars have no doubt written about its legitimacy, there
are only a few voices determined to question it. Rubina
Saigol in Knowledge and Identity challenges the concept
of two nations, the very basis of the creation of Pakistan.
Jaswant Singh’s book isimportant in this context. In India,
with this change of image, Jinnah is no longer exclusively
blamed for the Partition; Nehru and Patel share the
responsibility. A secular Jinnah suits Pakistan, now under
the grip of religious extremism, trying to get out of it
through a new system based on pluralism.

Mubarak Ali is the author of Pakistan: In Search of
Identity, and former Professor of History, Sndh University.
The views expressed by the author are personal.

Courtsy :H.T., Delhi
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Hindu and Greek civilisations -A comparative study

-M.S.N.Menon

The Hindu and Greek civilisations were the greatest among the
civilisations of men.But today thereisan attempt to give precedence
to Greek civilisation. It is claimed that the Hindu civilisation has
borrowed much from the Greek.

| admire both civilisations. But | am partial to truth. But what is
the truth? The truth is:

Dharma (ethics) has been the guiding principle of Hindu life
from times we know to this day. More so, when there was no code
of law. But the, concept of Dharmawasforeign to Greekstill Socrates
(4th ¢ BC) began to preaching had no impact on their tyrant rulers.
Which explains why they condemned Socrates to death. Aristotle,
the greatest philosophy of Europe, faced the same fate. He had to
flee hiscountry, although he wastheteacher of Alexander, the Great.
Hindus never produced tyrants. Why? Because viol ation of Dharma
brought severe punishment on the violator.

A society without a sense of justice is barbarous. Greece was
just that -a barbarous society, says Draper, author of the book
Intellectual Development of Europe Vol. 11. The idea of law was
foreignto Homer (8th ¢ BC) the epic writer. Therewasno morality.
“Theheroes of Homer are not more moral than the giantsof thefairy
tales,” hesays. Therewaslittlerespect for the gods, who were made
in the image of the Greeks. Thus, Hermes was a thief, Aphrodite,
voluptuous, Zeus incestuous, Aris reckless. “Homer and Hesiod’
says Xenophanes, “attribute to the gods all the acts which among
men are cul pable and shameful.”

It is true the concept of democracy was given by the Greeks.
But therewas no democracy in Greece. |nanAristophanescomedy,
the Chrous ridicules the rulers of Athens.

A new class of people arose at this time called the Sophists.
They opposed the beliefs of the Greeks, said that aswe cannot have
a standard for truth, there can be no standard for good.” They

proclaimed that might wasright and that they had nofaithin reasoning.
They promoted rhetoric in order to win their arguments. Indianever
produced such aclass. Even the atheists of Indiawere reasonable.

It was at this time that Greece produced its greatest moral
philosopher - Socrates. He was the first Greek to bring ethics into
Greece. Socratesrai sed the status of Knowledge among the Greeks.
Hesaid that virtuelay in knowledge. Histeaching areto befoundin
thewritingsof Plato, hischief disciple, and Aristotle. Plato established
an Akademi in Athens. His disciples founded a new philosophical
system called Neo-Platonism, which was heavily influenced by Hindu
philosophies, especially Vedanta.Greek was even influenced by the
mystic tradition of the Hindus (Orphic movement).

The Greeks were indifferent to history. In this they were like
the Hindus. But with this difference that the Greeks remembered
their heroes, while the Hindus did not. They could not remember
even Ashoka

The Greeks were great lovers of drama, but of tragedy. They
believed that tragedy purged the soul of its passions. The Hindus
too were great lovers of drama, but they preferred comedy, because
they believed that the purpose of dramawasto leavethe audiencein
a happy frame of mind.

The Greeks thought of time in cycles.
contributionisclear.

No study of Greek civilisation can be complete without studying
theroleof AsiaMinor. It wasthe meeting point of Asiaand Europe.
It was under the Persian empire which extended from Punjab (India)
to Asia Minor. Most of the Greek philosophers were born and
brought up in Asia Minor. And one cannot forget that Alexander
took with him anumber of Hindu scholars on hisreturnto hisnative
land. Nor can we forget the influence of Indian story books like
Panchatantra and Dhammaapada, which carried.

courtsy: Organiser

In this the Hindus

A Strand in Sino Indian Eco Balance Sheset

-Ashwani Mahajan

Today Chinaistheworld'sfastest growing country. Its sharein
global trade is a commanding six per cent. Products ranging from
consumer goods to power plants, China today is producing all in
mammoth quantities. India has a huge trade deficit with China and
thishas been growing for several years. In 2008-09, thetotal value of
India' simportsfrom Chinatouched $ 32.5 billion. Since the value of
Indian exportsto Chinawas only $ 9.4 billion, the trade deficit was
$23.1hillionin China'sfavour.

But recently, the value of imports from China has started
declining. In the first nine months of financial year 2009-10, it was
worth only $21.4 billion whilein the corresponding period of 2008-
09itwas$24.9 hillion. Thisisaclimbdown of 21 per cent. Though
India sexportsto Chinahave also declined, itstrade deficit with the
|atter is expected to be lower.

The reason is that the Chinese Government, under domestic
economic pressure, hasbeen compelled to reduce subsidiesto industry
and exports. As aresult, imports coming from China have become
expensive, reducing their demand. Also, the value of the Chinese

yuan, which is artificially kept low by the Chinese Government,
seems to be heading for arevaluation. For the past few months, US
President Barack Obama has been constantly commenting that a
revaluation of the yuan is required. European countries too have
been putting pressure on China to adjust the value of the yuan.

All this pressure seems to be getting to the Chinese. Though
Chinese President Hu Jintao has repeatedly said that Chinawill not
bow down to foreign pressure, the People’s Bank of China has
indicated a possible appreciation of the yuan. The Chinese central
bank hasalso hinted at amoreflexible currency regimewhich means
that we could see the value of the yuan being determined by market
forcesin the near future.

The US, India and many more countries have suffered heavy
losses in trade with China. But with a proper revaluation of the
Chinese currency, this could change. This provesthat China can be
flexible if it so chooses and is certainly not beyond reason and
understanding.

courtsy: The Pioneer, Delhi
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Diary of Events

April 2 The Centre has denied permission to Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar to visit Nepal for attending the shradh
ceremony former Nepaese PrimeMinigter GirijaPrasad Koirda
Kumar was reported to have expressed his annoyance over
the denial. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 6.

Hindu pilgrims from Pakistan favour liberal
visas to those traveling to India for a pilgrimage, said
Govindram Makhija, head of a243-member Hindhu group of
pilgrimsfrom Pakistan. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 5.

April 3 The RSS has strongly come out in defence of
Guijarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi, recently questioned
by the SIT inthe 2002 riot case, and accused a section of the
mediaand ‘ Left-1slamist activists' of casting him asavillain
for their ‘vested interests’. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 5.

April 6 For thefirst timeinthe State’s political history, the
BJP has ended five decades of Congress dominance and
captured the prestigious Bangal ore Corporation and the Bruhat
Bangalore Mahanagara Palika (BBMP). The Pioneer, New
Delhi, p. 1.

April 7 Investigators have uncovered the extent of the
spy ring, revealing that computers in the National Security
Council Secretariat (NSCS) wereinfected, giving the hackers
access to confidential documents on the security assessment
of Northeastern state and Naxalite movement, besides
information on missile defence systemsand military equipment.
The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 7.

Pakistan are signing up for an online campaign
that ispleading Muslimsto stick to “ KhudaHafiz" of Persian
origininstead of the new Arabised version“ Allah Hafiz” that
became popular during the regime of former military ruler Zia-
ul-Hag. The Timesof India, New Delhi, p. 23.

Chinese hackers have stolen classified
documents from India’s security, defence and diplomatic
establishment, ranging from assessments of Maoist
movements and the security situation in the North-East to
New Delhi’stieswith Russiaand the Middle East, researchers
in the US and Canadawho tracked the cyber-espionage said.
The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 1.

April 8A USdistrict court has summoned Union Minister
Kamal Nath in acivil lawsuit filed against him by the New
York-based “ Sikhs for Justice” and two individuals over his
alegedroleinthe 1984 anti-Sikhriotsin Delhi. Inastatement,
the Sikh group alleged that Nath, asamember of Parliament at
thetime, was* witnessed | eading an armed mob in which many
of Sikh were burnt alive during an attack on aSikh templein
New Delhi”. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 11.

April 9 Investigating a tip-off, a Tribune team travelled

across Punjab, Haryanaand Chandigarh and found that theses
submitted for PhD degrees in lesser-known universities in
Indiawereavailablefor salein“authorised” information centres
of these universities. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 1.

April 10 The Government of Madhya Pradesh hastaken a
significant step to provide good literature to educate the
children with nationalist values. Leaders of RSS like Guru
Golwalkar are primary to the nationalist thought. Thelndian
Express, New Delhi, p. 2.

April 12 Holding the UPA Government responsible for
price rise, inflation and malnutrition. BJP president Nitin
Gadkari told the mediathat the crisiswas aresult of “wrong
economic policies’. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 6.

April 13 An organisation of Kashmiri Pandits today
demanded alaw to protect their places of worshipinthevalley
which are in a dilapidated state and prone to encroachment.
The Tribune, New Delhi.

April 15 S Subramanian Swamy asked Prime Minister
Manmohan Singhtoimmediately cancel thearbitrary alocation
of 2G spectrum and conduct a transparent auction like the
ongoing onein 3G allocation, to get maximum revenuefor the
public exchequer. Inaletter to the Prime Minister, Swamy said
the Prime Minister should act immediately asthe findings of
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC). ThePioneer, New Ddlhi,
p. 6.

April 16 India's dream to break free from international
reliance in the field of space technology suffered a major
setback, as the indigenously manufactured cryogenic
component of the GSLV-D3 failed to perform as expected, the
launch vehicle tumbled into the deep waters of the Bay of
Benga minutesafter take-off. Thelndian Express, New Delhi,

p. 6.

April 22 Juan Antonio Samaranch, areserved but shrewd
dealmaker whose 21-year term as president of the I nternational
Olympic Committee was marked by both the unprecedented
growth of the games and its biggest ethics scandal, died at a
hospital. Hewas 89. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 20.

April 24 A Pakistani parliamentary panel criticised the
aleged illegal sale of agricultural land attached to two Sikh
shrines in a village near Lahore to the Army-run Defence
Housing Authority, saying it was not permitted under the
rules. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 12.

A Hindu girl from Punjab province was
kidnapped and forced to convert to Islam and is currently
being held in amadrassa, |eading Pakistani rightsactivist Ansar
Burney said. He said the 15-year-old Gajri, the daughter of
MenghaRam, was abducted by a M uslim neighbour from her
homeat Katchi Mandi, Liaquatpur, in Rahim Yar Khan district
on December 21, 2009. The Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p.
17.
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Diary of Events (contd.,)

April 25 Over six crore people from 140 countries
converged on Haridwar. In 250 years, thiswasthe first time
that sadhus from the akharas as well as people form different
religionstook a holy dip peacefully. In fact, there can be no
better exampl e of peace and harmony than this-where people
from different backgrounds, rich or poor, powerless and
powerful bathed at the same place. A reputed management
researcher from Chicago has proposed that the Kumbh should
get the Nobel Prizefor peace, and | endorsethis. Onasingle
day, at the last Shahi Snan on April 14, more than 1.6 crore
people bathed in the Ganga at Haridwar, which is a world
record. The Timesof India, New Delhi, p. 20.

April 26 Tempersran high and the police had to intervene
when residents of Alaknanda neighbourhood in southeast
Delhi voiced concern over the alleged illegal extension of a
mosgueintheir apartment complex inviolation of court orders.
The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 3.

More than 80 schoolgirls have fallen ill in
three cases of mass sickness over the past week in northern
Afghanistan, raising fearsthat militantswho oppose education
for girls are using poison to scare them away from school,
authorities said. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 2.

April 27 The computer systems of scores of Indian
embassies, military establishments and corporate bodies, as
well asthe email account of the Dalai Lama, have been hacked
by a Chinese cyber spy ring. H.T., New Delhi, p. 1.

Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar always worked for
the unity of society and even when he converted, he converted
to Buddism, and not to Christianity or Islam, said Narendra
Modi. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 4.

April 28 Leader of the Opposition in Rajya Sabha Arun
Jaitley saying there appeared to be “no doubt that the CBI
haslost itsinvestigative integrity and has become a political
arm of the Government”. “for protection of the political
interests of the party in power”. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p.
5.

Melbourne: A former rightwing leader in
Australia has ignited a controversy by openly declaring that
shewould not sell her property to Asianswho lived oversess,
and to Muslims who she believes are not “compatible with
our culture”. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 17.

India and China have signed an agreement
for sharing flood-related hydrological data for Brahmaputra
during the monsoon season. The agreement follows the
renewa of an MoU between the two countries during the
visit of the then External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee
to Beijingin 2008. Thelndian Express, New Delhi, p. 3.

April 30 Madhuri Gupta, the 53-year-old second secretary
arrested on charges of spying for Pakistan, may have
embraced |dlam about six year ago, amediareport hasclaimed.
The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 11.

As Defence Minister AK Antony
commissioned the first indigenous stealth frigate INS
Shivalik, India entered into an elite club of seven nations
which hold such adistinction. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 5.

May 2 RSS Sarsanghachalak Shri Mohan Bhagwat lashed
out at the policy of appeasement being pursued by UPA
government for vote bank politics. Addressing the Sangh
Samagam organised at Morabadi Groundsin Ranchi onApril
18, he said the Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s utterance
that Muslims had first right over the country’s resources was
against the basic tenets of the Constitution and secular
credentials of the country. The Organiser, New Delhi.

The first European ban on wearing of the
Islamic burgain publicispoised to comeintoforcein Belgium.
A parliamentary vote on aBill has been passed unanimously.
The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 7.

May 5 Virtually supporting theideology of notoriouskhap
panchayat of Haryanaseeking imposition of complete ban on
same-gotra marriagesand marriageswithin avillage. Medical
experts have also advised to avoid these marriages as these
can become amajor cause of genetic disorder in the coming
generation. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 1.

Rome: Italian police fined awoman $650 for
wearing afull Islamic veil - thefirst punishment of itskind in
[taly but the latest in awave of sanctions against the burgain
Europe. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 25.

Janata Party president Subramanian Swamy
termed DMK chief M Karunanidhi’sattempt to play the Dalit
card to defend Telecom Minister A Rajain the spectrum scam
as“absurd and ridiculous”. “Being a Dalit has nothing to do
with the issue. The PM'’s silence has made the country a
laughing stock in the comity of nations,” Swamy said, adding
that Karunanidhi’s act was an attempt to hush up the
involvement of his own family in the scandal. The Pioneer,
New Delhi, p. 5.

Reports of a China-based cyber spy network
targeting the Indian military and the consequent alert sounded
by theArmy may beonly thetip of theiceberg - investigations
have revealed a fully dedicated India specific espionage
system aimed at business diplomatic, strategic and academic
interests. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 1.

May 6 Uttarakhand Chief Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank, is a happy man. The Mahakumbh 2010 has
successfully concluded on April 28 setting many records.
“The credit for this goes to my team and the people of
Uttarakhand, especially those of Haridwar, who supported
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Diary of Events (contd.)

the administration in every way,” he said. The Pioneer, New
Delhi, p. 4.

May 7 Pakistan is set to wage a proxy war of adifferent
kind that hasitsrootsin history. Theneighbour, itislearnt,is
training a group of 935 women to use them as bait to gather
strategic information from Indian politiciansand officials. The
Tribune, New Delhi, p. 1.

Shah Faisal, the 27-year-old put his medical
career on hold to appear for the civil services examination.
Today, astheresultscamein, hisnamewas at thetop - agiant
leap for aboy from agovernment school in aremote village,
whose father was killed by militants, and a big, big step for
Kashmir. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 1.

Street violence erupted in the Nepalese capital
and outlying districts today as public anger grew over an
indefinite strike by the Maoiststhat has shut down the country
for the past five days, with residents clashing with the former
rebels. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 13.

May 9 The United States has warned Pakistan of “very
severe consequences” if asuccessful terror attack in America
was traced back to that country. The Obama administration
has delivered new and stiff warnings to Pakistan after the
failed Times Square terror plot that it must urgently move
against the nexus of Islamic militancy. The Indian Express,
New Delhi, p. 1.

May 10 The khap panchayats at a meeting
(Mahapanchayat) held at Pai in Kaithal district on May 2 had
put all elected representatives in the state on a one-month
notice to support their demand for amending the Hindu
marriage Act seeking a ban on same gotra marriages. The
Tribune, New Delhi, p. 18.

May 11 After deposing beforethe SIT, based on apetition
filed by Zakia Jafri beforethe Supreme Court, Togadiasaid he
would take action against Zakia and social activist Teesta
Setalvad for “dragging” him to theinvestigating agency. The
Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 3.

Kurukshetra Congress MP Naveen Jinda
today assured Haryana khap representatives that he would
raisetheir demand for achangein the Hindu marriage Act to
disallow marriages within the same gotra. INLD chief Om
Prakash Chautalabacked Jindal and met Union Home Minister
P Chidambaram to pressfor achangein law to ban marriages
within the same gotra. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 1.

May 12 Allahabad: In a judgment with far-reaching
implications, the Allahabad high court has ruled that a non-
Musdlim bridemust convert tolslamtomarry aMudim. Failing
that, the matrimony with a Muslim man would be void as it

would contradict Islamic dicta and tenets of the Quran, the
court said. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 17.

As a debate rages over a TOI report on the
destruction of all records of the 1971 Bangladesh war at the
Eastern Army Command headquartersin Kolkata, it transpires
that naval authorities also destroyed records of the sinking of
Ghazi in 1971. There are no records available with naval
authorities on how the much-celebrated feat was pulled off.
The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 1.

May 13 Union Minister for parliamentary Affairs and
Water Resources Pawan Kumar Bansal held the DAV system
of education in very high esteem and felt that DAV has
contributed immensely for the cause of education. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 2.

May 14 Speaking at the discussion, Editor-in-Chief of The
Pioneer Chandan Mitra said the report, was an attempt to
divide the country on religious and caste lines. Terming it a
‘political conspiracy’ aimed at appeasing aparticular vote bank,
Mitra said the 15 per cent reservation recommended for
Muslims and other minorities will be taken from the quota
meant for Scheduled Castes, thus reducing their share of
reservation in Government jobs and higher education. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 2.

More than 40 years after it was mooted, the
Union Cabinet today gave its approval to set up the nation’s
first defence university near Gurgaon. Itwouldaimat imparting
education on strategic challenges to armed forces officials,
bureaucrats, academicians, parliamentarians and trainees at
military academies. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 1.

May 16 Nearly three months after the attack on Indiansin
Kabul, Afghan Security agencies havetraced back recent anti-
Indiaoperationsin Afghanistan to an 1Sl outfit located inside
a military cantonment in Kohat in the North West Frontier
Province of Pakistan. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 1.

Former Vice-President and senior BJP leader
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat died after suffering cardiac arrest
inaJdaipur hospital morning. Hewas87. Asnewsof thethree-
time Rajasthan Chief Minister’sdeath spread, political leaders
from all parties began arriving at Shekhawat’s housein Civil
Lines to pay their last respects, including state and national
leaders. TheIndian Express, New Delhi, p. 6.

May 17 Kashmiri terroristsand refugeesfrom Jammu and
Kashmir in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir have both received a
pay hike. Pakistani authorities are now offering terrorists
coming to fight in J&K amonthly salary in the range of Rs
8,000to Rs10,000. Thisisahugejump fromthe average pay
of Rs5,000they weregetting earlier. The Timesof India, New
Delhi, p. 1.

Vishwa Hindu Parishad general secretary
Praveen Togadia said his organisation would launch another
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Diary of Events (contd.)

round of Ayodhyaagitationin August thisyear. He lambasted
the Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal governments for
recommending job reservation for religious minorities in
government service. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 5.

May 18 Film star Sanjay Dutt met Gujarat chief Minister
NarendraModi and expressed hisdesireto set up afilmcity in
the State. During the meeting, Dutt praised Chief Minister
Narendra Modi for al-round development of Gujarat. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 7.

Eminent scholarsfrom different countrieswill
participatein athree-day international conference on“History
and Memory”, being organised by the Indian Institute of
Advanced Study (IIAS). The main topics to be discussed
during the conference include “Memorialisation and the
Museum”, “Dreams, Memory and Remembrance”, “The
Aesthetics of Memory”, Memory and Palitics’, “ Spectres of
Memory”, “Memory and Cultural Pasts’, “Landscapes of
Memory”, “Suppressed Histories”, “Archaeology of
Memories’, and “ Revisiting the Partition”, Prof. Margaret Levi
from University of Washington will deliver the valedictory
address on “The Past as a Source of Political Power in the
Present”. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 10.

May 20 A candlelight gathering condoning the deaths of
innocent people in Dantewada was held at Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) last night. ABV P students condemned the
Maoist violence around the country and said they would
support the homeminister in hissteps against Naxalites. The
Tribune, New Delhi, p. 3.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Raman Singh
described Naxals asthe * biggest threat” and alleged they had
linkswith the Pakistan based terror group L ashkar-e-Tayyebba
(LeT). The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 5.

May 21 North Koreahasthreatened to wage “al-out war”
if it is punished for the sinking of a South Korean warship.
The Mail Today, New Delhi, p. 28.

May 22 Stone inscriptions dating back to 10th and 11th
century AD found recently in a nearby village have thrown
light on theway records of propertieswere maintained during
the Cholatimes. The stonescameto light last week when an
earthen mound was dug at the Sirukarumbur hamlet, fucked
away from the main road 25 km from Kancheepuram. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 4.

May 23 VHP president Shri Ashok Singhal warned Union
Home Minister P Chidambaram to refrain from branding the
Hindu saints as ‘terrorists’ and taking action against them.
“Shri Chidambaram should keep in mind that an invisible
cosmological force stood behind the Ram Setu and the Jammu
Kashmir Shrine Board movements that had the government

on its knees. Good counsel should prevail on Shri
Chidambaram to understand and appreciate this great power
that stands to save the Hindu society, and it would be better
on hispart towithdraw his*Hindu terrorism’ statement that is
an utter contradictioninterms.” The Organiser, Delhi, p. 3.

May 24 The RSS has said that caste-based census is
against the idea of a casteless society envisaged by leaders
like Babasaheb Ambedkar in the Constitution and will weaken
the ongoing efforts to create social harmony. The Indian
Express, New Delhi, p. 1.

May 25After Indian Nationa Lok Dal (INLD) and Congress
|leaders, BJP national secretary Capt Abhimanyu on Monday
supported the demand of khap panchayatsfor aban on same-
gotra marriages. The HaryanaBJP |leader said that the khap
panchayats drew their power from acceptance among the
people and had been playing an important rolein maintaining
public order. The media, however, appeared to bein agreat
hurry to project them in abad light, he said. The Hindustan
Times, New Delhi, p. 14.

May 26 A 58-year-old woman of Indian origin, Kamla
Persad-Bissessar, was el ected the first woman prime minister
of Trinidad and Tobago. Persad-Bissessar’s people’s
Partnership won 29 of the 41 parliamentary seatsin Monday’s
elections, ending theruling party’s43-year rule. TheHindustan
Times, New Delhi, p. 1.

“1f or when the Motuo project is built, China
will gain significant capacity to control the Brahmaputra's
flow,” Tsering told the Hindustan Times. “Chinaislikely to
hold back water when it'smost needed in Indiaduring spring
and release more water during the monsoon when there is
excess.” TheHindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 17.

May 27 Millions of Pakistanis suffered abuses as aresult
of asharp escalation in conflict between the Government and
the armed forces, Amnesty International has said inits latest
report, which also alleged that the forces were carrying out
“suspected extra-judicial executions’. The Pioneer, New
Delhi, p. 11.

May 28 Morethan half the of thetotal populationisnotin
favour of independence. Instead 58 per cent of the Kashmiris
are prepared to accept the LoC as a permanent border if itis
liberalised for people’'s movement and trade. While 27 per
cent arein favour of it initscurrent form. The Pioneer, New
Delhi, p. 11.

The Armed Forces Tribunal has ruled that a
former Army Commander was biased against aBrigadier under
his command during the Kargil war and fudged records that
now form part of the official history of the 1999 conflict. The
tribunal has asked the Army to modify the officia history of
the war and set the record straight by giving due credit to
Brigadier Devinder Singh who commanded the 70 Infantry
Division which wasin charge of the Batalik sector during the
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Diary of Events (contd.

war. TheIndian Express, New Delhi, p. 1.

May 29 Terror struck Pakistan’s heartland of Punjab as
heavily-armed Taliban gunmen wearing suicide vests stormed
two mosques packed with Friday worshippers from minority
Ahmadi sect here, killing over 80 personsand injuring scores
in thefirst major attack in Lahore since March. The Pioneer,
New Delhi, p. 1.

May 30 The apex court’s comment, as approving and
substantiating live-in-relationship by making reference to
Radhaand Krishna, isshocking. The Puranasnever supported
this sort of relationship. The earliest reference to Radhain a
single stanzafindsmention inthe Vayu Purana. Other Puranas
be apart of the Mahabharata, which never support the above
age and so live-in-relationship is beyond imagination. The
Organizer, New Delhi, p. 14.

May 31 The “dry exercises” projected computer
simulations of such an attack with an assessment of apossible
counterattack and the potential resistance the UStroops might
faceif they entered the Pakistani soil. The Tribune, New Delhi,
p. 1. & 11.

June5 It has been said that 55,000 thoughts pass through
a person’s mind on an average per day. Most of them are
repeats from previous days. New thoughts are born out of
changing circumstances. This brings up an important
question. Do we have the freedom to choose what we think?
The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 8.

June 6 Bharatiya Janata Party’ s national general secretary
Varun Gandhi addressed thousands of people of Hathras via
telephone after the district administration denied permission
to hishelicopter to land there. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 6.

June7 The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) hasprepared patent formats of nearly 900 yogaasanas
(postures), to prevent European and American companies
involved in fitness-related activities from claiming them as
their own. The Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 1.

June8 Former Pakistan PrimeMinister and PML-N chief
Nawaz Sharif has created ripples in Pakistan's political and
religious circles by saying that the members of the minority
Ahmedi sect are his brothers and sisters and that militants
should be flushed out wherever they are active. The Indian
Express, New Delhi, p. 10.

June 9 The government is considering introducing a
system of “plea bargain” for bureaucrats against whom
disciplinary or vigilance proceedingsareinitiated. If an officer
pleads guilty, he can be punished straightaway without
entering into lengthy proceedings' at the cost of the public
exchequer. Inreturn, the government would consider awarding

such persons lesser punishment than otherwise warranted.
The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 7.

Intheeditorial inits mouthpiece Saamna said
“The Congress has cornered him Pawar from all the sidesand
the person behind thisis Sonia Gandhi. She hasthe reigns of
power and sheisusing it politically to weaken Pawar”. The
Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 4.

June 10 A Hindu businessman was shot dead and his son
kidnapped by unidentified men disguised as paramilitary
personnel in the southwestern Pakistani city of Quetta, media
reports said. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 12.

June 11 The Pakistan Hindu Council called on the
Government of Sindh and Balochistan provinces to protect
Hindusin thewake of protestsin Mithi town in Sndh against
the desecration of an ashramand thekilling of aHindu trader.
The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 11.

What led to the released of Anderson. US
the only surviving secretary-level officer from those present
at the Madhya Pradesh Chief Secretary’s al-critical meeting
on December 7, 1984 confirmed that the ordersdid comefrom
then Chief Minister Arjun Singh, but added that hewas acting
at the behest of then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. Thelndian
Express, New Delhi, p. 1.

Getting divorcewill becomealittleeasier under
amovetoinclude"irretrievable breakdown of marriage” asan
additiona ground by amending the Hindu marriageAct, 1955.
Among the existing groundsfor divorce are adultery, religious
conversion, unsound mind, incurable form of leprosy,
communicable venereal disease, renunciation by entering
some religious order and whereabouts not known for seven
years. The Tribune, New Delhi, p. 13.

June 12 The Minority Affairs Ministry will launch four
new schemesthisfiscal for thewelfare of minorities, including
a scheme for strengthening Waqf boards, including a
programme to provide interest subsidy on educational loans
for overseas studies. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 5.

June 14 Shouting slogans of “Jat tu halla bol...”,
protesters marched to the Ganga canal bank and lowered the
sluice gatesof Bhagirathi and SoniaVihar regul atoriesto snap
raw water supply. Calling it atrailer, the 10,000-strong mob
threatened to disrupt the Common-wealth Games if their
demand was not met. The Times of India, New Delhi, p. 7.

‘Cong choking pluralist democracy’, Drunk
with power, the UPA Government has launched an all-our
financial and legal war against BJPregimes. Institutionslike
the CBI and Planning Commission have been reduced to
extension counters of the PMO and 10 Janpath. The Pioneer,
New Delhi, p. 1.

June 15 India stands to gain hugely in Afghanistan if its
apparently huge mineral depositsareready to betapped. Five
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Diary of Events (contd.)

Indian companies are among seven that have been shortlisted
by Kabul to bid for huge Iron ore mines there. The Times of
India, New Delhi, p. 8.

The United States has discovered nearly $1
trillionin untapped mineral deposit in Afghanistan, far beyond
any previously known reserves and enough to fundamentally
ater the Afghan economy and perhaps the Afghan war itself,
according to senior American government officials. The Times
of India, New Delhi, p. 16.

June 16 Popular small screen artist Smriti Irani was
appointed president of the BJP sMahilaMorcha(women cell).
“The party has also decided to appoint Anurag Thakur, aL ok
SabhaMP from Hamirpur in Himachal Pradesh, as president
of the Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha (party’s youth wing)”.
The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 5.

With Hindi news channels ruling the air
waves, Hindi journalism has also got a boost at the college
level. More than 500 aspirants have applied for the BA
(Honours) Hindi Journalism programme offered by Delhi
University (DU) till thelast date of application. The Hindustan
Times, New Delhi, p. 4.

June 17 Pakistan'sreligious parties have responded with
onevoiceto astatement of PML-N chief Nawaz Sharif that he
stood by the Ahmadi community “who arelike our brothers.”
They have condemned Sharif and questioned whether he“ till
isaMuslim.” The Hindustan Times, New Delhi, p. 15.

June 18 UPA government has cautioned Beijing about
the negative fall-out of nuclear deal with Pakistan on Sino-
Indian relations. The Indian Express, New Delhi, p. 1.

June 19 Kyrgyzstan’sinterim president said the death toll
from the ethnic clashes that have rocked the country’s south
could be near 2,000 Kyrgyz officia sfigureshad put the number
of killedinrampagesat 191. T.O.1., New Delhi, p. 1.

An Indian Muslim preacher Zakir Naik has
been banned from entering the UK for his ‘unacceptable
behaviour’. Home office sources told The Daily Telegraph
that website footage had shown the Indian preacher making
the claim that every Muslim should embrace terrorism. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 11.

Chief of the hardline faction of Hurriyat
Conference Syed Ali Geelani has demanded that the annual
Amarnath pilgrimage, the yatra be limited to 15 days. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 7.

June20 Kashmiri separatist leader Syed Ali Shah Gedlani’s
demand that the annual Amarnath pilgrimage be restricted to
15 days has outraged Hindu organisations, which asked him
to “keep his mouth shut”. Hindu organsiations say Geelani

triesto inflame communal tensions every year by interfering
intheir religiousaffairsat thetime of the pilgrimage. The Mail
Today, New Delhi, p. 4.

June 21 The Government should shun the “policy of
appeasement” in Kashmir and at all cost prevent boundaries
from being redrawn, said former Jammu and Kashmir Governor
SK Sinha. Heinsisted that the “ solution” to Kashmir problem
lies in South Asian Economic Union on the lines of the
European Union. The Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 5.

June 22 Just three places below Afghanistan, Pakistan
has been ranked the 10th most failed state in the 2010 Failed
State Index released by the prestigious Foreign Policy
magazine. The list is topped by Somalia, followed by
Zimbabwe, Sudan, and Chad. The Timesof India, New Delhi,
p. 17.

June 24 India has won a major battle to preserve its
traditional knowledge systems, thwarting a Chinese pharma
company Livzon's bid to patent the medicinal properties of
pudinaand kalameghafor treating bird flu. T.O.1., New Delhi,
p. 16.

Finding the Higgs boson - aso known as the
God particle- isthe primary aim of the LHC experiment because
it will provide an insight into the nature of al matter. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 12.

June 27 Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan performed bhoomipujan of anew SitaMataMandir
at Capitolanear Sri Lankan capital Colombo. Thefunction, in
which Chouhan was the chief guest, was presided over by
Uva province Chief Minster Shasheendra Rajpakse. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 6.

June 28 Kashinath Tiwar, the 45-year-old chief of Hindu
Yuva Sangh, amilitant group seeking therestoration of aHindu
kingdomin Nepal, was shot dead while hewasvisiting aHindu
monastery to inspect the construction of adharamshala. The
Pioneer, New Delhi, p. 11.

Pakistan’sinterior minister Rehman Malik has
said that had the Taliban militants overrun his country, their
next targets would have been India and Bangladesh. The
Times of India, New Delhi, p. 10.

June 29 In an unprecedented move that has confirmed
India's concerns about China’s growing military might, the
Government hasfor thefirst time given adirectiveinwriting
to the armed forcesto enhance their military capabilitiesvis-
avis the neighbouring country and prepare for a two-front
war scenario with China and Pakistan. The Pioneer, New
Delhi, p. 1.

June30 TheBJP has captured power inthe zila parishads
of Gondiaand Bhandarain eastern Maharashtra. Both local
bodiesfall in Praful Patel’s constituency. The Pioneer, New
Delhi, p. 7.
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Aneraendsindiplomatichistory : Reginald Dale, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, April 3,2010, p. 9.

As more and more non-Caucasians (a category to which
Barack Obama belongs) grab the centre-stage of American
politics, Britain matters less and less. Nothing explains the
end of the London-Washington ‘ special relationship’ better.

Devaluation, Chinagoing Soviet way : DinaNath Mishra,
ThePioneer, Foray, New Delhi, April 5,2010, p. 5.

The Cold War seems to be returning. But this time the
partnersare different. Thewar isbetween the USand China.
While the latter is claiming to be a superpower, the actua
truth is being hidden by the ban imposed on the Press by the
Communist regime.

Change system to fight terror : Joginder Singh, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, April 5, 2010, p. 8.

D. Headley, The LeT agent has pleaded guilty to the
following in order to secure alighter sentence: Conspiracy to
bomb public placesin India. Conspiracy to murder and maim
personsin India. Six countsof aiding and abetting the murder
of UScitizensin India. Conspiracy to provide material support
toterrorismin India. Conspiracy to murder and maim persons
in Denmark. Conspiracy to provide material support to
terrorism in Denmark. And conspiracy to provide material
support to terrorist Lashkar.

Under standing M ayawati’ ssymbols: Santosh Desai, The
Timesof India, New Delhi, April 5, 2010, p. 5.

Why does Mayawati do what she does? Why does she
build these enormous statues with giant elephants at a huge
cost to the exchequer? Why does she have herself garlanded
with obscene sums of money while claiming to represent the
poorest among the poor? Why does she flaunt her power
(and her handbag) in such a transparently magnifed way?
The answers to these seem to clear enough. Power has gone
to her head and converted her into araving mega maniac and
has robbed her of a sense of reality.

Soft Power, Hard Battles: Ashok Malik, The Times of
India, New Delhi, April 5, 2010, p. 14.

India has big power aspirations, at |east regional power
aspirations. Yet, it runs an astonishingly risk-averse foreign
policy completely incommensurate with itsambitions. India’s
goodwill-hunt in Afghanistan needs a degree of hard power
to complement it.

Islamism rulesin Turkey : Barry Rubin, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, April 6, 2010, p. 9.

Proposed changes to the Constitution militate against
secularism. They are designed to strengthen Islamists. By

taming the Army, subordinating the courts, taking over or
intimidating the media, packing the bureaucracy withitsown
supporters, and using leverage over theuniversities, theregime
intends to stay in power forever.

Obama’ smessagefrom Kabul, UScan’t afford tolose
war in Af-Pak area: K. Subrahmanyam, TheTribune, New
Delhi, April 6,2010, p. 8.

Indiashould not fall into the trap of assuming that the US
will withdraw from Afghanistanin 2011 leaving thefieldsopen
to the Pakistanis.

Let Congress explain 1984 : A Surya Prakash, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, April 6, 2010, p. 8.

Congress makes selective application of constitutional
principles. The Congress's shameful role in the pogrom
against the Sikhs in 1984 is still fresh in our memory. The
Ranganath Mishra Commission said that 3,874 people were
killedintheviolence, of which 2,307 werefrom Delhi Plus, 131
gurdwaraswere destroyed or damaged in Delhi alone. It further
stressed, “In these mobs were people with sympathy for the
Congress (1) and associated with the party’s activities.”

‘Foreign-origin person can’trepresent India’ : PNS, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, April 9, 2010, p. 5.

The issue of foreign-origin may not come in way of a
person wanting to be India’ s Prime Minister, but could foil his
chances of representing Indiain international sporting events.

Chinascares, Indiainspires: Shombit Sengupta, The
Indian Express, New Delhi, April 11, 2010, p. 9.

TheWestern mind feelstotally threatened by China. They
think of Chinaasaterror that will eat them up. The way they
seeit, the 51-starred flag may not rule the world anymore and
the future drivers of the planet are likely to be the billion-
peopled countries of Chinaand India.

Lord Macaulay, came to Indiain 1834 and found that it
would be difficult for the British to gain control over this
highly civilised independent country unlessthey demoralised
the masses. In his‘Minute on Indian Education’ (1835) he
said, “Wemust at present do our best to form aclasswho may
beinterpreters between usand the millionswhom we govern;
aclass of persons, Indian in blood and colour, but Englishin
taste, inopinions, inmorals, andinintellect...”.

Marketing of sports, Kabaddi catchestheattention of TV
channels: Prabhjot Singh, TheTribune, New Delhi, April
11, 2010, p. 13.

Depending upon the viewership figures of the inaugura
World Cup in Kabaddi being organised by the Punjab
government, it can usher in an era of traditional and martial
sport asmainstream entertainer. It could possibly providean
aternative to the western model of WWF or its variants of
show wrestling.
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Theatreof theabsurd : Balbir K Punj, ThePioneer, New
Delhi, April 12,2010, p. 8.

The entire State Government is so infested with Marxist
politicsthat several senior IAS and | PS officials have sought
assignments at the Centre to escape the embarrassment they
faceinimplementing the LDF Government’spolicies.

L ove, intrigue, scandal : M outuss Acharyya, ThePionesr,
New Delhi, April 12,2010, p. 9.

The Sania-Shoaib-Ayesha story came to an abrupt end
with the Pakistani cricketer suddenly changing his tune,
‘admitting’ that he had married Ayeshaby divorcing her under
Islamic personal law. So what forced himto climb down from
hishigh horse? There’smoreto theintriguing tale than meets
the eyel

Themyth of Mao: K. Subrahmanyam, Thelndian Express,
New Delhi, April 12,2010, p. 11.

As far as possible a force to tackle Naxalites should be
raised from the areas themselves. So should the security
forcesto guard theindustrial installations and infrastructural
assets. The raising of such a force and the development
programmeswith consequent poverty alleviation should form
thegrand strategy for this protracted war against the Maoi sts.
Thisisthe appropriate task of the National Security Council.
Will it riseto the challenge?

Vatican doesnot deserve UN status: SandhyaJain, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, April 13, 2010, p. 8.

Now that the scandal of the sex abuse of minor boys and
girlsand adult men and women invirtually every country with
a church presence has touched the heart of the Vatican,
singeing the present Pope himself for his alleged role in the
protection of guilty priests, it may be appropriate to seek a
review of the unique status the Roman Catholic Church enjoys
at the United Nations.

Maligning M odi : Sandeep B, The Pioneer, New Delhi,
April 14,2010, p. 9.

Bogus secularists in media derive perverse pleasure.
Should Mr Modi keep indulging every whim of media
kangaroo courts or govern the State? |s media's hatred of Mr
Modi makesit so so blind that it thinks it's okay to resort to
any vile trick to revile him time and again? Does the media
even admit to the existence of judicial processes of
investigation, trial, and judgement? Most importantly, does
themediarecognisethat aChief Minister isaconstitutionally-
appointed head of a State? But given itsrecord, it’s obvious
that such questions pose no discomfort to the secular media,
which believes that no device, no knavery istoo low to bait
Mr Maodi.

Uncertainty over Obamapoalicies, Dark shadow on India-
USrelations: G Parthasarathy, The Tribune, New Delhi,
April 15,2010, p. 10.

New Delhi should redlise that in its dealings with China
and while handling the situation in the AfPak region, the
Obama Administration appears quite prepared to disregard
Indian sensitivities and interest either when it finds China
useful on issues like Iran’s nuclear programme of Pakistan
claimsthat it will facilitate the American exit strategy.

Red terrorism, war isyet tobegin : DinaNath Mishra,
ThePioneer, Foray, New Delhi, April 18, 2010, p. 5.

Maoists and Naxalites have brought the ire of the nation
onthemselves. There can beno greater anti-national activity
than what they have been doing for so long, so much so that
eventhePM hascalled it the biggest challenge to the country.

Time-The Hindus were right : MSN Menon, The
Organiser, New Delhi, April 18, 2010, p. 5.

Today the world recognises the great contribution made
by the Hindus to mathematics and astrology. Hindu time
scale is unimaginable. The life of the universe is reckoned
4.32 billion years. It is made up of yugas, which move in
cycles.

Here ahappy-pricemenu, always: TribuneNewsService,
TheTribune, New Delhi, April 19, 2010, p. 1.

Intimes of inflation, when the aam aadmi isreeling under
the steep hike in prices of food items, the good-old canteens
(six in number) of parliament House are dishing out delectable
goodies at dirt-cheap rates.

Terror’sown country : VR Jayaraj, The Pioneer, New
Delhi, April 19, 2010, p. 9.

Islamist terror in Kerala has connections with several
former Naxalites who are now in the business of rights
protection and promotion. Moreover, thefact that more than
75 per cent of al theterror accused and suspectsin the country
arefrom the State is enough to earn Keralatheterror hub tag.
That much for the myth of God’'s Own Country’s enduring
religious harmony and sociology of peace.

Thecrisis of western civilisation : MSN Menon, The
Organiser, New Delhi, April 25, 2010, p. 6.

There was atime when the West used to boast that it has
answersto al questions. But the answers have turned out to
befalse. The recent developments have brought to light the
insufficiency of western thought. It has shaken the
foundations on which the customary interpretations were
based. The West has made far too many mistakes in history.
It has not been ableto create a better world. We can no more
put our trust on the West. But do we want to put our trust on
the Chinese or the Japanese? No. The Chinese are a race
which has cared for itself throughout their long history. And
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| am afraid the Japanese are not out of their military psychosis.

Do we need foreign universities? : M V Kamath, The
Organiser, New Delhi, April 25, 2010, p. 6.

Oxford can be oxford only in Oxford, and notin Noida. Tip
to Kapil Sibal: help our universities and colleges to upgrade
themselveson aregular basisand await results. Think it over,
Mr Minister. Thisisanation that once produced Nalanda.

Thethreat isnot to Israel alone! : Barry Rubin, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, April 26, 2010, p. 9.

Iran may be ableto build amissile capable of striking the
United States by 2015 and this is not good news for either
Americaor West Asia.

USarmsfor Pakistan, | ndiamust ensur e conventional
superiority : Gurmeet Kanwal, TheTribune, New Delhi, May
1, 2010, p. 12.

Thelndo-USstrategic partnership isnow on afirmfooting,
but devel opments such asthe sale of major conventional arms
to Pakistan run therisk of damaging the growing rel ationship.

New triangleof power : Minhaz M er chant, The Timesof
India, New Delhi, May 1, 2010, p. 18.

If it leverages its economic and demographic strengths
with Chanakya'sfinesse, Indiacan rapidly emergeasAmericas
most important globle partner instead of aperennially anxious
supplicant.

Why Indiansareill-treated abroad?: Dr Jay Dubashi,
TheOrganiser, New Delhi, May 2, 2010, p. 4.

Look at the way Chinais behaving with the West. It is
going about asif it owned theworld, and oneday it may. The
Chinese hate Westerners and are so proud of their history
and culture that they take umbrage at the slightest offensive
remark from the Americans. Recently, they forces Google, the
giant network company, to leave China, lock, stock and barrel
and took a number of Americans to court for taking bribes
from Chinese businessmen.

Revolution - An outdated concept : M V Kamath, The
Organiser, New Delhi, May 2, 2010, p. 6.

How long do we have to wait for the traitorous Naxalite
rebellionto be quelled? The UPA government islooking like
astanding joke. Theblameliesentirely onthe UPA government
for its soft-kneed approach towards every issue hurting the
motherland.

All lineson thisrouteareblocked : Chandan Mitra, The
Pioneer, Agenda, New Delhi, May 2, 2010, p. 4.

Despite an open-and-shut case of massive corruption

against him, Telecom Minister A Raja survives thanks to
coalition‘compulsions'.

If the apex court lives up to its reputation, the tainted
Minister’s daysin the Cabinet may be numbered.

Why Kasab matters: K. Subrahmanyam, Thelndian
Express, New Delhi, May 4, 2010, p. 10.

Kasab's capture and confession established that thefacade
of acivilian government in Pakistan did not in any way affect
the autonomy of the army and the Inter Services Intelligence
to function as sponsors of terrorism.

Quotasarelegitimising casteism : CP Bhambhri, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, May 5, 2010, p. 9.

Caste-based reservation policiesare making oursacasteist
society. It'stimeto break free of caste divisions and save the
nation, writes CP Bhambhri.

Our Pak policy hasfailed : Tavleen Singh, Thelndian
Express, New Delhi, May 9, 2010, p. 11.

The sad truth about our attempts to deal with Pakistan
since the attack on Mumbai is that we have failed on every
front. We have failed to convince the United States that
Pakistanisnot anally inthewar against Islamist terrorism but
its epicentre, and we have failed to convince the Pakistani
government that we are not stupid. That whether the American
president can or not we see through their web of deception
and lies and that until this duplicity stops there can be no
peace dialogue, no ‘ engagement’.

Indus like inscription on south Indian pottery from
Thailand: Iravatham M ahadevan, TheOr ganiser, New Delhi,
May 9, 2010, p. 7.

A fragmentary pottery inscription indus like was found
during excavations conducted by the Thal Fine Arts at Phu
Khao Thong in Thailand about three yearsago. (Dr. Berenice
Bellina of the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique,
France, sent Iravatham Mahadevan aphotograph of the object.

Facesof Fascism, 1984 Riotsand Emergency : DinaNath
Mishra, ThePioneer, Foray, New Delhi, May 9, 2010, p. 5.

The Congress party has always behaved in afascist way,
beit the time of Emergency or the anti-Sikh riots. However,
the party’s leaders somehow still have the strength to call
others fascists even after being well-read and aware of the
truth.

Church Gate: S Rajagopalan & Nandini Jawli, The
Pioneer, Foray, New Delhi, May 9, 2010, p. 1.

They’ re supposed to be sworn to celibacy and treat all as
their ‘children’, but the clergy has put to question the very
basis behind the trust in the Church. The Pope today is
fighting alegal battle for the sexual abuse of deaf men, but
that is not just one case. It stands for all the other almost
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11,000 allegations of sex abuse of minorsagainst 4,400 priests.
S Rajagopalan from Washington and Nandini Jawli from
Londontell you how the Roman Catholic Church hasbreached
the popular trust like never before

Adhik Maasin Hindu calendar : Achyut Railkar, The
Organiser, New Delhi, May 9, 2010, p. 16.

Thefoolproof calendar system hasbeen in existence since
ancient Vedic times. It has undergone certain variations due
to regionalisation but the system is faultless and isinherited
from Jyotish Vedanga (14th century BC). It has been
standardised subsequently in Surya Sddhant by astronomers
Aryabhatta (5th century), Varahmihira (6th century) and
Bhaskara (12th century). Hindu calendar system has five
important parts named panchang consisting of tithi, vasara,
nakshatra, yog and karana.

Riseandfall of theriver Saraswati : Dr IshK Arora, The
Organiser, New Delhi, May 9, 2010, p. 18.

The Rig Veda, no doubt, is the most ancient epic in the
world. A largefluctuationsin the behaviour of theriver Srasuti
(Vedic name of the Saraswati) have been described inthe Rig
Veda in about sixteen shlokas, in which its heavy flow, low
flow to no flow and even changes in its course have been
mentioned.

AsFBI landsin Pak, Now U.S.isenemy No 1in Pakistan
public’'smind : Pervez Hoodbhoy, TheMail Today, New Delhi,
May 9, 2010, p. 5.

As anti-US lava spews from the fiery volcanoes of
Pakistan’s private television channels and newspapers, a
collective psychosis grips the country’s youth. Murderous
intent follows with the conviction that the US is responsible
for al ills, both in Pakistan and theworld of Islam. Thewriter
teaches at Quaid-i-Azam, University, |slamabad.

Soon, rarearchival recordsarelikely to bethrown open
topublic: Kartikeya, TheTimesof India, New Delhi, May 12,
2010, p. 11.

Currently, only research scholars have access. Whilethere
are records from the 16th and 17th centuries - and in some
caseseven earlier - the documentsarefound in regular series
from 1748 onwards. The documents are in English, Arabic,
Hindi, Persian, Sanskrit, Urdu and also other languages.
Things these records throw light on include the activities of
the Mughalsand the East India Company, British ruleand the
emergence and growth of the freedom strugglein India. Over
the years, the records have been obtained from different
countries such as Canada, Germany, Malaysia, Myanmar, UK,
US, Franceand Russia. National Archiveshas: 38,75,332files,
64,221 volumes, 1,10,332 maps, 3,601 billspassed by Parliament,

1,065 treaties signed by various rulers and govt.

Misogynist Mullahsand their flurry of fatwas: Yogidner
Sikand, TheTimesof India, New Delhi, May 13, 2010, p. 13.

A whole new class of Muslim women believesthat there’s
aneed to study and interpret |lam from afeminist perspective,
cleansing it of itsdeep-rooted patriarchal , indeed misogynist,
tradition of mullah scholarship.

Theadvantage of being Viswanathan Anand : Jaideep
Undurti, Thelndian Express, New Delhi, May 14, 2010, p. 11.

Anand was defiant in defeat, resolute in the struggle and
magnanimous in victory. While a stunned Topalov could
barely speak, Anand complimented the organisers and called
hisrival a great attacking player. And it isthis - that make
Viswanathan Anand atrue champion of our times.

Cast out castepalitics: Kalyani Shankar, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, May 14, 2010, p. 9.

Whether a caste-based Censuswill be socialy divisive or
help establish equality for al remains debatable. But the
groundsonwhich Vallabhbhai Patel scrapped such an exercise
holds good even today. We must go beyond caste identities
and politics to establish a casteless society.

Inreversegear : BarkhaDutt, The Hindustan Times,
New Delhi, May 15, 2010, p. 12.

The decision to include a caste-count in the census was
taken in ahurry and under pressure from allies. But it could
take India back by decades.

ThisisnolronLady : Ajey Lele, ThePioneer, New Delhi,
May 15, 2010, p. 9.

Hilary Clinton’s ‘tough’ posture vis-a-vis Pakistan in the
wake of last fortnight’s failed Times Square bombing comes
witharing of dejavu. But the* trust deficit’ in US-Pek relations
isnow open knowledge.

An eraends, Bhairon Singh nomore: Lokpal Sethi, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, May 16, 2010, p. 1.

Oneof theBJP'stallest leaders 87 year old Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat, died after being struck by arespiratory problem.
Bhairon Singh, resigned from the police after rising to the
post of Assistant Sub-Inspector, met the Jana Sangh and the
Sangh general secretary. Both the office-bearers were
sufficiently impressed to give him theticket for DantaRamgarh
constituency. Bhairon Singh won the election and became an
MLA. Henever looked back after that winning each Assembly
election, except the 1972 pall, till he became Vice-President of
Indiain 2002.

Chinese bubble may burst, US pressure on China is
interesting : Ashwani Mahajan, The Organsier, New Delhi,
May 16, 2010, p. 3.

Fearing possible inflation, Beijing's efforts to curb
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business cycles are likely to curb growth as well, because
these efforts may have far reaching impact on international
demand. On the one hand, Chinese Central Bank has started
curbing credit and on the other hand Chinese Government
has started cutting subsidies, which has caused a dip in
Chinese products exports to the rest of the world. 1t may be
noted that China has faced its first ever trade deficit to the
tune of US $7.24 billion in the month of March 2010, after a
gap of 6 years.

UPA is frightened about Modi : M V Kamath, The
Organiser, New Delhi, May 16, 2010, p. 4.

The truth about the allegations against Modi is now
coming out, aslndia Today (April 5) hasnoted. It isclear that
many of the charges made against Modi were deliberatelies,
sponsored by the so-called Human Rights activists.

Thisishow it all began : M SN Menon, The Organiser,
New Delhi, May 16, 2010, p. 4.

Women enjoyed a very high status in Aryan society.
Beauty, purity, suspiciousness - these were associated with
women. Monogamy wastheideal. “May you two dwell here.
Be not parted. Enjoy the full span of your life, sporting with
sons and grandsons.” This was the benediction to newly
married couples.

Ingtead of fightingterrorism, UPAisbusy inventingHindu
terror : Dr Pravin Togadia, TheOrganiser, New Delhi, May
16, 2010, p. 8.

Afzal Guru must be hanged immediately. Perhaps
government would do so promptly with Kasab, but without
attacking Pak (another diplomatic and vote greed double
game!) but at the sametime government would slap moreand
more cases on Hindus and Hindu organisation! Political
balancing for votes is more important these days than safety
of Bharat. But Bharat iswatching all the double games!

Dialoguewith Pakistan, will it really reducetrust deficit?
: GenV.P.Malik (retd), TheTribune, New Delhi, May 18,
2010, p.8.

Neither the government nor the public has much
expectations from the India-Pakistan dial ogue going to begin
soon till thereisachangein the Pakistani mindset and policy
on cross-border terrorism.

WhoareHindus?: Jagmohan, ThePioneer, New Delhi,
May 20, 2010, p. 9.

Historians, mostly Europeans, formul ated and propagated
thefictionthat light-skinned nomadic tribesfrom Central Asia,
known asAryans, invaded Indiain 1500-1000 BC, and their
descendents are known as Hindus!  This fallacy now stands

exposed. It wasfound that much beforethe‘ Aryan Invasion”
there existed amature urban civilisationin India.

What’sGotraGot todowithit?: Chetan Bhagat, The
Timesof India, New Delhi, May 22, 2010, p. 20.

Asif it wasn't good enough to divide people on caste, we
needed one more level of sub-caste slicing to ensure as many
Indians hate each other as possible.

TimeWrap : Upendra Sarup, ThePioneer, Foray, New
Delhi, May 23, 2010, p. 3.

Does man pass through time or isit the other way round?
The mystery surrounding it has always fascinated man.
Movies have been made on timetravel and how man hastried
tomaster it. Butisit possible?

TheGuru'sbraveBanda: Maj-Gen Kulwant Singh (retd)
: TheTribune, Spectrum, May 23, 2010, p. 3.

The battle of Chapper Chiri isdaring sagaof Sikh valour,
which broke the myth of invincibility of the Mughal army.
Banda Singh Bahadur’s triumph was the victory of the good
over the evil. The Mughal army was completely routed and
Wazir Khan was killed. The Sikhs relentlessly pursued the
fleeing Mughalstill the gates of Sirhind, which they reached
lat nightfall, killing most of the fleeing Mughal soldiers.

Most corrupt, I ndiamay soon ear n thistag: DinaNath
Mishra, ThePioneer, Foray, New Delhi, May 30, 2010, p. 5.

The Government’seffortsto curb corruptionin the country
areonly limited to the creation of committees which haven’t
done anything concretetill date. If the current trend continues,
India may soon dislodge Somalia and top the list of most
corrupt countries.

Indiamust secureitsweb spacewith right policies: Priti
Bajaj, ThePioneer, New Delhi, May 30, 2010, p. 8.

Ever since India has emerged as a super power in cyber
zone, the threatsto its cyber world have increased manifold.
The internet has bred an elite class of criminals who are
organised, well-funded and far more technologically
sophisticated than most law enforcement officials. The
policymakers, however, seem to be oblivious of the risk that
such cyber threats pose to the security of the nation which
will multiply many times, once programmes such as Unique
Identity (UID) project isrolled out.

Make J&K atruly Indian state: Dr. Pravin Togadia,
Inter national General Secretary, VHP, TheHindu Voice, May
2010, p. 23.

Thenew bill of J&K girlsmarrying out of J& K losing rights
in J&K and Justice Shagir Ahmed’'s hush-hush report -
autonomy to J&K - are taking the state back to per - 1953
status, which is absolute treason towards Bharat. It is a
political jehad.
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Combating Maoist Terror : SK Sinha, The Pioneer,
Agenda, New Delhi, June®6, 2010, p. 1.

Maoistskill three people every second day. Yet, our policy-
makersand‘liberal’ intelligentsiaare busy looking out for an
ever elusive ‘root cause' . It isabsurd to quibble over whether
fighting Maoists is a centre of a state responsibility. What is
required is that both the federal entities conduct operations
in acoordinated manner.

SK Sinhalooksinto theissue and triesto find away out of
thequagmire.

Bengal haslost itstastefor the L eft : M onobina Gupta,
TheTimesof I ndia, New Delhi, June6, 2010, p. 26.

The truth is that it's not just some sections but large
sections of peasants, tribals, workers, and intellectuals - once
staunchly loyal to the party - have moved away. Right now,
Bengal’sintellectual s are engaged in a passionate debate over
paribartan and their role in effecting transformation.

Misplaced sympathy for Hamas : Barry Rubin, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, June 7, 2010, p. 9.

A repressive fascist Hamas that has oppressed the people
of the Gaza Strip, murdered Pal estinian Authority supporters,
used civilians as human shields, needs to be shamed rather
than placated. Hamas has now ruled the Gaza Strip for about
fiveyears. Yet it has preferred continued war with Israel, a
full-scale military maobilisation, and hardline policies rather
than working for the devel opment of the areaand jobsfor the
people.

Karma catchesup with US: Sandhya Jain, ThePioneer,
New Delhi, June8, 2010, p. 8.

The apocalyptic deep-seaoil spill inthe Gulf of Mexicoon
April 20isdestined to cast along shadow on all lifein the vast
biosphere. The oil spill is a severe warning from Mother
Nature; an admonition to end the ceaseless exploitation of
Earth and its resources, to stop the disrespectful attitude that
Man hasthe unchallenged right to grab and consume anything
and everything in the Creation, to destroy wantonly for today’s
enjoyment, with no thought of tomorrow, and with no sense
of responsibility for the generations to come.

Decline in quality, MNCs reluctant to hire technical
manpower : Vikram Chadha, TheTribune, New Delhi, June
8, 2010, p. 11.

Though we produce about 3 1akh engineers each year, not
more than 25 per cent of our skilled human resources are
employable.

FacingtheAfPak reality, USresponseisconfusing : G.

Parthasarathy, TheTribune, New Delhi, June 10, 2010, p.
10.

The Pentagon’s current Kayani-centric policy of acting as
apologists for the Pakistani military establishment virtually
amounts to abetment of terrorism against their army in
Afghanistan and their population at home.

Thefirst timeof asking, Wemust learn from thehistory
of counting castein India: Padmanabh Samarendra, The
Indian Express, New Delhi, June 10, 2010, p. 10.

Since there was no uniformity in the notion of caste, the
identification, counting and classification of such groups
posed insurmountabl e problemsfrom its commencement till it
wasfinally abandonedin 1931.

No military camouflage : Michael Wines, The Indian
Express, New Delhi, June 10, 2010, p. 11.

“China and the US continue to have fundamentally
different values, goals and capabilities,” China's reluctance
to press for the truth in the sinking of a South Korean ship,
and attack that an international investigation determined was
thework of North Korea

MarriageAct altered toaid Minister daughter’sdivorce?
: Abraham Thomas, ThePioneer, New Delhi, June 12, 2010,

p.5.

The amendment timing hasn’t been missed, especialy,
sincethelaw Commission of Indiahad way back in 1978 (inits
71st Report) recommended the inclusion of irretrievable
breakdown of marriage as a separate ground for divorce.

Thelegacy of theEmer gency : Subramanian Swamy, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, June 19, 2010, p.9.

Many people assume that the Constitutional safeguards
effected in the post-1977 era make up a permanent bulwark
against arepeat of June 25, 1975. But, thetradition of ‘fixing’
democratic dissent is a permanent legacy of the Emergency.
Those in power do not have to declare an Emergency to be
abovethelaw and hollow out democracy. The struggleagainst
the Emergency thus paradoxically has produced a
complacency which will debilitate civil society and make it
impotent when the defacto Emergency isfinaly acknowledged
and it becomes necessary to oppose it.

Seraiki schoolsof terror : ImtiazAhmed, TheHindustan
Times, New Delhi, June 20, 2010, p. 19.

Pakistan’sattempts at Madrassareform havelargely ended
infailure, more so because of the half-hearted attempts of the
government and less because of resistance from religious
quarters. Thisweek it wasrevea ed the the Punjab government,
whichisaPML-N government, gave agrant of Rs82 million
for schools run by the Jamaat-ud-Dawah (JuD), after it was
banned.
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Select Articles (contd.)

Speak thetruth, Bhopal needs a solution : Dina Nath
Mishra, ThePioneer, Foray, New Delhi, June 20, 2010, p. 5.

The truth about the Bhopal tragedy is still being shielded
by the Congress. No one hasrevealed whether Rajiv Gandhi
met Warren Anderson at the time of thetragedy and hishurried
departure to the US. The truth must be revealed by the
Congress at once.

Sordid tale of evil interest : Balbir Punj, The Pioneer,
New Delhi, June 21, 2010, p. 8.

Itisnow well established that the critical command for the
fast track release of Warren Anderson, among the prime
accused in the 1984 Union Carbide disaster in Bhopal, came
from none other than then Prime Minster Rajiv Gandhi.

A karmic comeback : Sandhya Jain, ThePioneer, New
Delhi, June 22, 2010, p. 8.

Congress president Sonia Gandhi’s spin doctors should
advise her that when things get tough, silenceit perceived as
fearful complicity. Warren Anderson was given free passage
toIndia, it wassimply grossto deflect responsibility from the
then Prime Minster Rajiv Gandhi.

Caste census and itsimplications: CP Bhambri, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, June 26, 2010, p. 9.

How can counting human being as cows, buffaloes and
goatslead to politico-socio-economic justice for the backward
castes? Future generationswill condemn today’s politicians
for allowing thisto happen.

Bigbrother and twosisters: Prakash Singh, ThePioneer,
Agenda, New Delhi, June27,2010,p. 1. & 2.

Manipur was an ancient kingdom with 2, 000 years of
recorded history. Nowonder Manipuriswere hurt when Nagas
got full-fledged statehood before them. Now, with the
NSC(IM) clamouring for greater Nagaland, they fear the centre
might again let them down by allowing the four Manipuri
districtsto be merged with Nagaland.

Rishi whoforesaw thefuture: ClaudeAr pi, ThePioneer,
New Delhi, June 29, 2010, p. 9.

Described by India s British rulersasthe * most dangerous
man’, Sri Aurobindo arrived in Pondicherry a hundred years
ago with nothing more than a grand vision for humankind.
Long after his death, the vision remainsintact. And perhaps
offers the best solution to the conflict between nations we
see today.

I srael demonised by biased media: Barry Rubin, The
Pioneer, New Delhi, June 30, 2010, p. 9.

Story after story appears in newspapers criticising |srael

for deedsthat have never been committed or are manufactured
as part of the Arab propaganda to defame the jewish state.
It's athrowback to medieval time, when anti-Semitism was
fashionable.

Book Reviews

- 330 Truths You Must Know - Beforeit is Too Late.
Compiled & Edited by P. Deivamuthu, Editor, Hindu Voice,
5th edition 2007, Published by Hindu Voice, 210Abhinayv,
2nd floor, Teen Dongri, Yeshwant Nagar, Goregaon West,
M umbai-400062.

The book expresses the agony of a nationalist Hindu
exposing the fraud of pseudo secular Hindus who have been
at the helm of affairs for most of time in post independent
India. Thisisexplained through raising smplequestionswhich
thecommon manisboundto ask. Hindu majority being secular
IS yet at across road, requiring a leadership of Arjuna the
fighter and Krishnathe philosopher. 330 truths are stated in
interrogative formulations. Some of the questions are given
below. For example:- Population explosion - In 1947, when
Indiawas partitioned, the Hindu popul ation in Pakistan (west)
was about 24%. Today it isnot even 1%. In 1947, when India
was partitioned, the Hindu population in East Pakistan (Now
Bangladesh) was 30%. Today it is about 7%. In our own
Kashmir valley, the Hindu population was 5%. Today, it is
lessthan 1%. Inmany placeswithinIndia- like Mallapuram,
Kozhikode (both in Kerala), Tripura, Nagaland, Mizoram -
Hindus are being ethnic-cleansed. Time is not far off when
Hindus will be declared an “endangered species’, thanks to
many “over-secular” Hindus. If you want this not to happen,
O Arjun*, (*Arjun is symbolic: It could be you) Arise and
Awaken Your Hindu Nation.

Wilson John : Coming Blowback-How Pakistan is
EndangeringtheWorld, Rupa, Rs595/-, pp 296.

Imtiaz Gul : TheAl Qaeda Connection, Penguin Viking,
Rs499/-, pp 308.

Therearetwo jihadsin Pakistan. Thequiet oneistheslow
spread of 1dlamicism within Pakistani society, the primary topic
of Wilson John’s book. The loud one is being fought along
the Afghan-Pakistan border-and is partly dissected in Imtiaz
Gul’s book. The first kind of jihad is more insidious. John
opens by describing how the student wings of Islamicist
parties slowly infuse their ideology into Pakistan’s Punjab
University through intimidation and recruitment. Shiastudents
are made to offer prayers off campus, Birthday parties are
trashed as“foreign” and literature of Urdu writerslike Saadat
Hasan Manto is suppressed.

Alongside this is the “spread of countless small and big
schools, madaris, women and youth organisations, run by
radical political groups like the Jamaat e Islami and other
extremist organisations similar to the Jamaat ud Dawa
(Lashkar-e-Tayyeba's civilian wing), al over the country’.
Taking over schools is not just about recruitment, it's also
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Book Reviews (contd)

about taking over Pakistan. Lashkar co-founder, Zafar Igbal,
publicly says“education and jihad” are equally important for
his organisation.

That the Pakistani State, and most notably the military,
encourages this development is well-trod territory. What is
lessclear is*how civil society, at least asignificant part of it,
either knowingly or otherwise, has encouraged or actively
participated in radicalising thecountry”. In this, John probably
errsin conflating the Islamicism of conservative movements
like the Jamaat with that of radical groups like the Lashkar.
They overlap, but differ in their political objectives.

John makesuseful distinctions between different varieties
of jihadi recruits. Thereisthe poverty-driven ‘bulk’ terrorist.
Some go to fight in Kashmir, but most, John notes, stay to
fight for Islam inside Pakistan. Gul’s book is half adetailed
account of the battle between the Pakistan Army and the
Taliban, especially the 2004 Kaloosha Operation. Itisalsoa
Taliban encyclopedia, listing key tribal and militant leaders
along with potted biographies.

The Al Qaeda Connection repeats a standard Pakistani
narrative: of how the United States“ originally sowed the seeds
of militant ISamintheregion” and isnow asking Pakistan to
undo the resulting jihad harvest. Moreinsightful bitshhaveto
be gleaned from thetext: thetribal basisfor the split between
the Pakistan and Afghan Taliban's; the Saudi influence onthe
anti-Shiaterrorist group Spah e Sahaba, and how most tribals
insist the Taliban could not have “a free run” without the
okay of the Inter-ServicesIntelligence (151).

The Pakistani military isaccused of being a puppet-master
for the militant groups by both authors. Gul pointsafinger as
much at the US however. But neither have thrown any new
light onto the shadowy tiesbetween military and mullah. What
they do provide are worm'’s eye views of two aspects of the
violence and angst that wracks Pakistan. “Pakistan”, writes
John, “has been at war with itself since it was carved out of
the Indian subcontinent.”

-Pramit Pal Chaudhuri
Courtesy - The Hindustan Times

AlsoRead, TheAfghan: Fredrick For syth’sgripping 2006
thriller deals with a planned al-Qaeda attack on an
undisclosed target. Theplot movesfrom PakistantoTrinidad
toWashington.

Dr. K.V. Paliwal : Atrocities on Hindus by Christian
Missionaries in Goa, Hindu writers forums, 129, BSIG,
Rajouri Garden, New Delhi-27.

Oppression of Hindus by Muslim invaders and by the
western missionaries is a heart rending story faithfully and
Researchfully narrated by the author. This booklet talks
specifically of theatrocitiescommitted by portugese Catholics
in Goa. It is contrasted with the munificence they received
earlier fromtheHindu Rgjas. Itisclearly acasewhich proves

that Indian political morality asit evolved during the agesdid
not stand up to the unscrupulous and Machiavellian tempers
of the foreign invaders. The dreadful ‘ spanish inquisitions
played heavoc with the native Hindus as well as men and
women of other religions. Anti Hindu laws were enacted and
Hindus were tortured, performance of religious rites and
ceremonies were banned. Christian sermons and practices
were forced upon them and their racism was fully rampant.
Hindu temples were demolished and large scale conversion
took placefrom Hindusto Christianity. Torture and barbarism
of the period has been examined and shown with all
authentically by theauthor. Dr. Paliwal hasdone great service
to preservethis piece of collective memory for the benefit of
nation. Dr. Paliwal lamentsthat will Hindusever learn alesson
from the History and stand up to be counted honourably asa
Hindu?

Political notes

Divide & rule, again?

Religion, language and caste are important aspects of
Indian nationalism. Ved Pratap Vaidik, the famous sociol ogi st
and follower of Arya Samaj, has put many bitter factsinto the
current debate on caste. There was no caste system in the
original Sanatan Hindu religion. That is why we don't find
any surname or caste 2000 years back. Why do you not see
any Sharma, Verma, Singh and Gupta attached to Kalidas,
Kautilya, Banbhatta, Bhavbhuti, Surdas, Tulsidas, Keshav,
Kabir, Bihar and Bhushan? There was no surname attached
tothem. Actually, the British put the poison of casteinto the
Indian society in 1857 when there was national unity in the
country for the first time. To defeat the unexpected rise of
nationalism, the British prepared a stratagem and started
dividing society on the lines of caste and religion. That is
why in 1871, the British included the question of caste into
census so that there would be continuous division in society.
Today Lalu, Mulayam and Sharad Yadav are doing the same
type of politics as the British had done in the past and with
the same intention. Their political poison will destroy the
India of the 21st century and caste-based census is the first
step towards this direction.

-Hari Shankar Vyas
Courtesy - Pioneer

Vital statistics
Khap Row, Why Jat’stheway look at The Maths

The Jats constitute 28-30 per cent of voters, make a
difference in almost 40 per cent seats. Have long supported
Devi Lal Clan. The surprise 2005 victory of Congress (67 of 90
seats) was on account of Jats shifting allegiance. 29 of 33 Jat
MLAs who won belonged to the party. INLD got 9 seats.
Chautalas bounced back 2010, got 32 setsto Congress's 40.
Jat vote, it was clear, had moved back to the INLD.
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